
Playing The Enemy: The Trouble With
Tomboys
Tomboys, often defined as girls who exhibit characteristics or behaviors typically
associated with boys, have always been an intriguing subject of discussion.
Whether it be the girl who would rather play soccer instead of dolls, or the one
who prefers climbing trees instead of attending tea parties, tomboys challenge
societal norms and expectations.

While many view tomboys as a harmless phase or expression of individuality,
there are critics who argue that the concept of tomboys perpetuates harmful
stereotypes and limits a girl's self-expression. This article aims to delve into the
complexities surrounding the perception of tomboys, exploring both the positive
and negative aspects associated with this label.

Defying Gender Norms: Celebrating Individuality

Tomboys inspire both admiration and bewilderment. They challenge the
traditional gender roles imposed by society, refusing to conform to expectations
that dictate girls should be feminine, delicate, and submissive. By breaking away
from these stereotypes, tomboys become symbols of empowerment and
freedom.
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Playing sports, engaging in adventurous activities, and expressing interest in
traditionally "masculine" hobbies, tomboys demonstrate courage and resilience.
Their non-conformity to gender norms opens doors for other girls to explore their
interests without fear of judgment or restriction.

Moreover, tomboys often possess qualities that are typically associated with
leadership and strength. Their assertiveness, competitiveness, and tenacity pave
the way for personal growth and self-confidence. By encouraging girls to embrace
their individuality, tomboys promote the idea that a girl's worth is not determined
by adherence to societal expectations.

The Dark Side of the Label: Reinforcing Stereotypes

While tomboys embody qualities that challenge gender stereotypes, the concept
itself can inadvertently perpetuate harmful ideas. By labeling girls who display
"unfeminine" behaviors as tomboys, society creates an alternative category that
reinforces the notion of a gender binary. This can lead to the exclusion and
marginalization of girls who don't fit within the tomboy archetype.

In addition, the term "tomboy" is often applied to young girls, but eventually fades
away as they enter adolescence. This suggests a societal expectation for girls to
eventually conform to traditional femininity as they grow older. The pressure to
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shed one's tomboy image and embrace a more conventionally feminine
presentation can have a detrimental impact on a girl's self-esteem and sense of
identity.

Furthermore, society's fascination with tomboys highlights the underlying
assumption that masculine traits and behaviors are more valuable or desirable.
This inadvertently devalues femininity and reinforces gender stereotypes. It is
crucial to recognize that all individuals, regardless of gender, possess a diverse
range of strengths and interests.

Embracing Gender Fluidity and Beyond

Instead of confining individuals to strict gender roles, society must embrace the
concept of gender fluidity. This allows for the acknowledgment and celebration of
diverse expressions of gender identity and behavior. By expanding the spectrum
of acceptable gender expressions, we create an environment that is inclusive,
understanding, and supportive of all individuals.

Moreover, the discussion around tomboys should extend beyond the binary
notions of masculinity and femininity. Instead of categorizing girls as either
tomboys or conforming to traditional femininity, we must recognize and celebrate
the multifaceted nature of human identity. This will allow girls to explore their
interests and behaviors without fear of judgment or the need to fit into prescribed
categories.

Tomboys, with their non-conformity to gender stereotypes, have always captured
the attention and stirred debates. While they challenge societal norms and
provide a pathway for girls to embrace their individuality, it is important to
approach the concept of tomboys critically.



By emphasizing gender fluidity and steering away from reinforcing stereotypes,
we can create an inclusive society that allows all individuals, regardless of their
gender, to express themselves freely. Let us empower and support girls, boys,
and everyone in between to forge their own unique paths, without judgment or
limitations.
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Fake dating the new team captain? Seriously. What could possibly go wrong?

Hannah’s ex has some nerve. First he breaks up with her in a text, and now he
thinks he can take soccer away from her? Think again. As the captain of their
intramural team, her ex might be able to kick her off his team, but he can’t stop
her from playing for their rivals.

The enemy of my enemy is my...fake boyfriend?
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The fact that her new team captain is her ex’s arch nemesis? Even better. Playing
for River’s team on the other side of town is the perfect payback. When her ex
sees them together and gets the wrong idea... Well, what's the harm in playing
along? Hannah's already learned her lesson about falling for a teammate and it's
not a mistake she'll ever make again. Besides, her relationship with River is just
for show—a way for them both to get vengeance on her ex. His kisses might
muddle her mind, but he'll never steal her heart...right? 

A sweet stand-alone high school sports romance.
Check out all the books in The Trouble with Tomboy series for the full reading
experience.
Playing the Enemy – by Maggie Dallen
Playing to Win – by Stephanie Street
Playing the Field – by Christina Benjamin
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