
Maltese Dogs: Complete Owner's Manual - A
Guide to Care and Costs
Are you considering bringing a Maltese dog into your life? These adorable white
fluff balls are known for their charming personalities and luxurious coats.
However, owning a Maltese comes with a set of responsibilities and costs that
every potential owner should be aware of.

to Maltese Dogs

Originating from the Mediterranean island of Malta, Maltese dogs have a rich
history dating back thousands of years. They were initially bred as companion
dogs for nobles and aristocrats, and their elegant appearance and lovable nature
quickly made them a popular pet choice.

Maltese dogs are small in size, typically weighing between 4-7 pounds. They
have a distinctive silky white coat that requires regular grooming to maintain its
beauty. Despite their small size, Maltese dogs have big personalities. They are
known for being affectionate, playful, and highly sociable.
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Basic Care for Your Maltese

When welcoming a Maltese into your home, it's crucial to provide them with
proper care to ensure their well-being and happiness. Here are some essential
care tips:

Diet and Nutrition

A well-balanced diet is essential for your Maltese's health. Provide them with
high-quality dog food that meets their nutritional needs. It's recommended to
consult with a veterinarian to determine the appropriate portions and feeding
schedule for your dog.

Grooming Routine

The Maltese coat requires regular maintenance to prevent matting and tangling.
Daily brushing is necessary to keep their fur clean and tangle-free. Additionally,
regular bathing, ear cleaning, and teeth brushing should be part of your grooming
routine.

Exercise Needs

Despite their small size, Maltese dogs still require daily exercise to stay physically
and mentally stimulated. Engage in regular play sessions and short walks to keep
them active and prevent obesity.

Training and Socialization

Maltese dogs are intelligent and eager to please, making them relatively easy to
train. Start with basic obedience training and socialization from a young age to
ensure they grow up to be well-behaved and confident dogs.
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Healthcare Costs for Maltese Dogs

Before bringing a Maltese into your family, it's important to consider the potential
healthcare costs associated with their breed. While they generally enjoy good
health, there are specific health conditions commonly seen in Maltese dogs:

Patellar Luxation: This condition affects their knee joints and can cause
lameness.

Portosystemic Shunt: A liver disorder that can lead to various symptoms,
including lethargy and stunted growth.

Progressive Retinal Atrophy: A degenerative eye disease that can eventually
lead to blindness.

White Shaker Syndrome: A neurological disorder characterized by tremors
and shaking.

Regular veterinary check-ups and preventive care are essential to catch any
potential health issues early. Additionally, vaccinations, flea and tick prevention,
and dental care should be included in the overall healthcare budget for your
Maltese.

Financial Considerations for Maltese Ownership

While the love and companionship Maltese dogs bring into your life are priceless,
it's important to be prepared for the financial responsibilities that come with their
ownership.

Below are some costs to consider:

Purchase Price



When getting a Maltese puppy, there will be an upfront cost to purchase or adopt.
Prices can vary depending on factors such as the breeder's reputation, bloodline,
and location.

Veterinary Expenses

Regular veterinary check-ups, vaccinations, and preventive care are necessary
for the well-being of your Maltese. Emergency healthcare expenses should also
be considered.

Grooming Costs

As previously mentioned, Maltese dogs require regular grooming, whether done
at home or by a professional groomer. This expense should be factored into your
budget.

Food and Supplies

High-quality dog food, treats, and necessary supplies such as bedding, toys, and
leashes should be included in the budget. Remember, the size of the dog may
require smaller-sized supplies.

Training and Socialization

Investing in basic obedience training as well as activities to keep your Maltese
mentally stimulated is important for their overall well-being. Consider the costs
associated with training classes or professional trainers.

Unexpected Expenses

While it's impossible to predict unforeseen circumstances, having an emergency
fund specifically for your pet can help cover any unexpected costs that may arise.



A Maltese dog can make a wonderful companion, but potential owners should be
aware of the care and financial commitments they entail. Proper nutrition,
grooming, and regular veterinary care are essential for their well-being.
Understanding the potential health conditions specific to Maltese dogs and
considering the associated costs will help ensure a happy and healthy life for your
furry friend.

So, if you're ready to embark on this exciting journey of owning a Maltese, make
sure you're fully prepared to provide them with the care, love, and attention they
deserve. With the right knowledge and commitment, you'll have a joyful and
fulfilling experience with your Maltese companion.
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The Maltese Dogs Complete Owners Manual has the answers you need when
researching this toy-sized purebred, bundle of fur with the completely white coat.
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Find out whether or not this lively, friendly, playful and cuddly companion canine
with the non-shedding silky fur, button nose and dark, expressive eyes will be the
perfect choice for you and your family.
Learn everything there is to know, including little known facts and secrets and
how to care for every aspect of the Maltese’s life.

This manual contains all the information you need, from birth to the Rainbow
Bridge, including transitioning through house breaking, care, feeding, training and
end of life, so that you can make a well-informed decision about whether or not
the Maltese is the breed for you. If you already have a Maltese, this book will
teach you everything you need to know to make your dog a happy dog and to
make you a happy dog owner.

The author George Hoppendale is an experienced writer and a true animal lover.
He enjoys writing animal books and advising others how to take care of their
animals to give them a happy home.

Co-Author Asia Moore is a professional Dog Whisperer, Cynologist and Author,
living on Vancouver Island, off the west coast of British Columbia, in Canada, who
believes that all humans and dogs can live together in harmony. She and her dog
whispering team, which includes an 8-year-old Shih Tzu named Boris, teach dog
psychology to humans, to help alleviate problem behaviors that arise between
humans and their canine counterparts so that everyone can live a happy and
stress-free life together.

Covered in this book:
- Temperament
- Vital statistics
- Before you buy
- Choosing the right dog



- Health
- Daily care
- Feeding
- House training
- Medical care & safety
- Grooming
- Training
- Poisonous Foods & Plants
- Caring for your aging dog
.... and much more.
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