
Favorite English And Scottish Ballads:
Timeless Tales of Love, Tragedy, and Heroism
Ballads have been an integral part of English and Scottish culture for centuries,
weaving enchanting tales of love, tragedy, and heroism. These traditional folk
songs, passed down from generation to generation, continue to captivate
audiences with their haunting melodies and powerful narratives. In this article, we
will delve into the world of English and Scottish ballads, exploring some of the all-
time favorites that have stood the test of time.

1. Scarborough Fair



One of the most renowned English ballads, "Scarborough Fair," takes us back to
the medieval era. This haunting melody recounts the story of a young man who
sets impossible tasks for his lover to prove her devotion. The most famous
rendition of this ballad was popularized by Simon & Garfunkel in the 1960s. Its
melancholic tune lingers in our hearts as we are transported to a bygone era of
chivalry and unrequited love.
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As we venture into the enchanting realm of Scottish ballads, "Loch Lomond"
emerges as an enduring favorite. This poignant song tells the tale of two Scottish
soldiers, one who survives and the other who perishes, during the Jacobite
uprising in the 18th century. The haunting refrain, "O ye'll take the high road, and
I'll take the low road," touches our souls as we mourn the loss of a brave warrior.

3. The Bonnie Earl O' Moray
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The tragic tale of "The Bonnie Earl O' Moray" takes us back to 16th-century
Scotland, where political intrigue and betrayal often had dire consequences. This
ballad narrates the murder of the Earl of Moray by his jealous rival. The somber
melody, coupled with the vivid imagery of Moray's castle ruins, evokes a sense of
sorrow and loss, making it one of the most enduring ballads in Scottish folklore.

4. Greensleeves
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"Greensleeves," with its captivating melody and mysterious lyrics, has captured
the imagination of listeners for centuries. While its true origin remains unknown,
this English ballad tells the tale of a lady with emerald-colored sleeves who
becomes the object of a fervent suitor's affections. The lingering question of
whether the suitor's love is requited adds an air of intrigue to this timeless song.

5. Barbara Allen
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"Barbara Allen" is a haunting Scottish ballad that epitomizes the tragic nature of
unrequited love. This melancholic song tells the story of a young man who calls
upon Barbara Allen on his deathbed, hoping for her love. However, Barbara's
rejection leads to his demise, leaving her to rue her decision for the rest of her
days. The emotional depth of this ballad continues to resonate with audiences,
reminding us of the consequences of lost opportunities and unspoken sentiments.
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6. The Water Is Wide

With its serene melody and evocative lyrics, "The Water Is Wide" stands as one
of the most evocative English ballads. This haunting song describes the
difficulties faced by lovers who are separated by a wide expanse of water. Its
wistful tone and powerful imagery of the sun reflecting on the waves transport us
to a world of longing and eternal yearning.

7. The Battle of Otterburn
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The heroic ballad, "The Battle of Otterburn," recounts the historic clash between
the English and Scottish armies in 1388. This epic tale relives the bravery and
gallantry of the noble knights who fought valiantly on the battlefield. The
adrenaline-filled narrative, accompanied by triumphant melodies, provides a
window into the medieval world of honor, loyalty, and the quest for glory.

8. The Ballad of Robin Hood
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Enchanting audiences for centuries, "The Ballad of Robin Hood" is synonymous
with tales of heroism. This iconic English ballad tells the story of Robin Hood, the
legendary outlaw who steals from the rich to give to the poor. The catchy tune,
coupled with the portrayal of Sherwood Forest as a flourishing haven for the
oppressed, has made Robin Hood a symbol of justice and the fight against
tyranny.

9. Tam Lin
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"Tam Lin" takes us on a magical journey through Scottish folklore, where Tam Lin
falls victim to the Queen of Fairies. This enchanting ballad describes the
perseverance of a young woman, Janet, who risks everything to rescue Tam Lin
from his fairy captor. With its fantastical imagery and captivating storytelling, "Tam
Lin" weaves a tale of love, bravery, and the triumph of the human spirit.

10. The Banks of the Ohio
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This haunting murder ballad, "The Banks of the Ohio," takes us to the banks of
the Ohio River and explores the depths of human darkness. It tells the tale of a
heartbroken lover who murders his unfaithful partner, leaving her lifeless body on
the riverbank. The chilling lyrics and eerie melodies narrate a cautionary tale,
reminding us of the consequences of jealousy and obsession.

The above selection represents just a glimpse into the vast array of captivating
English and Scottish ballads that have endured for centuries. These timeless
tales of love, tragedy, and heroism continue to inspire and move us, showcasing
the enduring power of folk music. So sit back, immerse yourself in these
enchanting melodies, and let the ballads transport you to a world of emotions and
timeless storytelling.
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Includes a plot summary, brief history, and list of selected recordings for each
ballad!

At the end of the 19th century, Harvard professor Francis James Child published
a collection of 305 traditional English and Scottish ballads that would influence
folk tradition and popular culture for decades to come. Presented here are those
Child Ballads that have become most widely known around the world. While the
songs themselves may be centuries old, the stories they tell are timeless. So go
forth now and enjoy these tales of kings, queens, serving men and maidens,
spirits, demons and guardian angels; of redemption, betrayal, avengement and
loss, and, of course... MAD LOVE, MURDER & MAYHEM.
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