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Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, July 1-3, 1863. It was the turning point of the American
Civil War, a battle that not only changed the course of history but also impacted
the lives of thousands of soldiers and civilians alike. The Battle of Gettysburg is
often described as one of the bloodiest and most important battles in American
history. Today, we delve into the diverse and captivating eyewitness accounts of
this monumental event, as featured in the renowned book, "Eyewitness Accounts
At The Battle Of Gettysburg" by Stackpole Military History.
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The Battle Begins

The battle began on the morning of July 1, 1863, as Confederate forces clashed
with Union troops northwest of the town of Gettysburg. What started as a skirmish
quickly escalated into a full-scale engagement, drawing in more reinforcements
from both sides as the day unfolded. Civilians huddled in their homes, watching in
fear as the battle unfolded right on their doorstep.

As we read through the accounts of soldiers who fought in Gettysburg, we are
transported back in time, experiencing the raw emotions and harrowing moments
that defined this historic event. One soldier writes, "The air was filled with the
sounds of gunfire, the cries of wounded men, and the smell of gunpowder. It was
chaos unlike anything I had ever seen before."

The Artillery Barrage

Perhaps one of the most iconic moments in the Battle of Gettysburg was the
massive artillery barrage that occurred on July 3. Confederate troops bombarded
the Union lines with cannon fire, attempting to weaken their defenses before
launching a full-scale assault. These relentless artillery volleys turned the quiet
countryside into a raging inferno.

An eyewitness account from a Union artillery officer describes the scene vividly,
"The ground shook beneath us as each cannon fired, sending smoke and debris
flying through the air. Shrieks and cries filled the battlefield as men were torn
apart by the explosions. It was a sight I will never forget."
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Pickett's Charge

On the afternoon of July 3, General Robert E. Lee ordered his troops to launch a
daring assault on the center of the Union line, known as Pickett's Charge.
Thousands of Confederate soldiers marched across an open field, braving a hail
of Union rifle and artillery fire. It was a defining moment that would determine the
outcome of the battle.

Soldiers on both sides witnessed the chaos and carnage that unfolded during
Pickett's Charge. One Confederate soldier recalls, "Bullets seemed to rain from
the heavens as we charged forward. Men fell to the ground, dead or wounded,
with each step we took. Despite the overwhelming odds against us, we pressed
on, fueled by a mixture of duty and desperation."

The Aftermath

When the battle finally ended on July 3, Gettysburg lay in ruins. Thousands of
dead and wounded soldiers littered the fields, and the town itself was left in
shambles. Eyewitnesses to these devastating scenes struggled to find words to
capture the magnitude of the human suffering they had witnessed.

As we read these eyewitness accounts today, we are reminded of the sacrifices
made by those who fought at Gettysburg. Their stories serve as a lasting
testament to their courage and resilience in the face of unimaginable odds.
"Eyewitness Accounts At The Battle Of Gettysburg" offers a unique insight into
this historic battle, allowing us to connect with the men and women who
experienced it firsthand.

The Battle of Gettysburg holds a special place in American history, and the
eyewitness accounts collected by Stackpole Military History allow us to gain a
deeper understanding of the profound impact it had on those who lived through it.



From the initial skirmishes to the infamous Pickett's Charge and the aftermath,
these accounts bring the battle to life in a way that history books alone cannot.

So, find a quiet corner, open the pages of "Eyewitness Accounts At The Battle Of
Gettysburg," and embark on a journey back in time. Relive the intensity, bravery,
and tragedy of this pivotal battle through the eyes of those who were there. Their
stories deserve to be heard and remembered.
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More than 150 firsthand accounts of the American Civil War, many of them long
forgotten and previously unpublished. Includes accounts from Lee, Longstreet,
Pickett, Meade, and Hancock. Maps pinpoint each writer's location on the
battlefield.
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