
Nursing Inpatients With Anorexia Nervosa:
The Path to Recovery

Anorexia nervosa is a serious eating disorder that affects millions of people
worldwide. It is characterized by an extreme fear of gaining weight, leading to
restricted food intake and a distorted body image. While anorexia nervosa
primarily affects adolescent girls and young women, it can also occur in males
and older adults.
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For individuals experiencing severe anorexia nervosa, inpatient treatment is often
necessary to ensure their safety and promote recovery. Nursing care plays a
crucial role in supporting patients during this challenging time and helping them
regain a healthy relationship with food and their bodies.
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Understanding Anorexia Nervosa

Before delving into the specific nursing interventions, it is crucial to have a
comprehensive understanding of anorexia nervosa. This eating disorder is not
simply a result of vanity or a desire to be thin; it is a complex mental health
condition with deep-rooted psychological and emotional aspects.

Individuals with anorexia nervosa often have low self-esteem and struggle with
feelings of worthlessness, perfectionism, and control. Their obsession with weight
and food is often a coping mechanism for underlying emotional pain or trauma.
By acknowledging this complexity, nurses can approach their care from a place of
empathy, understanding, and non-judgment.

The Role of Nurses in Inpatient Treatment
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Nurses in inpatient units for anorexia nervosa play a multifaceted role in
supporting patients' recovery. They collaborate with a multidisciplinary team
comprising psychiatrists, therapists, dieticians, and other healthcare professionals
to develop comprehensive treatment plans tailored to each patient's needs.

1. Establishing Trust and Building Rapport:

A central aspect of nursing care for inpatients with anorexia nervosa is
establishing trust and building a therapeutic rapport. Patients with this eating
disorder often struggle with trust issues due to the secretive nature of their illness,
the fear of gaining weight, and the belief that their worth is tied to their thinness.

Nurses can foster trust by actively listening to patients, acknowledging their fears,
and validating their emotions. Creating a safe and non-judgmental environment is
crucial in encouraging patients to open up and actively participate in their
treatment.

2. Assessing Physical and Mental Health:

Nursing inpatients with anorexia nervosa involves assessing both physical and
mental health conditions. Nurses monitor vital signs, conduct regular nutritional
assessments, and screen for any potential medical complications resulting from
severe malnutrition.

Moreover, mental health assessments are essential to identify underlying
psychiatric disorders co-occurring with anorexia nervosa, such as depression,
anxiety, or obsessive-compulsive disorder. These assessments inform the
development of a comprehensive treatment plan that addresses both the eating
disorder and any co-existing mental health conditions.



3. Implementing Nutritional Interventions:

One of the key components of nursing care for anorexia nervosa inpatients is
implementing nutritional interventions. Since these individuals often have a
distorted relationship with food and may resist eating, nurses work closely with
dieticians to develop meal plans that gradually increase calorie intake while
addressing an individual's specific nutritional needs.

Nurses provide emotional support during meals and help patients challenge their
underlying beliefs about food and weight. They educate patients about proper
nutrition, dispel common myths, and emphasize the importance of balanced
eating patterns.

4. Emotional Support and Coping Strategies:

Recovering from anorexia nervosa is emotionally challenging. Nurses play a vital
role in providing ongoing emotional support and teaching patients healthy coping
strategies. These strategies may include mindfulness exercises, journaling, art
therapy, or connecting patients to support groups or individual therapy.

Moreover, nurses provide psychological first aid, helping patients navigate difficult
emotions, and offering alternative ways to cope with distress rather than resorting
to maladaptive behaviors like restricting, bingeing, or purging.

Nursing inpatients with anorexia nervosa is a delicate task that requires a
comprehensive understanding of the disorder, empathy, and specialized skills.
Nurses play a crucial role in providing holistic care to support patients' recovery
and help them develop a healthy relationship with food and their bodies.



By establishing trust, assessing physical and mental health, implementing
nutritional interventions, and providing emotional support, nurses contribute
significantly to helping individuals overcome anorexia nervosa and regain their
overall well-being.

Remember, recovery from anorexia nervosa is possible with the right support and
treatment. Together, we can empower individuals to embrace a life free from the
grip of this debilitating disorder.
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