
From Auckland To Orkney: A Journey
Through History and Beauty
Have you ever dreamed of embarking on a once-in-a-lifetime adventure that
takes you from the bustling streets of Auckland, New Zealand to the remote and
mystical Orkney Islands in Scotland? If so, get ready to immerse yourself in a
captivating journey filled with rich history, stunning landscapes, and intriguing
ancient sites. Whether you are a history enthusiast, nature lover, or simply
seeking a unique travel experience, the voyage from Auckland to Orkney
promises a remarkable adventure like no other.

Part 1: Discovering the Vibrant City of Auckland

The journey begins in Auckland, the largest city in New Zealand. With its vibrant
mix of cultures, breathtaking landscapes, and a wealth of attractions, Auckland
provides a perfect starting point for your adventure. Begin your exploration by
visiting the iconic Auckland Sky Tower, the tallest freestanding structure in the
Southern Hemisphere, to enjoy panoramic views of the city and its surrounding
harbors.

After taking in the stunning vistas, dive into Auckland's history and culture by
visiting the Auckland War Memorial Museum. This renowned museum offers a
fascinating glimpse into New Zealand's past, with exhibits showcasing Maori and
Pacific Islander artifacts, natural history collections, and war memorabilia from
various conflicts.
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No visit to Auckland would be complete without exploring its beautiful coastlines
and nearby islands. Head to the Hauraki Gulf and hop on a ferry to the stunning
Waiheke Island, known for its pristine beaches, vineyards, and art galleries.
Spend a day indulging in wine tastings, beach strolls, and soaking up the island's
laid-back atmosphere.

Part 2: Crossing Continents - The Journey to Orkney

Leaving behind the sunny shores of Auckland, it's time to embark on a long
journey across continents to reach the captivating Orkney Islands. After a series
of flights, you'll find yourself in Inverness, the gateway to the Scottish Highlands.
Take a moment to explore this charming city, with its quaint streets, historic
buildings, and picturesque River Ness.

From Inverness, board a ferry and set sail towards the Orkney Islands. As you
approach this archipelago, be prepared to be spellbound by the rugged cliffs,
crystal-clear waters, and scattered islands that make up this unique destination.
Each island boasts its own character and charm, offering endless opportunities
for exploration.

Part 3: Stepping Back in Time - Exploring Orkney's Ancient Sites
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Orkney is often referred to as an open-air museum due to its abundance of
ancient sites and historical landmarks. Begin your journey through time by visiting
the awe-inspiring Ring of Brodgar, a Neolithic stone circle believed to have been
erected nearly 5,000 years ago. Marvel at the majestic standing stones and soak
up the mystical atmosphere that surrounds this prehistoric monument.

Continue your archaeological exploration by visiting Skara Brae, a remarkably
preserved Stone Age village that offers a fascinating insight into the lives of its
inhabitants over 5,000 years ago. Step inside the carefully reconstructed
dwellings and imagine what life was like in this remote corner of the world during
ancient times.

Orkney is also home to the Maeshowe chambered tomb, a masterpiece of
Neolithic engineering. Venture inside and discover the ancient carvings adorning
the walls, which have fascinated visitors for centuries. The tomb's alignment with
the winter solstice allows sunlight to dramatically enter the chamber during this
time, creating a truly awe-inspiring experience.

Part 4: Embracing Nature's Beauty - Orkney's Natural Wonders

While Orkney's ancient sites steal the spotlight, the archipelago is also blessed
with breathtaking natural landscapes that will leave you in awe. Take a leisurely
stroll along the scenic coastline of Yesnaby and be captivated by the dramatic
sea stacks, cliffs, and blowholes. Don't forget your camera, as this is a
photographer's paradise.

For bird enthusiasts, a visit to the RSPB Birsay Moors Reserve is a must. This
nature reserve provides a haven for a wide variety of bird species, including
puffins, guillemots, and razorbills. Observe these delightful creatures as they go
about their daily activities against a backdrop of stunning coastal views.



Orkney's wild landscapes also offer excellent opportunities for outdoor activities
such as hiking, kayaking, and wildlife watching. Explore the rolling hills of Hoy,
the second-largest island in the archipelago, and be rewarded with panoramic
views that stretch as far as the eye can see.

Part 5: Indulging in Orkney's Cultural Delights

No trip to Orkney would be complete without sampling the local cuisine and
immersing yourself in the vibrant cultural scene. Indulge in Orcadian specialties
such as Orkney beef, fresh seafood, and famous Orkney cheeses. Visit a
traditional distillery and sample some of the world-renowned Scotch whiskies that
have been crafted in this region for centuries.

Take a stroll through the charming town of Kirkwall, the heart of Orkney's cultural
life. Explore the narrow streets lined with boutique shops, art galleries, and cafes.
Visit St. Magnus Cathedral, a stunning medieval structure that stands as a
testament to the island's rich history and architectural grandeur.

: A Journey to Remember

From the vibrant city of Auckland to the ancient wonders of Orkney, this journey
takes you across continents and through time. Immerse yourself in the history,
beauty, and culture of these captivating destinations, and create memories that
will last a lifetime. Discover the hidden gems, explore the ancient sites, and
embrace the natural wonders as you embark on a thrilling adventure from
Auckland to Orkney.
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Jenny is back again - in Scotland - going to the last UK Outlander Gathering,
driving herself up to spend days on Orkney during the Folk Music Festival,
listening to ancient tales told by a peat fire, pressing her hands onto circles of
stones, catching numerous ferries out to distant islands, and sampling the sights,
tastes, and sounds of the Highlands. She lunches with authors, cycles alongside
the Clyde, and stays in a remote thatched croft on Uist. It is all written in a
charming, light-hearted fashion, with notes on costs, times, distances all noted to
be as much help to other travellers as possible.
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