
British Antislavery In Sierra Leone In The Age
Of Revolution: The Lewis Walpole

The struggle against slavery in the British Empire took various forms, and one of
its most significant episodes occurred in Sierra Leone during the Age of
Revolution. The Lewis Walpole, a British abolitionist, played a vital role in
establishing a colony for freed slaves in Sierra Leone. This article delves into the
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impact of British antislavery efforts in Sierra Leone during the Age of Revolution
and explores the remarkable contributions of Lewis Walpole in this historic
endeavor.

Background

The transatlantic slave trade had long been a profitable enterprise for the British
Empire, leading to the forced migration of millions of Africans to the Americas and
the Caribbean. However, increased awareness of the inhumane treatment of
enslaved Africans sparked a growing resistance to slavery in the late 18th and
early 19th centuries. This era, known as the Age of Revolution, witnessed
significant social and political changes across the world.
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British Antislavery Movement

In Britain, a powerful movement emerged to abolish the transatlantic slave trade
and eventually bring an end to slavery itself. Influenced by Enlightenment ideals,
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social justice movements, and the rise of humanitarian sentiment, abolitionists
fought tirelessly to dismantle the institution of slavery.

Lewis Walpole, a prominent abolitionist, was one of those leading the charge
against slavery. Born into an influential British family, Walpole dedicated his life to
advocating for the freedom of enslaved Africans. He saw Sierra Leone, a region
in West Africa, as a suitable place to establish a colony for freed slaves.

The Lewis Walpole Colony

Walpole's vision was to create a self-sufficient society in Sierra Leone where
freed slaves could thrive and demonstrate their inherent capabilities. In 1787, he
founded the Sierra Leone Company, an organization dedicated to securing land
for the colony and providing support for its inhabitants.

Over the next few years, thousands of freed slaves from Britain and North
America were transported to Sierra Leone, settling in a region that would soon
become known as Freetown. The colony's population grew rapidly, and its
residents worked hard to build a community based on principles of freedom,
equality, and education.

Challenges and Achievements

Despite the noble intentions of British antislavery efforts in Sierra Leone, the
colony faced numerous challenges. Disease outbreaks, harsh living conditions,
and resistance from local African tribes hindered the growth of the settlement.
However, the determined inhabitants of Freetown persevered and created a
vibrant and resilient community.

The Lewis Walpole Colony became a symbol of hope and inspiration for the
antislavery movement. It demonstrated that freed slaves could thrive and



contribute to society when given the opportunity. This success had a profound
impact on the abolitionist cause, inspiring further efforts to dismantle slavery
throughout the British Empire.

Legacy

The establishment of Sierra Leone as a colony for freed slaves was a significant
milestone in the fight against slavery. The Lewis Walpole became a symbol of
hope and a testament to the resilience of those who had endured the horrors of
enslavement. The successful creation of a self-governing community in Freetown
demonstrated the potential of freed slaves and challenged the notion of their
inferiority.

Today, Sierra Leone stands as a proud testament to the achievements of British
antislavery efforts during the Age of Revolution. The Lewis Walpole's legacy
continues to inspire and serves as a reminder of the ongoing journey towards
freedom, equality, and justice for all.

The British antislavery movement in Sierra Leone during the Age of Revolution
had a lasting impact on the fight against slavery. Lewis Walpole's vision and
determination led to the establishment of a thriving colony for freed slaves, giving
them an opportunity to build a better future. The Lewis Walpole Colony became a
symbol of hope and resilience, inspiring further efforts to eradicate slavery in the
British Empire. Sierra Leone's legacy stands as a testament to the triumphs of
antislavery activism and serves as a reminder of the ongoing struggle for freedom
and equality.
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A history of the abolition of the British slave trade in Sierra Leone and how the
British used its success to justify colonialism in Africa

British anti-slavery, widely seen as a great sacrifice of economic and political
capital on the altar of humanitarianism, was in fact profitable, militarily useful, and
crucial to the expansion of British power in West Africa. After the slave trade was
abolished, anti-slavery activists in England profited, colonial officials in Freetown,
Sierra Leone, relied on former slaves as soldiers and as cheap labor, and the
British armed forces conscripted former slaves to fight in the West Indies and in
West Africa.
 
At once scholarly and compelling, this history of the abolition of the British slave
trade in Sierra Leone draws on a wealth of archival material. Scanlan’s social and
material study offers insight into how the success of British anti-slavery policies
were used to justify colonialism in Africa. He reframes a moment considered to be
a watershed in British public morality as rather the beginning of morally
ambiguous, violent, and exploitative colonial history.
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