Becoming German: The 1709 Palatine
Migration To New York

The 1709 Palatine migration to New York is a fascinating chapter in the history of
German immigration to America. Back in the 18th century, the Palatinate region of
Germany was experiencing extreme economic hardships, religious persecutions,
and wars that left many families devastated. Seeking a better life, thousands of
Palatines decided to embark on a long journey across the Atlantic Ocean to find

hope and opportunities in the British colonies.

The migration of the Palatines was not an easy feat. They faced numerous
challenges throughout their voyage, including rough seas, lack of supplies, and
cramped conditions aboard the ships. Yet, their determination and courage

propelled them forward.

Upon arrival in New York, the Palatines found themselves in a foreign land, with a
different language, culture, and way of life. They had to adapt quickly to survive
and thrive in their new surroundings. This process of assimilation was not without

its difficulties, but the Palatines persevered.
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One key aspect of the Palatine migration was their contribution to the
development of the agricultural industry in New York. Due to their background in
farming, the Palatines brought valuable skills and knowledge that helped
transform the barren lands of the Hudson River Valley into fertile farmland. Their
expertise in viticulture played a crucial role in the establishment of vineyards and

wineries, which continue to thrive in the region to this day.

Furthermore, the Palatines' cultural influence can still be seen in various aspects
of New York's heritage. From their traditional food and music to their distinctive
architectural style, the Palatines left a lasting mark on the state's cultural

landscape.

Despite the challenges they faced, the Palatines contributed significantly to the
growth and prosperity of New York. Their resilience and determination not only
allowed them to overcome adversity but also shaped the identity of the state

itself.

, the 1709 Palatine migration to New York embodies the spirit of courage, hope,
and resilience. These German immigrants left their homeland behind in search of
a better future, facing countless hardships along the way. Their contributions to
New York's agricultural industry and cultural heritage continue to be celebrated
today, reminding us of the impact that immigrants have had on shaping the

history and identity of America.
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Becoming German tells the intriguing story of the largest and earliest mass
movement of German-speaking immigrants to America. The so-called Palatine
migration of 1709 began in the western part of the Holy Roman Empire, where
perhaps as many as thirty thousand people left their homes, lured by rumors that
Britain's Queen Anne would give them free passage overseas and land in
America. They journeyed down the Rhine and eventually made their way to
London, where they settled in refugee camps. The rumors of free passage and
land proved false, but, in an attempt to clear the camps, the British government
finally agreed to send about three thousand of the immigrants to New York in
exchange for several years of labor. After their arrival, the Palatines refused to
work as indentured servants and eventually settled in autonomous German

communities near the lIroquois of central New York.

Becoming German tracks the Palatines' travels from Germany to London to New
York City and into the frontier areas of New York. Philip Otterness demonstrates
that the Palatines cannot be viewed as a cohesive "German" group until after
their arrival in America; indeed, they came from dozens of distinct principalities in
the Holy Roman Empire. It was only in refusing to assimilate to British colonial

culture—instead maintaining separate German-speaking communities and mixing
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on friendly terms with Native American neighbors—that the Palatines became

German in America.
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