
Families in Postmodern Society:
Contributions in Sociology

In today's fast-paced and ever-changing world, families play a crucial role in
shaping society. As we navigate the complexities of postmodern life, examining
the contributions of families from a sociological standpoint can provide valuable
insights into the dynamics of our society.

Understanding Postmodern Society

Postmodern society is characterized by rapid technological advancements,
globalization, and a breakdown of traditional values and norms. In such a society,
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the definition and functioning of families have undergone significant
transformations.
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Gone are the days when families were solely based on the nuclear model,
consisting of a married heterosexual couple and their biological children. Today,
families come in various forms, including single-parent households, same-sex
parents, blended families, and multi-generational households. This diversity
challenges traditional norms and highlights the importance of studying families in
postmodern society.

The Evolving Role of Families

Families in postmodern society have taken on new roles and responsibilities.
They serve as support systems for individuals navigating the complexities of
modern life. In a fast-paced world where relationships are often transient, families
provide a sense of belonging, emotional support, and stability.

Moreover, families contribute to the socialization of individuals, teaching them
values, beliefs, and social norms. As societal expectations shift, families play a
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critical role in helping individuals adapt and thrive.

The Impact of Technology

The rapid advancement of technology has revolutionized the way families interact
and communicate. Social media, smartphones, and digital platforms have
significantly altered the dynamics within families. While technology has its
benefits, it has also led to concerns such as increased screen time, cyberbullying,
and a sense of detachment within families.

Sociologists study these effects to gain a deeper understanding of how families
navigate the digital landscape and adapt to the challenges posed by technology.

Family Structures and Gender Roles

In postmodern society, gender roles within families have become less rigid. With
a greater emphasis on gender equality, families are challenging traditional norms
and expectations. Men and women are sharing household responsibilities and
parenting duties more equally, breaking away from traditional gender stereotypes.

These shifts in family structures and gender roles are crucial aspects of
sociological research, as they provide insights into the ongoing process of social
change and the impact it has on individuals and societies at large.

Family Diversity and Social Cohesion

The diversity within families fosters social cohesion and strengthens
communities. By embracing different family structures and valuing diverse
perspectives, societies become more inclusive and accepting. Sociological
studies provide evidence of the positive effects of diverse families on social
cohesion, debunking outdated notions that only traditional families contribute to a
stable society.



The Future of Families in Postmodern Society

As society continues to evolve, so too will the dynamics of families. Sociological
research will play a crucial role in monitoring these changes and understanding
their implications. By studying families in postmodern society, sociologists
contribute to shaping policies that support and strengthen families, ensuring their
adaptability and well-being in a rapidly changing world.

Families are the bedrock of our society, regardless of their structure or
composition. The contributions of families in postmodern society have far-
reaching implications, encompassing socialization, support systems, and the
redefinition of gender roles. As sociologists continue to delve deeper into the
complexities of families, their research aids in nurturing inclusive societies that
embrace diversity and create a brighter future for all.
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Cheal argues that the sociology of poverty has entered a new postmodern phase.
The new poverty is about loss of faith―in relationships that were once believed to
last a lifetime, and in government programs that we used to think would last for
generations.

The new poverty is about the economic fall of individuals and countries who used
to be affluent and who once dreamed that their affluence would go on forever. It is
about the experience of free-falling, without a parachute and without much of a
safety net. The new poverty is about people who lose their jobs when their
company downsizes. It is about people whose hours of employment are cut in
half when the work runs out. And it is about couples who separate, thereby
plunging one of them―and probably their children―into a low income level that
they had never anticipated.

What is new about the new poverty is the sense of surprise―that poverty can hit
so suddenly, that people can fall so far before they are caught and lifted up, that
the poverty of children still troubles us after a century of progress. The new
poverty is about our loss of faith not only in relationships that were once thought
to last a lifetime, but also in government programs that we believed would last for
generations. Cheal translates the experience of the new poverty into sociological
theory and into social statistics. His purpose is to provoke serious, critical
reflection about families today and the risks of being poor. An important study for
scholars and researchers involved with family issues and social policy.
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