
Operation Inherent Resolve in Syria and Iraq:
Unveiling the Truth Behind the Conflict
Before diving into the details of Operation Inherent Resolve, it is essential to
comprehend the complexity and gravity of the situation in Syria and Iraq. The
ongoing conflict in these regions has not only brought about immense destruction
but has also given rise to numerous extremist groups threatening global security.

Operation Inherent Resolve, initiated by the United States-led coalition, aims to
combat and ultimately defeat the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) or Daesh.
This military campaign, launched in 2014, has seen significant success in
pushing back the extremist group, liberating territories, and restoring stability in
parts of Syria and Iraq.

Understanding the Origins of the Conflict

The origins of the conflict can be traced back to the Arab Spring in 2011 when
pro-democracy uprisings emerged across the Middle East. These protests,
initially peaceful, quickly transformed into violent armed conflicts, including a civil
war in Syria. The power vacuum created by the instability in the region allowed
extremist groups like ISIS to gain a foothold and spread their radical ideology.
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ISIS, also known as Daesh, rose to prominence in 2014 when it declared a self-
proclaimed caliphate, aiming to establish an Islamic state governed by their
extremist interpretation of Sharia law. Their brutal tactics, mass killings, and
destruction of cultural heritage sites shocked the world and prompted
international intervention.

Initiating Operation Inherent Resolve

In response to the threat posed by ISIS, the United States, along with
international partners, launched Operation Inherent Resolve in October 2014.
The primary objective of the mission was to degrade and ultimately defeat ISIS,
eradicating their stronghold in Syria and Iraq.

The coalition, consisting of more than 80 countries, including NATO members,
Arab countries, and regional partners, united to combat ISIS through aerial
bombings, ground operations, and training local security forces. The coordinated
efforts of these nations aimed to reclaim territories, disrupt the extremist group's
financial resources, and dismantle their command structure.

Key Achievements of Operation Inherent Resolve

Since its inception, Operation Inherent Resolve has made significant progress in
countering the threat of ISIS and liberating territories. The successful liberation of
key cities, such as Mosul in Iraq and Raqqa in Syria, marked major turning points
in the fight against the extremist group.
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The coalition's commitment to protecting civilians and minimizing collateral
damage has been central to its strategy. By employing advanced technologies
and sophisticated intelligence gathering, they have significantly reduced civilian
casualties, ensuring the safety of innocent lives caught in the crossfire.

The Challenges Ahead

Despite the commendable achievements, Operation Inherent Resolve faces
various challenges as it continues. The complex terrain, the presence of other
armed groups, and the continuous recruitment efforts of ISIS pose significant
hurdles.

Additionally, the ongoing regional tensions, geopolitical interests, and the
involvement of external actors further complicate the situation. To sustain the
gains achieved so far and prevent the resurgence of ISIS or the rise of similar
extremist groups, it is crucial for the international community to remain committed
to the region's stability and invest in long-term solutions.

Operation Inherent Resolve represents a collective effort by the international
community to combat the threat of ISIS in Syria and Iraq. The progress made in
liberating territories and minimizing civilian casualties is commendable. However,
the conflict's complexity requires sustainable strategies, constructive cooperation,
and continued investment to ensure long-term stability and eradicate the root
causes of extremism.
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On the 29th of June 2014 ISIS declared the establishment of a caliphate
stretching across territories in Iraq and Syria. In response, Operation Inherent
Resolve, a US-led 77 nation coalition, was launched to respond to the threat of
Islamic State. The West's War Against Islamic State offers the first history of
Operation Inherent Resolve and the West's war against ISIS, from its inception in
2014 to the fall of Raqqa in 2017.

Andrew Mumford offers a comprehensive analysis and assessment of the military
campaign deployed against ISIS in Syria and Iraq by examining the West's
strategic objectives as well as the conflicting interests of rival powers, namely
Russia, Iran and Turkey. By examining individual operational components of this
military engagement such as drone usage, cyber warfare, special forces
operations and sponsorship of guerrilla forces, this book offers a unique insight
into the nature of modern warfare.
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