
Iran And Saudi Arabia Taming Chaotic Conflict
It is no secret that Iran and Saudi Arabia have been engaged in a chaotic conflict
that has had major implications for the Middle East. The ongoing tensions
between these two regional powers have created instability, fueled proxy wars,
and worsened sectarian divisions in the region.

However, recent developments indicate that there might be hope for a de-
escalation in this conflict. Both Iran and Saudi Arabia have expressed willingness
to engage in dialogue and find diplomatic solutions to their differences. This shift
in rhetoric and approach could potentially lead to a more stable and peaceful
Middle East.

The Root Causes of the Conflict

The conflict between Iran and Saudi Arabia can be traced back to a variety of
factors. Firstly, these two countries follow different branches of Islam, with Iran
being predominantly Shia and Saudi Arabia being predominantly Sunni. This
religious divide has fueled sectarian tensions and added a religious dimension to
the conflict.
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Additionally, Iran and Saudi Arabia have long competed for regional influence.
Both countries seek to be the dominant power in the Middle East and have
engaged in proxy wars in countries like Syria and Yemen to protect and expand
their spheres of influence. These proxy wars have further exacerbated the conflict
and drawn in other regional and international actors.

Economic interests and geopolitical rivalries have also played a significant role in
shaping the conflict. As two major oil-producing nations, Iran and Saudi Arabia
possess considerable economic wealth and resources. Control over oil reserves
and market shares has been at the heart of their rivalry, as each country seeks to
secure its own economic interests and weaken its adversary.

The Impact of the Conflict

The Iran-Saudi Arabia conflict has had far-reaching consequences in the Middle
East. One of the main outcomes has been the rise of proxy wars. Both countries
have backed opposing factions in conflicts throughout the region, leading to
prolonged violence and humanitarian crises. The war in Yemen, fueled by the
Saudi-Iranian rivalry, has resulted in thousands of deaths, displacement of
civilians, and widespread famine.

The conflict has also aggravated sectarian tensions, particularly between Shia
and Sunni Muslims. This has led to an increase in terrorist activities as extremist
groups exploit these divisions to further their own agendas. The rise of ISIS, for
example, can partly be attributed to the Sunni-Shia divide and the destabilizing
effects of the Iran-Saudi Arabia conflict.
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Moreover, the conflict has hindered efforts to promote regional stability and
cooperation. It has strained diplomatic relations between countries, disrupted
trade and economic ties, and hindered multilateral efforts to address shared
challenges such as terrorism and regional security.

A New Chapter of Diplomacy

Despite the long-standing tensions between Iran and Saudi Arabia, recent
developments have provided a glimmer of hope for a more peaceful future. Both
countries have shown a willingness to engage in dialogue and find diplomatic
solutions to their differences. The change in leadership in both nations has
contributed to this shift in rhetoric.

In 2019, Saudi Arabia's crown prince, Mohammed bin Salman, expressed his
desire for a peaceful resolution with Iran, noting that he does not want a war.
Similarly, Iran's president, Hassan Rouhani, has called for regional dialogue and
negotiations to de-escalate tensions.

Furthermore, there have been backchannel talks between the two countries
facilitated by regional and international mediators. These behind-the-scenes
conversations are aimed at finding common ground and exploring ways to
address shared concerns without resorting to hostility or military conflict.

The Road Ahead

While the path towards reconciliation and peace is still uncertain, the recent
willingness of Iran and Saudi Arabia to seek diplomatic solutions is a significant
step forward. However, many challenges remain that must be addressed for
lasting peace and stability to be achieved.



Firstly, trust-building measures are essential in the process. Both countries must
demonstrate their commitment to dialogue and show a genuine willingness to
resolve their differences through peaceful means. Confidence-building measures,
such as prisoner exchanges and diplomatic visits, can help pave the way for
more substantive discussions.

Secondly, the involvement of regional and international actors is crucial. The
conflict between Iran and Saudi Arabia has implications beyond their borders, and
engaging regional powers, such as the United Arab Emirates and Turkey, as well
as international actors like the United States and Russia, can provide a broader
framework for negotiations and lend credibility to the process.

Thirdly, addressing the root causes of the conflict is necessary for sustainable
peace. This includes resolving sectarian tensions, finding common ground on
contentious regional issues, and reevaluating their pursuit of regional influence to
prioritize stability over rivalry.

Lastly, sustained diplomatic efforts and patience will be required. The conflict
between Iran and Saudi Arabia is deeply entrenched and multifaceted, and it will
take time to overcome decades of animosity and mistrust. Consistent dialogue,
negotiations, and compromise will be key in the long-term resolution of their
conflict.

The conflict between Iran and Saudi Arabia has had a devastating impact on the
Middle East, fueling proxy wars, exacerbating sectarian tensions, and hindering
regional stability. However, recent developments indicate that a new chapter of
diplomacy might be unfolding.

If both countries can continue on the path of dialogue and genuine reconciliation,
the prospects for a more peaceful Middle East could be within reach. It will not be



an easy journey, but the alternative - continued instability and violence - is simply
not sustainable. The time has come for Iran and Saudi Arabia to tame their
chaotic conflict and chart a new course towards peace.
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Hostile relations between Iran and Saudi Arabia are partially responsible for the
political instability plaguing the Middle East. This book argues that rapprochement
between Tehran and Riyadh is possible and it sets out a realistic agenda for
managing their intractable conflict.

Ibrahim Fraihat interviewed over sixty scholars, policy makers, think-tank experts
and activists to gain an clear, all-round view of Iranâ€“Saudi relations since the
invasion of Iraq by US troops in 2003. His research shows that effective
peacebuilding would be achievable if the participating countries integrated their
diplomatic efforts on three levels: government, Track Two and grassroots.

The result is a fresh perspective on a dangerous and unpredictable rift that
affects not only its primary parties â€“ Iran and Saudi Arabia â€“ but also the
future of the wider Middle East.
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