
Hull History Guide Around About Yorkshire:
Unraveling the Treasures of the Past
Yorkshire, a historic county in northern England, is home to many fascinating
cities and towns, each with its own unique tales to tell. Among these, Hull stands
out as one of the most captivating destinations for history buffs. With its rich
heritage, diverse cultural influences, and significant role in shaping the nation's
past, Hull offers a history guide that takes visitors on a captivating journey
through time.

From medieval castles to industrial marvels, the history of Hull is as diverse as
the city itself. Exploring the streets of this vibrant city, you can almost hear the
echoes of the past whispering secrets of bygone eras. Here, we unravel the
treasures of Hull's history and invite you to dive deep into this fascinating world.

1. Hull: A City Shaped by Trade and Maritime Glory

The story of Hull is intimately tied to its maritime heritage. As a bustling port, the
city played a crucial role in trade and commerce, connecting Britain to the North
Sea and beyond. Hull's strategic location made it a vital hub for the shipping
industry, influencing its growth and prosperity throughout history.
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The Hull Maritime Museum stands as a testament to the city's seafaring past.
Home to an impressive collection of maritime artifacts, models, and paintings, the
museum offers a captivating insight into Hull's maritime glory days. From the
whaling industry to deep-sea expeditions, visitors can delve into the triumphs,
challenges, and perilous adventures of Hull's seafarers.

2. A Glimpse into Medieval Marvels: The Historic Old Town

Walking through Hull's Historic Old Town is like stepping back in time. Here,
centuries-old buildings are adorned with intricate architecture, and hidden alleys
provide a sense of mystery and intrigue. This part of the city boasts several well-
preserved medieval structures, including the iconic Holy Trinity Church.

The Holy Trinity Church, dating back to the 14th century, is an architectural gem
that showcases the finest medieval craftsmanship. With its stunning stained glass
windows and imposing tower, the church is a must-visit attraction for history
enthusiasts. Exploring the cobbled streets of the Old Town, visitors can also
admire the remnants of the city walls and soak in the unique atmosphere of Hull's
medieval past.

3. From Tudor Kings to the English Civil War: The Story of Hull's
Fortifications

During the Tudor era, Hull gained significant strategic importance, leading to the
construction of powerful fortifications. These fortifications played a crucial role
during the tumultuous period of the English Civil War. Today, traces of these
historical defenses can still be seen in the city's landscape.
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Hull's best-preserved fortification is undoubtedly the Hull Citadel, also known as
the Hull Castle. Built in the mid-16th century, this formidable structure not only
acted as a defensive stronghold but also housed royal visitors, including King
Charles I during the Civil War. Walking around the Citadel, visitors can imagine
the battles that once raged, as well as the political intrigues that unfolded within
its walls.

4. The Industrial Revolution and the Birthplace of William
Wilberforce

In the 18th century, Hull witnessed the transformative effects of the Industrial
Revolution. The city became a major center for trade, manufacturing, and
innovation. One of Hull's notable historical figures associated with this period is
William Wilberforce, a prominent politician and abolitionist.

Discovering the birthplace of William Wilberforce is a significant part of Hull's
historical journey. Wilberforce House, now a museum, tells the story of this
influential figure and his tireless efforts to abolish the slave trade. Visitors can
explore the rooms where Wilberforce grew up and gain insight into his life and the
wider social and political context of the time.

5. The Hull Minster: A Spectacular Symbol of Faith and Architecture

No exploration of Hull's history would be complete without a visit to the Hull
Minster, previously known as the Holy Trinity Church. This impressive structure
stands as a testament to the city's religious heritage and architectural prowess.

The Hull Minster is not only a place of worship but also a captivating example of
Gothic architecture. Its grandeur and beauty reflect the intricate craftsmanship of
the medieval period. Visitors can marvel at the stunning stained glass windows,
intricate carvings, and the sheer scale of this magnificent structure.



Hull's rich history embraces a tapestry of stories, each thread adding depth and
vibrancy to the city's cultural heritage. From maritime triumphs to medieval
marvels and the indelible marks of the Industrial Revolution, Hull offers an
unparalleled journey through time.

So, whether you're a history enthusiast or simply curious about the past, Hull's
historical guide invites you to embark on an unforgettable exploration of
Yorkshire's captivating past. Unravel the treasures of the past and discover the
untold stories that shaped this remarkable city.
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Hull is one of the great port cities of Britain. For over 1,000 years it has traded
with the Baltic, northern Europe and the Mediterranean. It is still as important
today.

Starting with a short overview of its history: it was founded in 1293 by Edward I
who was wanting a northern arms depot; it became a flashpoint for the English
Civil War in 1642; in Victorian times it became Britain's largest fishing port. Today,
its a vibrant city of culture; it remains a gateway to Rotterdam and Zeebrugge
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(Belgium) with daily ferry services; visitors walk along High Street and look at
almost 1,000 years of trading history.

Those who have visited come away telling others what a wonderful place it is.

The majority of the book is taken up with the Guide to the city. Following a circular
route, at almost every step there's something that makes you stop: the city's
association with historical figures including Robinson Crusoe, William
Wilberforce, Mick Ronson (David Bowie's Ziggy Stardust era guitarist and
arranger) and many others. There's museums; a walk along the old harbour quay
and a look in the merchant's houses dating back to the 18th century; and a stroll
around the Marina where you can see the shipping coming up and down the
Humber estuary.

The Guide uses over 100 photographs, so you can identify what to find and
there's an informative description to tell you all about what you are looking at. In
fact, you don't even need to visit the city to learn all about it. In addition there are
route maps, web links and a link to our web site www.ivizzit.com and our YouTube
Channel that brings exclusive videos and details of shops, place to eat, visit and
stay.

Mark Saville is a video producer, lecturer, guide and travel book writer -
exclusively on Yorkshire.
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