
First One In Last One Out Auschwitz Survivor
31321: A Tale of Triumph and Resilience
It was a dark era that scarred humanity forever - the Holocaust. Among the
millions of lives snuffed out mercilessly, there were a few remarkable souls who
defied all odds and emerged as survivors. One such incredible survivor is 31321,
the first one to enter Auschwitz and the last one to leave. In this article, we delve
into the extraordinary journey of Auschwitz survivor 31321, exploring the trials,
resilience, and triumph that defined their life.

The Horrors of Auschwitz

The Auschwitz concentration camp was one of the most notorious death camps
during World War II. It was a place where unimaginable suffering, torture, and
death were inflicted upon innocent individuals. Millions of lives were lost to the
cruelty of the Nazis, but amidst the darkness, a few individuals managed to cling
on to life against all odds.

31321, whose real name is Leo Schwarzbaum, was just a young man when he
was brought to Auschwitz. Born on October 13, 1921, in Nierstein, Germany, Leo
led a relatively normal life until the rise of the Nazi regime plunged him into a
nightmare. Alongside his family, Leo experienced the horrors of the Holocaust
firsthand.
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A Tale of Survival

On May 21, 1940, Leo Schwarzbaum and his family were forced onto cattle cars
and transported to Auschwitz. Little did they know that their lives were about to
change forever. As they arrived at the camp, Leo was given the identification
number 31321, a haunting symbol that would be etched into his memory for the
rest of his life.

Life in Auschwitz was unimaginably brutal. Leo witnessed countless acts of
violence, starvation, and torture. He was subjected to grueling labor, enduring
long hours of exhausting work, while constantly living under the shadow of death.
Friends and family were torn away from him, never to be seen again.

But amidst the grim reality of Auschwitz, Leo displayed unwavering strength and
resilience. Despite being surrounded by death and despair, he held on to the
hope of survival. He formed bonds with fellow prisoners, offering support and
encouragement in the face of unimaginable circumstances.

Leo's intelligence and resourcefulness also played a crucial role in his survival.
He took on various roles within the camp, utilizing his skills to stay one step
ahead of the Nazis. Through his cunning, he managed to avoid the gas chambers
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that claimed the lives of so many others. Leo's ability to adapt and navigate the
treacherous environment of Auschwitz was truly remarkable.

Triumph and Beyond

As the war drew to a close, Auschwitz was liberated on January 27, 1945. Leo
Schwarzbaum emerged as one of the few survivors who witnessed the liberation
firsthand. He had achieved the unimaginable - he was the first one to enter
Auschwitz and the last one to leave.

However, survival came at a heavy cost. Leo had lost his entire family during the
Holocaust. The scars left by Auschwitz would forever shape his life, but he
refused to let the horrors define him. Instead, he dedicated himself to preserving
the memory of those who perished and educating future generations about the
atrocities committed during the Holocaust.

Leo Schwarzbaum became an active member of Holocaust survivor
organizations and a passionate advocate for tolerance and peace. He made
countless visits to schools, universities, and other institutions to share his story.
By doing so, he ensured that the lessons of the past were not forgotten and that
the memory of the Holocaust would continue to resonate with future generations.

: A Testament of Resilience

The story of Auschwitz survivor 31321, Leo Schwarzbaum, is one of extraordinary
resilience, courage, and triumph. His ability to withstand the horrors of Auschwitz
and emerge as a survivor speaks volumes about the strength of the human spirit.

Leo's journey serves as a stern reminder of the atrocities committed during the
Holocaust and the importance of preserving the memory of those who suffered.
He became a symbol of hope and resilience, inspiring countless individuals to



strive for tolerance, understanding, and peace in a world still plagued by prejudice
and hatred.

As we remember Auschwitz survivor 31321, let us honor his legacy by actively
challenging hatred and discrimination wherever we encounter it. Through
education, empathy, and compassion, we can create a world where the scars of
the past serve as reminders of the need for a brighter future.
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While growing up in New York, Marilyn Shimon often visited her uncle in
California. She saw his scars, gaped at his “31321” tattoo, and listened to his
horrific stories of the Holocaust. However, she could not relate to the suffering he
endured or understand the significance of his accounts—until now.

In this grisly memoir, Marilyn resurrects Murray Scheinberg’s stories of six hellish
years in Nazi concentration camps during World War II. The Polish Jew was one
of the first eight men to enter Auschwitz, as a political prisoner in 1940, and one
of the last to escape Dachau.
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Rejected by a publisher in the 1960s because of its incredible details, this true
story, finally available to the public, will shock, horrify, and touch readers.

Abraham H. Foxman, national director emeritus at the Anti-Defamation League,
says of the book: "First One In, Last One Out:Auschwitz Survivor 31321 is a
harrowing tale of endurance, luck, egotism, and morality, one man's story of
survival in the face of Nazi brutality and anti-Semitism. Murray Scheinberg’s
memoir of survival through the Nazi Holocaust symbolizes man’s determination to
live no matter the odds. But it also represents the degradation of the human spirit
imposed on the Jews of Europe by the evil Nazi machine. It is both an uplifting
tale and a sorry one about human nature in the face of evil.”

“A magnificent telling of a moving and heartfelt story.”

––Ira Hochman, Friendly Visitors Program/Holocaust Survivors

“I am moved to tears beyond what I can express. This is an exceptionally
incredible story and the author's writing is extremely moving.The story is a
testament of life and will teach future generations that good triumphs over evil.”

––Ruth Baran Gerold, child of Holocaust survivors

"The author brilliantly wrote about her uncle's life throughout the Nazi regime.
She successfully engages the reader in the emotions and drama of this horrific
period.This is a must-read-page turner."

––Larry Klass, Retired Veteran-US Army

"It is a powerful and compelling story that should be promoted in schools and
read by all."



––Faye Kilstein, child of Auschwitz survivor
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