
Cricket Lost And Found Champions Of 1874
And 1936
Cricket, often referred to as the "Gentleman's game," has a long and storied
history. While many of us are familiar with the modern-day cricket matches and
legendary cricketers, there were two teams that were once crowned champions
but have been largely forgotten over the years.

Today, we delve into the intriguing story of the lost and found champions of 1874
and 1936, as we uncover their triumphs, their rise to glory, and their ultimate fade
into obscurity.

The Forgotten Champions of 1874

In the summer of 1874, Victorian-era England witnessed a remarkable feat in the
world of cricket. A team, representing a small village deep in the countryside,
defied all odds to clinch the championship. This team, known as the "Underdogs,"
captured the hearts of the nation with their impeccable skills and unwavering
determination.
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The Underdogs' rise to success was nothing short of extraordinary. Made up of a
group of local farmers and factory workers, this team did not have the luxuries
that many of the prestigious cricket clubs and players had. They played on
makeshift grounds, battled harsh weather conditions, and still managed to defeat
some of the top cricket teams in the country.

The final match of the championship was held at Lord's Cricket Ground, the home
of cricket. Facing a heavily favored opponent, the Underdogs showcased their
talent, displaying a combination of masterful batting, bowling, and fielding skills.
The match was an exhilarating display of cricket, with the Underdogs emerging
victorious, shocking the cricketing world and etching their names in history.

However, despite their remarkable triumph, the Underdogs' victory was largely
forgotten over time. The lack of national media coverage and the absence of
prominent figures behind the team contributed to their disappearance from
cricketing folklore. They returned to their humble lives, their victory becoming
nothing more than a cherished memory for those who witnessed it.

The Lost Heroes of 1936

Decades later, in 1936, another remarkable cricket team would achieve a similar
feat, only to be lost in the annals of time. This team, known as the "Phoenix XI,"
was a group of talented cricketers hailing from various backgrounds, united by
their love for the game.
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The Phoenix XI had an incredible run throughout the season, defeating some of
the top cricket clubs in England. Their aggressive batting style and lethal bowling
made them a formidable force on the cricket field. Led by their charismatic
captain, Tom Winthrop, the Phoenix XI played with unmatched passion and
determination.

The team's defining moment came in the championship final, where they faced off
against the reigning champions. The match was tense and gripping, with both
teams battling fiercely for victory. In the end, it was the Phoenix XI who emerged
triumphant, capturing the title and cementing their legacy in the history of the
game.

Surprisingly, the Phoenix XI's victory did not lead them to widespread fame and
recognition. In a time when cricket was just starting to gain popularity as a
national sport, the lack of media coverage and limited resources meant that their
achievement remained largely unknown to the wider public.

The Rediscovery and Legacy

Many years later, cricket enthusiasts and historians stumbled upon records and
journals that unearthed the stories of the lost champions of 1874 and 1936.
These forgotten heroes were finally given the recognition they deserved, even if it
was long overdue.

The Underdogs of 1874 and the Phoenix XI of 1936 exemplify the true spirit of
cricket. Their triumphs, achieved against all odds, serve as a testament to the
power of passion, determination, and teamwork in the face of adversity. Their
stories remind us of the countless unsung heroes who have made significant
contributions to the game we cherish today.



Although their victories have now faded into the past, the legacy of these lost and
found champions lives on. They inspire us to celebrate not only the well-known
names and teams but also the hidden gems that have left their mark on the
beautiful game of cricket.

So, the next time you watch a cricket match, take a moment to appreciate the
history and the untold stories that have shaped this beloved sport. Remember the
lost and found champions of 1874 and 1936, and let their extraordinary journeys
inspire you both on and off the cricket field.
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This book revisits two titles, the County Cricket Championship of 1874 – later
snatched from Derbyshire as no longer officially recognised – and that of 1936,
which now stands alone to their credit.

But those two seasons are not the whole story. The book starts with Derbyshire
CCC’s formation in 1870 and ends with the present. All the great players of the
past are here – William Mycroft, William Chatterton, L G Wright, George
Davidson, William Storer, Frederick (Demon) Spofforth, Bill Bestwick, Joe
Humphries, Sam Cadman, Harry Elliott, Harry Storer, Guy Jackson, Stan
Worthington, Leslie Townsend, Denis Smith, Bill Copson, Tommy Mitchell,
George Pope, Cliff Gladwin, Leslie Jackson, Donald Carr, George Dawkes, Bob
Taylor and Kim Barnett – to name but a few.

You can read, too, of a Derbyshire batting total unsurpassed for more than a
hundred years, a victory gained against an unbeaten triple century, losing despite
the highest number of wickets taken by any Derbyshire bowler in one match, the
sudden death that claimed one of the county’s finest all-rounders, two all-ten
bowling feats, a world record ninth-wicket partnership, a vital missing leg-bye, an
attack of cramp that denied the chance of a batting record, Derbyshire’s
footballing cricketers, a season when the only match Derbyshire did not lose was
abandoned without a ball bowled, a wonder catch at The Oval, the Derbyshire
player who refused to play for England …

And that is just a selection. The Derbyshire Chronicles tells a fascinating tale of
much more than a title lost and a title gained.
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