
Exploring Crime And Perceived Safety in
Stockholm Subway Stations
Stockholm, the capital city of Sweden, is known for its efficient and extensive
subway system that connects various parts of the city. With over 100 stations
spread across seven lines, millions of people rely on the subway daily for their
transportation needs. However, like any major city, Stockholm's subway stations
have their own share of concerns regarding crime and perceived safety.

Crime, unfortunately, is an inevitable part of urban life. In any metropolitan area,
the concentration of people, diversity, and bustling activity can attract some
criminal elements. Subway stations, being high-traffic areas, often become
targets for thieves, pickpockets, and other miscreants. Additionally, the perception
of safety among commuters is equally important for the smooth functioning and
public support of the subway system.

The Stockholm Subway System

The Stockholm subway system, locally known as the Tunnelbana, has been
operational since 1950 and is one of the longest underground networks in the
world. It covers a significant portion of the city and plays a crucial role in the daily
lives of residents and visitors alike. The subway stations are designed with
unique architectural features, showcasing beautiful artwork, making them an
attraction in their own right.
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Crime Rates in Stockholm Subway Stations

While Stockholm prides itself on being a safe city, subway stations have
experienced their fair share of criminal activities. Common crimes in these areas
include theft, drug-related offenses, and occasional acts of violence. Out of the
over 100 subway stations, certain locations have unfortunately gained a
reputation for their higher crime rates.

It is important to note that the overall crime rate in Stockholm, including the
subway stations, is relatively low compared to many other major cities worldwide.
However, any incidents of crime can undermine public confidence and lead to
concerns about safety among commuters.

Measures Taken by Authorities

The authorities in Stockholm have been proactive in addressing the issues of
crime and safety in subway stations. They have implemented several measures
to combat criminal activities and to reassure the public of their safety while using
the subway system.
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CCTV cameras are installed strategically across the subway stations to monitor
activities and discourage potential offenders. These cameras provide surveillance
and evidence in case of any criminal incidents, aiding law enforcement in their
investigations.

Increased police presence is another measure taken to enhance security. Police
officers are regularly stationed at various subway stations, ensuring the safety of
commuters and responding promptly to any reported incidents. Their visible
presence helps to deter criminals and create a sense of security among
passengers.

Collaboration between the authorities and transport agencies has been vital in
designing and implementing security measures. By working together, they have
established safety protocols and developed awareness campaigns to educate the
public about potential risks and how to report any suspicious activities.

Perceived Safety

While the authorities may be successful in lowering crime rates, perceived safety
among commuters is equally important for a well-functioning subway system.
Even if the actual crime rates are low, if the public perceives the subway stations
to be unsafe, they may choose alternative modes of transportation or avoid
certain areas, resulting in a decline in ridership.

Efforts have been made to improve the perceived safety of Stockholm subway
stations. Additional lighting, both within the stations and in surrounding areas, has
been installed to create a brighter and safer environment. This helps commuters
feel more secure while waiting for trains or navigating through the stations.

Enhanced communication systems have been implemented to ensure that
passengers can easily report any suspicious activities or emergencies. Clear



instructions and signs in multiple languages help guide commuters and provide
essential information, contributing to their overall sense of safety.

The issue of crime and perceived safety in Stockholm subway stations is a
complex one that requires continuous efforts from both the authorities and the
public. While effective measures have been taken to combat crime and create a
safer environment for commuters, ensuring a positive perception among the
people is equally crucial.

As Stockholm continues to grow and attract visitors from all over the world,
maintaining a safe and secure public transportation system remains a top priority.
By building trust, implementing innovative security measures, and addressing
public concerns, Stockholm can further boost its reputation as a safe and reliable
city. Together, we can ensure that the subway stations remain a convenient and
enjoyable mode of transportation for all.
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A sustainable city enables the fulfillment of the mobility needs of its citizens via
accessible, reliable and safe transportation systems. Safety is one of many
factors influencing the mobility of individuals in urban environments. Moving
Safely: Crime and Perceived Safety in Stockholm’s Subway Stations aims to
provide both theoretical and empirical perspectives on safety conditions at
subway stations. The book adopts an approach that is place-centered, looking
upon those who travel through the system and who may become a victim of
crime. Safety at transportation nodes is not a field for one science only; it
demands the combination of cross-disciplinary theories (urban criminology,
architecture, geography, transportation and urban planning) as well as integrated
methods that are capable of dealing with an ever-increasing volume of data.
Adopting a whole journey approach to safety, the book offers suggestions on how
to plan safety at subway stations with a variety of passengers’ needs. Although
these suggestions are not the first ones in the literature, certainly they are new in
terms of relying on findings from hypothesis testing and spatial data from a
Scandinavian city. Moving Safely is relevant for experts in safety and
transportation research, including criminologists, planners, transportation
engineers, architects as well as professionals dealing directly with safety
interventions.
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