
100 Years Of Pentecostal And Charismatic
Renewal 1901-2001
The last century witnessed a remarkable spiritual transformation known as the
Pentecostal and Charismatic Renewal. From its humble beginnings in 1901, this
movement experienced explosive growth and reshaped the landscape of
Christianity. In this article, we will explore the key milestones, influential figures,
and lasting impact of this dynamic spiritual awakening that swept across the
globe.

The Birth of Modern Pentecostalism

The year 1901 marked a turning point when Agnes Ozman, a student at Charles
F. Parham's Bible School in Kansas, experienced the baptism of the Holy Spirit
and began speaking in tongues. This event sparked a fervor for spiritual gifts,
leading to the formation of various Pentecostal denominations. The Azusa Street
Revival in Los Angeles, led by William J. Seymour, became a focal point of this
movement, attracting people from different races and backgrounds, testifying to
the power of the Holy Spirit.

Explosive Growth and Global Impact

As Pentecostalism spread throughout the 20th century, it transcended cultural
boundaries and gained momentum across continents. Missionaries, like Thomas
Ball Barratt from Norway and Smith Wigglesworth from England, played vital
roles in bringing this movement to Europe. The Azusa Street Revival had a
profound impact on Latin America, Africa, and Asia, fostering spiritual renewal
and empowering Christian communities.
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Key Figures and Influential Leaders

The Pentecostal and Charismatic Renewal produced numerous influential leaders
who shaped the movement and left a lasting legacy. Aimee Semple McPherson
was a notable evangelist who emphasized the power of healing and actively
engaged with media, pioneering the use of radio to spread the message of
Pentecostalism. Oral Roberts, a healing evangelist, established the Oral Roberts
University, which became a prominent institution for theological education.

Doctrinal Emphases and Worship Practices

The Pentecostal and Charismatic Renewal embraced certain doctrinal emphases
characterized by a belief in the gifts of the Spirit, divine healing, and the
importance of personal experiences with God. Spirit-filled worship services,
marked by enthusiastic singing, spontaneous prayers, and expressions of
spiritual gifts, became a hallmark of this movement. Speaking in tongues,
interpreted as the initial evidence of the baptism of the Holy Spirit, became a
regular practice among Pentecostals and Charismatics.
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Legacy and Continuing Influence

In the 21st century, the impact of the Pentecostal and Charismatic Renewal can
be seen in the development of megachurches, the global expansion of
Pentecostal denominations, and the influence of Charismatic beliefs within
traditional churches. The movement's emphasis on spiritual gifts, evangelism,
and personal encounters with God continues to shape the way many Christians
worship and experience their faith.

The last 100 years have showcased the transformative power of the Pentecostal
and Charismatic Renewal. From its humble beginnings to its explosive growth
and global impact, this movement has left an indelible mark on Christianity. As we
reflect on the past century, let us recognize the significant contributions made by
influential figures, the unique worship practices, and the lasting legacy of this
spiritual awakening.
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A definitive history of the Pentecostal and Charismatic movement and an
intriguing reference for persons outside the movement, The Century of the Holy
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Spirit details the miraculous story of Pentecostal/Charismatic growth--in the U.S.
and around the world. This book features five chapters by the premier
Pentecostal historian, Vinson Synan, with additional contributions by leading
Pentecostal/Charismatic authorities--David Barrett, David Daniels, David Edwin
Harrell Jr., Peter Hocken, Sue Hyatt, Gary McGee, and Ted Olsen.

Features include:

Explains and analyzes the role of all major streams, including women,
African-Americans, and Hispanics

Thoroughly illustrated with photographs, charts, figures, maps, and vignettes

4-color fold-out timeline/genealogy tree

16 full-color pages, plus black-and-white photos throughout

Includes bibliographies and indexes
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