
Explore the Breathtaking Scenery: Arizona
Scenic Roads and Hikes

When it comes to awe-inspiring natural beauty, few places can rival the grandeur
of Arizona. With its diverse landscapes ranging from towering canyons and
expansive deserts to lush forests and picturesque lakes, this southwestern state
is a paradise for outdoor enthusiasts. Whether you're a hiking enthusiast or a
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road trip lover, Arizona offers an abundance of scenic roads and hikes that are
sure to take your breath away.

The Extravaganza of Arizona's Scenic Roads

Embarking on a road trip through Arizona is like stepping into a living canvas. The
state is home to some of the most iconic roads in the country, offering
breathtaking vistas at every turn. From the famous Route 66, which cuts through
the northern part of the state, to the stunning Apache Trail, which winds through
the Superstition Mountains, each road has its own unique charm and beauty.
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1. Historic Route 66

A journey along Historic Route 66 is a nostalgic experience that lets you witness
the remnants of a bygone era. As you drive through towns like Flagstaff, Williams,
and Kingman, you'll be transported back in time to the golden age of American
road trips. The road is dotted with quirky diners, vintage motels, and roadside
attractions that have become synonymous with Route 66.
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2. Apache Trail

The Apache Trail is a scenic byway that offers unrivaled views of the desert
landscape. As you wind through the Superstition Mountains, you'll be treated to
breathtaking panoramas of canyons, lakes, and cacti-filled forests. One of the
highlights of this road is the Apache Lake, a stunning reservoir that stretches for
miles and is perfect for fishing, boating, and picnicking.

Venture into the Majestic Arizona Wilderness
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While the scenic roads provide an excellent way to explore Arizona's beauty, the
state is also a hiker's dream destination. With its abundance of national parks,
forests, and trails, there is no shortage of breathtaking hikes that will make you
appreciate the wonders of nature.

1. Grand Canyon Rim-to-Rim

A hike through the Grand Canyon is a bucket-list experience that promises awe-
inspiring views at every step. The Rim-to-Rim hike takes you from the North Rim
to the South Rim, allowing you to witness the dramatic changes in the canyon's
landscape. Marvel at the sheer magnitude of the cliffs and the stunning colors
that change as the sunlight dances upon them.

2. Sedona's Cathedral Rock

Sedona, often referred to as a spiritual haven, is home to the iconic Cathedral
Rock. The hike up to the rock formation is moderate, but the reward is well worth
the effort. From the top, you'll be treated to a breathtaking panoramic view of
Sedona's famous red rocks and the surrounding wilderness.

Immerse Yourself in Arizona's Natural Splendor

Whether you choose to explore the scenic roads or embark on a thrilling hike,
Arizona is a paradise for nature lovers. The state's diverse landscapes and
stunning vistas ensure that every adventure is a memorable one. So pack your
bags, hit the road, and get ready to experience the unparalleled beauty of
Arizona's scenic roads and hikes.
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Arizona’s Scenic Roads and Hikes directs visitors toward the very best the state
has to offer. Travel from sun-kissed deserts to the summits of snow-capped
mountains, from the cosmic abyss of the Grand Canyon to the red rocks of
Sedona and the soaring monoliths of Monument Valley. Visit ancient Native
American villages, chase Old West legends, and get your kicks on Route 66.

In this captivating new guide Roger Naylor features all twenty-seven of Arizona’s
state-designated scenic and historic roads, including five National Scenic
Byways. The stunning drives are arranged by region and include starting and
ending points, mileage, maps, photos, full descriptions, and suggestions on
locally owned places to eat and sleep. Each road trip is paired with attractions
and activities including nearby hiking trails. Create a lifetime of memories while
exploring the details of Arizona’s endlessly diverse and amazing scenery. Travel
writer Roger Naylor exclaims, “Welcome to my world.”

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Roger Naylor is an award-winning travel writer, an avid hiker, and a road-trip
junkie. He is a member of the Arizona Tourism Hall of Fame and the author of
several Arizona guides, including Arizona State Parks: A Guide to Amazing
Places in the Grand Canyon State (UNM Press).
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