
Discover the Breathtaking Natural Places in
America's Midwest

The Midwest region of the United States is often overlooked when it comes to
natural beauty. Home to vast plains, rolling hills, gorgeous lakes, and stunning
national parks, this region is a treasure trove of awe-inspiring landscapes waiting
to be explored.

1. The Great Lakes

Starting with the beautiful Great Lakes, this region is blessed with five massive
freshwater lakes – Lake Superior, Lake Michigan, Lake Huron, Lake Erie, and
Lake Ontario. With their crystal-clear waters, sandy beaches, and picturesque
sunsets, these lakes offer a paradise for nature lovers and water enthusiasts.
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Whether you're kayaking on Lake Superior, fishing on Lake Michigan, or
swimming at one of the many beaches along these majestic lakes, you'll find
yourself immersed in the tranquility and serenity that only the Midwest can offer.

2. Badlands National Park

Located in southwestern South Dakota, Badlands National Park is a geological
wonder that showcases a unique mix of rugged terrain, colorful formations, and
diverse wildlife. With its distinctive rock formations, deep canyons, and prairie
grasslands, the park offers an otherworldly experience.

Exploring the park's hiking trails, you'll come across breathtaking views of ancient
fossil beds and the stunning beauty of the badlands. Keep your eyes peeled for
bighorn sheep, prairie dogs, and majestic bison roaming freely in their natural
habitat.

3. The Ozark Mountains
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Stretching across the states of Missouri, Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Kansas, the
Ozark Mountains offer a scenic wonderland filled with lush green forests,
sparkling rivers, and hidden waterfalls. This natural paradise is perfect for hiking,
camping, and simply immersing yourself in nature.

Traverse the Ozark Highlands Trail, which spans over 160 miles and takes you
through breathtaking vistas and picturesque landscapes. Visit the stunning
Blanchard Springs Caverns or go canoeing on the Buffalo National River – the
possibilities for adventure and exploration are endless.

4. Cuyahoga Valley National Park

Located in Ohio, Cuyahoga Valley National Park is a hidden gem that offers a
peaceful retreat within the bustling Midwest region. With its lush forests, winding
rivers, and picturesque waterfalls, this park is a paradise for nature enthusiasts
and outdoor lovers.

Explore the numerous hiking trails, such as the popular Brandywine Gorge Trail
or the scenic Ledges Trail. Marvel at the beauty of the Cuyahoga River as it
winds through the park, and keep an eye out for the abundant wildlife, including
white-tailed deer, foxes, and various bird species.

5. Isle Royale National Park

Tucked away in Lake Superior, Isle Royale National Park offers a remote and
untouched natural wilderness that is truly a hidden gem of the Midwest. This
isolated island is teeming with diverse ecosystems, breathtaking landscapes, and
fascinating wildlife.

Discover the park's numerous hiking trails, which lead you through dense forests,
along rocky cliffs, and to secluded beaches. Encounter moose, wolves, and loons



as you explore this pristine environment that feels a world away from the hustle
and bustle of everyday life.

The Midwest holds an abundance of remarkable natural places that often go
unnoticed. From the stunning Great Lakes to the rugged Badlands National Park,
the picturesque Ozark Mountains to the tranquil Cuyahoga Valley National Park,
and the remote Isle Royale National Park, this region offers unparalleled beauty
and diverse experiences for nature lovers.

So, pack your bags and embark on a journey to the Midwest, where you'll be
captivated by the raw beauty of America's natural wonders.
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From Iowa's Decorah Ice Cave to the Kitty Todd Nature Preserve in Ohio, this
volume provides a snapshot of the most spectacular and important natural places
in the Midwestern United States.

America's Natural Places: The Midwest examines over 50 of the most spectacular
and important areas of this region, with each entry describing the importance of
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the area, the flora and fauna that it supports, threats to the survival of the region,
and what is being done to protect it.

Organized by state within the volume, this work informs readers about the wide
variety of natural areas across the Midwest and identifies places near them that
demonstrate the importance of preserving such regions.

Illustrations depict 50 of the most treasured landscapes in the Midwest
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