
Chorus Line FAQ: All Your Questions
Answered

Welcome to our ultimate Chorus Line FAQ guide, where we address all your
burning questions about this iconic musical and dance phenomenon. Whether
you're a passionate fan or just curious to learn more, we've got you covered.
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From the history and origins of Chorus Line to its enduring impact on the theater
world, we'll dive deep into the fascinating world of this beloved show.

What is Chorus Line?

Chorus Line is a groundbreaking musical that revolutionized the theater industry
when it premiered on Broadway in 1975. Created by Michael Bennett, the show
tells the story of aspiring Broadway dancers auditioning for a spot in a chorus
line. It explores their hopes, dreams, and struggles, providing an intimate glimpse
into the lives of these performers. Chorus Line soon became a cultural
phenomenon, captivating audiences worldwide with its captivating music, dance
numbers, and rich characters.
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What is the History of Chorus Line?

The inception of Chorus Line dates back to several late-night gatherings known
as "The Sessions," where a group of dancers shared personal stories of their
lives in the industry. Michael Bennett, a respected choreographer, took inspiration
from these sessions and collaborated with a talented team to turn these stories
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into a captivating musical. The result was a groundbreaking production that would
forever change the landscape of Broadway.

Chorus Line saw immense success from its initial Off-Broadway run, leading to its
transfer to the Shubert Theatre on Broadway, where it ran for 15 consecutive
years. It held the record as the longest-running Broadway musical until it was
surpassed by "Cats." Despite its long run, Chorus Line remains a timeless
classic, beloved by audiences young and old.

Why is Chorus Line so influential?

Chorus Line revolutionized musical theater in numerous ways, leaving a lasting
impact on the industry. Here are a few reasons why it is considered one of the
most influential musicals of all time:

1. Realism: Chorus Line offered a raw and honest portrayal of the lives of
performers, shedding light on their struggles and dreams. It broke away from
the typical glitz and glamour often associated with musicals, providing a
realistic depiction of the behind-the-scenes world of Broadway.

2. Dance: The show's choreography, created by Michael Bennett, is legendary.
It showcased the incredible talent and artistry of the dancers involved,
elevating dance to a new level in musical theater. The iconic "One" routine is
still imitated and celebrated to this day.

3. Stories: Chorus Line is a collection of individual stories woven together,
creating a compelling narrative that resonates with audiences. It explores
themes of identity, ambition, and the pursuit of dreams, connecting with
people from all walks of life.

4. Diversity: The musical featured a diverse ensemble cast, representing
different backgrounds, ethnicities, and experiences—something



groundbreaking for its time. It paved the way for increased diversity and
inclusion in future musical productions.

How did Chorus Line impact the theater world?

Chorus Line's impact on the theater world cannot be overstated. Its success
paved the way for other shows to break conventions and explore new storytelling
techniques. It inspired generations of performers and became a source of
motivation for aspiring dancers around the globe.

The musical also had a profound effect on choreography, propelling dance to the
forefront and encouraging innovative movement styles in subsequent
productions. It set a new standard for excellence in musical theater, inspiring
choreographers and directors to push boundaries and experiment with new forms
of expression.

Chorus Line also served as a platform for underrepresented voices in the
industry. By featuring characters with diverse backgrounds and experiences, it
challenged the status quo and opened doors for more equal representation on
stage.

Frequently Asked Questions about Chorus Line

1. Is Chorus Line based on a true story?

While Chorus Line is inspired by real stories shared during "The Sessions," the
characters and situations are fictionalized. It captures the essence of the
experiences shared by countless performers in the industry.

2. Are the characters in Chorus Line based on real people?



The characters in Chorus Line are composite representations of various
individuals in the dancing world. Michael Bennett drew inspiration from the
dancers' stories shared during "The Sessions" but created fictional personalities
to bring the show to life.

3. What is the significance of the song "One" in Chorus Line?

"One" is a standout number in Chorus Line, serving as a powerful anthem of unity
and perseverance. It showcases the synchronized precision and talent of the
ensemble while symbolizing the collective dreams and aspirations of the
characters.

4. Who has directed the most notable productions of Chorus Line?

Among the notable directors of Chorus Line productions are Michael Bennett
(original director and choreographer),Bob Avian (co-choreographer and associate
director),and Baayork Lee (original cast member and subsequent director of
revivals).

5. How many Tony Awards did Chorus Line win?

Chorus Line won an impressive nine Tony Awards in 1976, including Best
Musical, Best Direction, Best Choreography, and Best Score. It also received the
prestigious Pulitzer Prize for Drama in the same year.

Chorus Line continues to captivate audiences with its timeless story, incredible
dance numbers, and relatable characters. Its influence on musical theater is
undeniable, forever changing the way we think about and appreciate the art form.
Whether you're a fan of dance, theater, or simply appreciate a well-crafted story,



Chorus Line is a must-see production that has left an indelible mark on the world
of entertainment.
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The ultimate treasure trove of information, A Chorus Line FAQ presents history
and fun facts, including: the unique workshop process through which the show
was developed and written, the stories of its creators, the record-breaking
Broadway run and numerous touring productions, and the captivating movie
version. The book also features all-new chapters on the Broadway revival, the
two London productions, and notable regional productions around the country. In
addition to a chapter on A Chorus Line cultural history – with a guide to all the pop
cultural references in the show – the book includes extensive photos as well as
biographical information on the casts of the major productions. There are also
chapters on recordings, previous books on the topic, and the landmark show's
influence on subsequent Broadway musicals and films.
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