
50 Things To Know About Birds In Texas
When it comes to birdwatching, Texas is a nature lover's paradise. With its
diverse landscapes and favorable climate, the Lone Star State attracts a wide
variety of bird species throughout the year. Whether you're a seasoned birder or
a beginner looking to explore the avian wonders of Texas, here are 50 fascinating
things you need to know about birds in the Lone Star State.

1. Texas is a Bird Lover's Haven

With over 640 unique bird species, Texas boasts the highest bird diversity in the
United States. From the colorful Painted Bunting to the majestic Bald Eagle, there
is a bird species for every enthusiast.

2. The Whooping Crane Migration

Texas serves as a vital stopover for the critically endangered Whooping Crane
during its annual migration. Witnessing these magnificent birds in flight is an
unforgettable experience.
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3. The Resplendent Red Cardinal

The Northern Cardinal is Texas' state bird and can be spotted throughout the
state. Its vibrant red plumage is a sight to behold.

4. Hummingbirds Galore

Texas is a haven for hummingbirds, with multiple species, including the Ruby-
throated and Black-chinned Hummingbirds, making it their home or migration rest
stop.

5. The Mighty Raptor

Texas is home to numerous raptor species, including the impressive Golden
Eagle and the iconic American Kestrel. Keep an eye out for these formidable bird
predators.

6. Prairies and Grasslands

Texas boasts vast stretches of prairies and grasslands, providing important
habitats for various bird species like the endangered Attwater's Prairie-Chicken.

7. Birds of Prey

The wide open skies of Texas offer ideal hunting grounds for birds of prey. Watch
in awe as you witness Hawks, Falcons, and Vultures swiftly soaring above.

8. The Symbolic Scissor-tailed Flycatcher

The Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, with its distinct long tail, is the state bird of
Oklahoma but can be commonly seen in the southern regions of Texas.
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9. The Colorful Painted Bunting

Male Painted Buntings are a sight to behold with their vibrant blue, green, and red
plumage. They can be spotted in the Rio Grande Valley during migration season.

10. South Padre Island's Birding Hotspots

South Padre Island is a renowned destination for birdwatchers, offering chances
to spot an array of coastal species such as the Reddish Egret and Black
Skimmer.

11. The Stealthy Burrowing Owl

The Burrowing Owl is a fascinating bird that makes its home in underground
burrows. You might be lucky enough to spot them while exploring the western
parts of Texas.

12. Texas' Longest Migratory Songbird

The Swainson's Hawk holds the distinction of being Texas' longest migratory
songbird. Witness their impressive journey as they cover thousands of miles from
South America to the state.

13. The Resilient Attwater's Prairie-Chicken

The Attwater's Prairie-Chicken, once abundant in Texas, is now an endangered
species. Efforts are underway to conserve its remaining population and restore its
grassland habitats.

14. The Enigmatic Chuck-will's-widow

The Chuck-will's-widow, with its distinctive call, is a nocturnal bird species found
in various parts of Texas. Its mysterious nature adds an air of intrigue to any
birding outing.



15. The Majestic Bald Eagle

The national bird of the United States, the Bald Eagle, is commonly spotted in
Texas. Witnessing this powerful bird in flight is truly awe-inspiring.

16. The Graceful Sandhill Crane

The Sandhill Crane, known for its graceful dance-like courtship rituals, can be
spotted in Texas' wetlands and prairies during its winter migration.

17. The Unique Roadrunner

The Greater Roadrunner, a distinctive bird known for its rapid ground-running
abilities, is a common sight in many parts of Texas. Keep your eyes peeled for
this charismatic bird.

18. The Charming Vermilion Flycatcher

The Vermilion Flycatcher, with its vibrant red plumage, is a small but charismatic
bird species found in the southern portions of Texas.

19. The Threatened Golden-cheeked Warbler

Texas is home to the endangered Golden-cheeked Warbler, which resides
exclusively in the state's oak-juniper woodlands during breeding season.

20. The Endangered Least Tern

The Least Tern, an endangered coastal bird species, nests along the Texas Gulf
Coast. Visiting their nesting sites can provide unique birdwatching opportunities.

21. The Mystery of the Red-billed Pigeon

The Red-billed Pigeon, a tropical species rarely seen in the United States,
occasionally makes appearances in southern Texas. Spotting one is a true birding



rarity.

22. The Enchanting Green Jay

The Green Jay, with its vibrant plumage of green, blue, and yellow, is a stunning
bird species commonly found in South Texas.

23. The Largest Parrot in the United States

The thick-billed parrot is a rare sight in the United States, but Texas provides an
opportunity to spot these magnificent birds in their natural habitat.

24. The Stealthy Black-capped Vireo

The endangered Black-capped Vireo, with its distinctive song, can be spotted in
specific areas of Texas during the breeding season.

25. The Gorgeous Crested Caracara

The Crested Caracara, also known as the "Mexican eagle," is a striking bird of
prey that can be found in Texas' open fields and grasslands.

26. The Surprising Stay of the Roseate Spoonbill

While commonly associated with the Florida Everglades, the Roseate Spoonbill
occasionally visits Texas coastal areas, delighting birdwatchers with its vibrant
pink plumage.

27. The Exotic Tropical Kingbird

The Tropical Kingbird is a migratory species that occasionally strays into Texas
from its Central American and South American habitats. Spotting one can be a
thrilling experience.

28. The Elusive Black Rail



The Black Rail is a secretive and rare bird species that can be found in certain
marshes and wetlands of Texas. Patience is key when searching for this elusive
bird.

29. The Territorial Scrub Jay

The Scrub Jay is a vocal and territorial bird species found in western and central
Texas. Its vibrant blue feathers make it an attractive sighting for bird enthusiasts.

30. The Mighty Peregrine Falcon

The Peregrine Falcon, known for its incredible speed in flight, occasionally visits
Texas during its migration. Witnessing their aerial acrobatics is a true marvel.

31. The Melodious Blackburnian Warbler

Texas serves as a temporary home to the vibrant Blackburnian Warbler during its
migration, filling the air with their beautiful songs as they pass through the state.

32. The Intriguing Yellow-headed Blackbird

The Yellow-headed Blackbird is a rare sight in Texas, but with patience and luck,
you might catch a glimpse of this unique bird amidst the reeds of wetland areas.

33. The Delicate Wood Stork

The Wood Stork, primarily a resident of Florida, occasionally ventures into Texas,
providing birdwatchers with a rare and captivating sight.

34. The Chirpy Lark Sparrow

The Lark Sparrow, with its distinct facial pattern, can be spotted across Texas
during the breeding season. Its melodious chirping adds a natural symphony to
any birding experience.



35. The Adaptable Great Horned Owl

The Great Horned Owl, an adaptable and powerful predator, can be found in
various habitats throughout Texas, including forests and urban areas.

36. The Playful American Avocet

The American Avocet, with its slender and upward-curving beak, is a striking
wading bird that can be seen in Texas' coastal marshes.

37. The Sought-after Ruddy Ground-Dove

The Ruddy Ground-Dove, a tropical species rarely encountered in the United
States, occasionally appears in southern Texas, making it a highly sought-after
sighting.

38. The Mysterious Black-and-white Warbler

The Black-and-white Warbler, known for its unique striped plumage, is a
migratory bird species that passes through Texas during its annual journey.

39. The Whimsical Scrubland Sparrow

The Scrubland Sparrow, with its rusty plumage and melodious song, can be
found in the western parts of Texas, particularly in shrubby habitats.

40. The Beautiful Yellow Warbler

The Yellow Warbler, with its vibrant yellow feathers, can be spotted in Texas'
woodlands and wetlands during its migration, bringing a splash of color to the
scenery.

41. The Charming Cactus Wren



The Cactus Wren, known for its intricate and well-constructed nests, thrives in
Texas' arid regions and is a favorite among birdwatchers.

42. The Graceful Great Blue Heron

The Great Blue Heron, a majestic and tall wading bird, can be spotted in wetland
areas throughout Texas. Witnessing their graceful movements is a true spectacle.

43. The Gorgeous Baltimore Oriole

The Baltimore Oriole, with its vibrant orange and black plumage, occasionally
visits Texas during its migration, brightening up the trees with its presence.

44. The Elusive Least Grebe

The Least Grebe, a small diving bird, can be found in certain wetland areas of
Texas. Spotting one can be challenging, as they are known to be quite shy.

45. The Dainty Prothonotary Warbler

The Prothonotary Warbler, known for its vibrant yellow plumage and preference
for wetland areas, occasionally visits Texas during its migration.

46. The Mesmerizing Lewis's Woodpecker

Lewis's Woodpecker, with its unique pinkish-red belly and green-gray wings, is a
rare visitor to Texas. Spotting one of these woodpeckers is a true nature lover's
delight.

47. The Unique Baird's Sandpiper

The Baird's Sandpiper, a small shorebird with a slightly curved beak, occasionally
visits Texas during its migration, providing an exciting sight for avid birdwatchers.

48. The Delicate Black-throated Sparrow



The Black-throated Sparrow, with its distinct black throat and gray plumage, can
be found in the arid regions of West Texas.

49. The Striking Green-winged Teal

The Green-winged Teal, a small dabbling duck, can be spotted in Texas' wetlands
and ponds during its migration, adding a pop of color to the waterways.

50. The Migratory Spectacle at High Island

High Island, a small coastal town in Texas, is renowned for its bird migration
during the spring season. Witness thousands of birds making a pitstop en route to
their breeding grounds.

With its rich bird diversity and breathtaking landscapes, Texas is truly a haven for
bird enthusiasts. Whether you're exploring the coastal areas, the wetlands, or the
sprawling grasslands, there is always a chance to witness these feathered
wonders up close. So grab your binoculars, embark on a birding adventure, and
discover the fascinating avian world that calls Texas home.
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Why is Texas one of the best places to see the migration of Yellow-headed
Blackbirds? Where can I see the endangered Whooping Crane or endangered
Golden-cheeked Warbler in Texas? What is the state bird of Texas? If you find
yourself asking any of these questions, then this book is for you...
50 Things to Know About Birds in Texas by Author Mariel Ortega offers an elegant
approach to finding the most beautiful and varied species of birds on the
continent. Most books on birding tell you to travel to specific locations and
hotspots for one or two prize species on your life list. Although there's nothing
wrong with that, this book takes another approach. Here we present you with the
regional view of the state and help you to locate the habitats and special locations
near your travel destination. From this view, we will help you find a diverse
community of birds and celebrate the similarities between species. Texas has an
extraordinary geography, and there is a great overlap in breeding and wintering
ranges for many species. The state is uniquely positioned to offer a variety of
habitats with irruptive specialties throughout the year. Based on knowledge from
the world's leading experts, this book provides an understanding of identification
and life history of several bird species.
This book will help you learn which habitats you should visit to find the species
you are most interested in, such as warblers, woodpeckers, flycatchers, and
raptors. There are also helpful hints for making some of the more challenging bird
identifications. By the time you finish this book, you will know all the best birds
Texas has to offer…. Grab YOUR copy today. You'll be glad you did.
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