
How Mitch McConnell And The Senate
Republicans Abandoned America
It is no secret that American politics has become polarized in recent years, with
Republicans and Democrats often at odds on key issues. However, one name
that stands out in this discourse is Mitch McConnell, the Senate Majority Leader
who has been at the helm of the Republican Party's agenda. Unfortunately,
McConnell's leadership and the actions of Senate Republicans have been
detrimental to the American people and the overall well-being of the nation.

One of the most glaring examples of McConnell's abandonment of America is his
handling of the Supreme Court nomination process. In 2016, following the death
of Justice Antonin Scalia, President Barack Obama nominated Judge Merrick
Garland to fill the vacant seat. However, McConnell and Senate Republicans
refused to even hold hearings for Garland, arguing that the nomination should be
left up to the next President. This unprecedented move effectively denied Obama
the opportunity to appoint a justice and left the Supreme Court with a vacancy for
over a year.

McConnell's refusal to consider Garland's nomination was a clear obstruction of
the democratic process and a blatant disregard for the Constitution. It set a
dangerous precedent and further deepened the partisan divide in the country.
The actions of Senate Republicans, under McConnell's leadership, essentially
stole a Supreme Court seat from the American people.
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Another area where McConnell and the Senate Republicans have abandoned
America is in their handling of healthcare. Despite promising to repeal and
replace the Affordable Care Act (ACA) for years, Republicans failed to come up
with a viable alternative. Instead, they repeatedly attempted to dismantle the ACA
without a comprehensive plan to ensure affordable and accessible healthcare for
all Americans.

McConnell's refusal to work across party lines and engage in meaningful
discussions on healthcare reform has left millions of Americans without insurance
or struggling to pay exorbitant premiums. The Republican Party's actions, or lack
thereof, directly harm the people they were elected to represent.

Furthermore, McConnell's prioritization of corporate interests over the needs of
the American people is evident in his support for tax cuts that primarily benefit the
wealthy and big corporations. The 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, championed by
McConnell, slashed corporate tax rates and provided disproportionate benefits to
the top 1% of earners. This legislation added trillions to the national debt and did
little to stimulate economic growth or benefit the average American.
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In addition to his policies, McConnell's leadership style has further contributed to
the abandonment of America. He has consistently obstructed bipartisan
legislation, refused to consider important bills passed by the House of
Representatives, and prioritized the interests of his party over the needs of the
nation.

It is clear that McConnell and the Senate Republicans have abandoned America
in favor of their own partisan agenda and the interests of wealthy donors. Their
actions have undermined the democratic process, harmed the most vulnerable
members of society, and eroded trust in the government. It is imperative that
American citizens hold their elected officials accountable and demand better
representation that truly serves the needs of the people.

, Mitch McConnell and the Senate Republicans have abandoned America through
their refusal to consider Supreme Court nominations, mishandling of healthcare
reform, prioritization of corporate interests, and refusal to work across party lines.
The effects of their actions are detrimental to the well-being of the nation and its
citizens. It is high time that the American people demand better leadership and
strive towards a more inclusive and accountable political system.
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In two previous highly regarded books on the U.S. Senate, Ira Shapiro chronicled
the institution from its apogee in the 1970s through its decline in the decades
since. Now, Shapiro turns his gaze to how the Senate responded to the
challenges posed by the Trump administration and its prospects under President
Biden. The Founding Fathers gave the US Senate many functions, but it had one
fundamental responsibility—its raison d’etre: to provide the check against a
dangerous president who threatened our democracy. Two hundred and thirty
years later, when Donald Trump, a potential authoritarian, finally reached the
White House, the Senate should have served as both America’s first and last
lines of defense. Instead, we had the nightmare scenario: today’s Senate,
reduced through a long period of decline to a hyper-partisan, gridlocked shadow
of its former self, was unable to meet its fundamental responsibility. Shapiro
documents the pivotal challenges facing the Senate during the Trump
administration, arguing that the body’s failure to provide leadership represents the
most catastrophic failure of government in American history. The last section
covers the Senate’s performance during President Biden’s first year in office and
looks forward to the 2022 Senate elections and beyond.
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