
My Journey with My Family Through the
Turmoil of War

War has always been a tragically common thread throughout the history of
humanity. It tears families apart, leaving behind a trail of anguish and despair.
Today, I want to share the remarkable story of how my family triumphed over
adversity during one of the darkest times in our nation's history: World War II.

Life Before War: A Peaceful Beginnings

Before the war engulfed our lives, my family lived in a small, serene village
nestled amidst breathtaking hills. Our days were filled with laughter, love, and
simple pleasures. My parents worked hard to provide for us, ensuring a
comfortable life full of opportunities.
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However, everything changed when war broke out and cast its relentless shadow.
Suddenly, we found ourselves in the midst of chaos, uncertainty, and
unimaginable loss.

Separation and Survival

As the war intensified, my family faced tough decisions that touched the very core
of our existence. In an effort to protect us from the looming danger, my father
made the heart-wrenching choice to leave for the frontlines, joining the fight for
our country's freedom.

This left my mother, my siblings, and me to fend for ourselves in a war-torn
environment. We faced constant bombings, scarce resources, and the constant
fear of losing one another. However, it was within these difficult circumstances
that our resilience and love for each other truly shone.

The Bond of a Family Unbroken

Despite the hardships, my mother proved to be an extraordinary pillar of strength.
She took on the role of both mother and father, nurturing us with love and
ensuring our well-being in the midst of uncertainty. She became our guiding light
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when darkness threatened to consume us. Her unwavering bravery gave us hope
and the strength to endure.

Together, we forged unbreakable bonds and learned the importance of unity,
trust, and sacrifice. We relied on each other for emotional support, always finding
solace in our shared experiences.

A Glimpse of Hope

After what felt like an eternity of darkness, a beacon of hope emerged on the
horizon. The war was finally drawing to a close. The conflicts that had ravaged
our nation were coming to an end, and families were gradually being reunited.

I vividly remember the day my father returned from battle. The joy and relief that
washed over us were indescribable. Our family, once again complete, felt
stronger than ever.

Learning from the Past

Living through such tumultuous times had a profound impact on each member of
my family. We learned valuable lessons about the fragility of peace, the
importance of resilience, and the power of unity.

Today, we cherish every moment together and celebrate the triumphs that
resulted from our shared experiences during the war. It taught us the true
meaning of love, selflessness, and the indomitable strength of the human spirit.

A Message of Hope

As I reflect on our journey through the darkness of war, I am reminded of the
countless families who have endured similar hardships. We must never forget the
sacrifices made and continue to work towards a more peaceful world.



Together, we can honor the resilience of those affected by war and strive for a
future where families are not torn apart by conflict. Through sharing stories like
mine, we keep the flame of hope alive and ensure that the lessons of the past are
never forgotten.

Let us remember and cherish the strength of families who triumph over adversity,
for their tales are the epitome of courage and love.
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Winner of the Mildred L. Batchelder medal for most oustanding children's book in
translation.

Escaping Nazi Germany on the kindertransport changes one girl's life forever

At the start of World War II, ten-year-old Franziska Mangold is torn from her
family when she boards the kindertransport in Berlin, the train that secretly took
nearly 10,000 children out of Nazi territory to safety in England. Taken in by
strangers who soon become more like family than her real parents, Frances (as
she is now known) courageously pieces together a new life for herself because
she doesn't know when or if she'll see her true family again. Against the backdrop
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of war-torn London, Frances struggles with questions of identity, family, and love,
and these experiences shape her into a dauntless, charming young woman.

Originally published in Germany, Anne Voorhoeve's award-winning novel is filled
with humor, danger, and romance.
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