
Experience the Dazzling World of The
Brother/Sister Plays by Tarell Alvin McCraney

Have you ever marveled at the captivating power of storytelling that transports
you to a different reality? The Brother/Sister Plays by Tarell Alvin McCraney,
world-renowned playwright and Oscar-winning screenwriter, is a theatrical
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extravaganza that immerses the audience in a mesmerizing blend of magic,
music, and profound human connection.

The Genesis of The Brother/Sister Plays

Tarell Alvin McCraney, hailed as one of the most influential playwrights of our
time, drew inspiration from his own upbringing in Miami's Liberty City
neighborhood when crafting this trilogy of interconnected plays. Each play in the
series explores the lives of African Americans in the South, delving into themes of
identity, family, love, and resilience.
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The Astonishing Craftsmanship

McCraney's genius lies in his ability to blend poetic language with raw emotion,
creating a theatrical experience that is both intellectually stimulating and
emotionally gripping. The Brother/Sister Plays are a celebration of African
American culture, incorporating elements of Yoruba mythology and African
diasporic traditions to create a unique fusion of modern and ancient storytelling.

Characters that Resonate
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From the strong-willed Oya in "In the Red and Brown Water" to the mythic Ogun
in "The Brothers Size" and the enigmatic Shango in "Marcus; or the Secret of
Sweet," each character in The Brother/Sister Plays carries a depth and
complexity that resonates with audiences long after the final curtain falls.

Audience Experiences

People have lauded The Brother/Sister Plays for its transformative power.
Audiences describe being engrossed in the lives of the characters, transported to
the vibrant worlds of the Southern African American community. McCraney's
plays establish a profound connection between the onstage and the viewer,
leaving a lasting impact that invites introspection and dialogue.

Impact of The Brother/Sister Plays

The Brother/Sister Plays have become a cultural phenomenon, fostering
discussions about race, gender, and identity within the theater community and
beyond. Its unconventional storytelling techniques and unflinching portrayal of the
human experience have garnered critical acclaim and captured the hearts of
theater enthusiasts worldwide.

The Brother/Sister Plays by Tarell Alvin McCraney are a testament to the power
of theater, showcasing the universality of human emotions and the significance of
storytelling in our lives. Immerse yourself in this mesmerizing world and prepare
to be spellbound by the enchanting tales that have captivated audiences around
the globe.
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“McCraney’s richly drawn characters and colloquial poetry . . . manages to sound
both epic and rooted in a specific place. Listen closely, and you might hear that
thrilling sound that is one of the main reasons we go to the theater, that beautiful
music of a new voice.”—The New York Times

“Taut, expressive drama, The Brothers Size realizes the potential of theater to
elevate the ordinary. . . . McCraney’s writing can be arresting.”—Time Out New
York

This is the first collection by Tarell Alvin McCraney, a major new playwright of the
American theater. Lyrical and mythic, provocative and contemporary, McCraney’s
dramas of kinship, love, and heartache are set in the bayou of Louisiana and
loosely draw on West African myths. In the Red and Brown Water charts the story
of Oya, a fast and beautiful track star who must make difficult choices on her
journey to womanhood. The Brothers Size dramatizes the struggle between
brothers who have taken different paths: Ogun, single-mindedly running his auto
shop, and Oshoosi, recently returned from prison and fallen back with trouble.
Marcus; or the Secret of Sweet explores a young man’s relationship with his
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history and friends as he discovers his sexuality and true self against the
backdrop of an impending storm.

Tarell Alvin McCraney’s other works include Wig Out! and The Breach. His plays
have been produced at The Public Theater in New York, internationally at the
Royal Court Theatre and Abbey Theatre, and throughout the United States.
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