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LEADERSHIP IN ACTION

General John J. Pershing was a highly influential figure in the United States Army,
both as a leader and as a mentor to future generations of military leaders.

Serving as the Chief of Operations during World War | and later becoming a
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mentor to General Dwight D. Eisenhower, Pershing's remarkable career left an

indelible mark on American military history.

The Early Years

John Joseph Pershing was born on September 13, 1860, in Laclede, Missouri.
Growing up during the tumultuous period of the American Civil War and the
Reconstruction era, Pershing developed a deep appreciation for the military and

its role in preserving the nation's unity.
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After attending the United States Military Academy at West Point, Pershing
graduated in 1886 and was commissioned as a second lieutenant. He quickly
demonstrated his leadership skills and strategic thinking, earning the nickname
"Black Jack" due to his command of a predominantly African American unit, the

10th Cavalry Regiment known as the "Buffalo Soldiers."

Chief of Operations in World War |
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One of Pershing's most significant contributions to military history was his role as
Chief of Operations during World War 1. In this position, he played a vital role in
planning and coordinating American military operations, ensuring the successful

deployment of troops and resources.

Pershing's strategic brilliance was evident during the Meuse-Argonne Offensive,
a critical battle that marked a turning point in the war. Through his leadership and
meticulous planning, Pershing led the American Expeditionary Forces to victory,

breaking the German lines and resulting in the end of the war.
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His prowess in the field earned him the title "General of the Armies," making him

the highest-ranking officer in the history of the United States Army. Pershing's
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exceptional leadership skills and ability to adapt to the changing demands of

warfare left a lasting legacy in the annals of military strategy.

Mentoring Eisenhower

General Pershing's influence extended beyond World War |. He also played a
crucial role in shaping the career of another legendary military leader: General

Dwight D. Eisenhower.

At the time, Eisenhower was a colonel serving as Pershing's aide during the Tank
Corps' formation in 1917. Pershing recognized Eisenhower's potential and

mentored him, providing guidance and opportunities for growth.
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Pershing's mentorship had a profound impact on Eisenhower, influencing his
leadership style and strategic thinking. Under Pershing's guidance, Eisenhower
developed essential skills that would later prove invaluable during World War 1l,

where he served as Supreme Commander of the Allied Expeditionary Forces.

Legacy and Recognition
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General Pershing's contributions to the United States Army and the field of
military strategy have earned him enduring recognition and admiration. He
received numerous accolades, including the Distinguished Service Cross, the

Silver Star, and the Purple Heart for his outstanding service during World War |.

To honor his exceptional achievements, various military installations, including the
U.S. Army's main training facility, Fort Benning, were named after him. Pershing
Square, located in Washington, D.C., also serves as a tribute to his significant

contributions to the nation.

General John J. Pershing's remarkable career as the Chief of Operations during
World War | and his mentorship of General Dwight D. Eisenhower have solidified
his place in American military history. Through his strategic brilliance, leadership
qualities, and dedication to preserving national unity, Pershing stands as an

iconic figure who played a pivotal role in shaping the United States Army's future

leaders and ensuring the nation's security.
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Winner of the 2016 Army Historical Society Distinguished Writing Award. “Anyone
interested in American military history will find it a treasure” (Karl Roider, Alumni

Professor Emeritus, Louisiana State University).

During World War |, Gen. Conner served as chief of operations for the American
Expeditionary Force in Europe. Gen. Pershing told Conner: “I could have spared
any other man in the A.E.F. better than you.” In the early 1920s, Conner
transformed his protégé Dwight D. Eisenhower from a struggling young officer on
the verge of a court martial into one of the American army’s rising stars.
Eisenhower acknowledged Fox Conner as “the one more or less invisible figure
to whom | owe an incalculable debt.” This book presents the first complete

biography of this significant, but now forgotten, figure in American military history.

In addition to providing a unique insider’s view into the operations of the
American high command during World War |, General Fox Conner also tells the
story of an interesting life. Conner felt a calling to military service, although his
father had been blinded during the Civil War. From humble beginnings in rural
Mississippi, Conner became one of the army’s intellectuals. During the 1920s,
when most of the nation slumbered in isolationism, Conner predicted a second
world war. As the nation began to awaken to new international dangers in the
1930s, Pres. Roosevelt offered Fox Conner the position of army chief of staff,
which he declined. Poor health prevented his participation in World War I, while
others whom he influenced, including Eisenhower, Patton, and Marshall, went on

to fame.

“A biography that is both dramatic and compelling.” —Mark Perry, author of The

Pentagon’s Wars
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