
Reassessing The Problem And The Approach:
Unlocking Creativity and Achieving Success
Our lives are filled with problems that we are constantly trying to solve. It could be
a personal challenge, a work-related issue, or a larger societal problem. But have
you ever stopped to think if the way we approach problem-solving is truly
effective? Is there a better way to reassess the problem and our approach?

In this article, we will delve deep into the art of problem-solving and explore how
reassessing the problem and the approach can help us unlock our creativity and
achieve success. Whether you are an individual striving to overcome obstacles or
a business looking for innovative solutions, this article will provide valuable
insights and strategies to improve your problem-solving skills.

The Current Problem-Solving Method

The conventional problem-solving approach involves clearly defining the problem,
brainstorming possible solutions, evaluating the alternatives, and implementing
the most promising solution. This linear method is commonly known as the
"problem → solution" approach. While this method has served us well in many
situations, it may not always be effective, especially when dealing with complex
or ambiguous problems.
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One major drawback of the conventional approach is that it often treats the
symptoms of the problem rather than addressing the root cause. By only focusing
on short-term fixes, we risk entering a cycle of recurring issues. To break free
from this pattern, it is crucial to reassess the problem and explore alternative
perspectives.

Reassessing the Problem

Reassessing the problem involves looking beyond the surface level and
investigating the underlying causes. It requires asking critical questions,
challenging assumptions, and gaining a deeper understanding of the context in
which the problem exists.

One effective technique to reassess the problem is the "Five Whys" method. By
repeatedly asking "why" until you reach the root cause of the problem, you can
uncover insights that were previously overlooked. This method forces you to dig
deeper and consider various factors that contribute to the problem.

Another approach to reassessing the problem is seeking external perspectives.
Collaborating with individuals from diverse backgrounds and expertise can
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provide fresh insights and challenge our preconceived notions. By opening
ourselves to different perspectives, we can develop a more holistic understanding
of the problem and identify innovative solutions.

Reassessing the Approach

While reassessing the problem is crucial, equally important is reassessing our
approach to solving it. Sometimes, we get so fixated on a particular solution that
we fail to consider alternatives. By reevaluating our approach, we can discover
new possibilities and overcome any limitations or biases that may have hindered
our progress.

One effective strategy for reassessing the approach is "thinking outside the box."
This involves challenging traditional assumptions and exploring unconventional
methods. Sometimes, the most innovative solutions lie outside our comfort zones,
and by being open to new possibilities, we can unlock our creativity and find
breakthrough answers.

Another approach to reassessing the approach is through continuous learning. In
today's rapidly changing world, new technologies and techniques emerge
frequently. By staying up to date with the latest trends and constantly expanding
our knowledge, we can discover innovative tools and strategies to overcome
even the most complex problems.

The Benefits of Reassessing

Reassessing the problem and the approach has numerous benefits, both on an
individual and organizational level. By gaining a deeper understanding of the
problem, we can tailor our solutions more effectively, leading to better outcomes.
Additionally, by exploring alternative approaches, we can uncover new
opportunities and foster innovation.



Moreover, reassessing allows us to break free from stagnant thinking patterns
and overcome any mental blocks or biases that may hinder our progress. It
cultivates a mindset of curiosity, adaptability, and openness, which is crucial for
personal and professional growth.

Adopting a reassessment mindset is essential for unleashing our potential and
finding effective solutions to the problems we face. By reassessing both the
problem and the approach, we can unlock our creativity, embrace innovation, and
achieve success.

So, the next time you encounter a problem, remember to take a step back,
reassess the situation, and explore new perspectives. Break free from
conventional thinking and open yourself up to the endless possibilities that lie
beyond. Reassessing the problem and the approach is not just a one-time
exercise, but rather a continuous journey towards personal and professional
excellence.
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This book has footnotes and bibliography. It is from United States Army
Command and General Staff College, School of Advanced Military Studies, and
MAJ William A. Ault (Pennsylvania Army National Guard).

“The jihadists, represented by the globally minded Al Qaeda, declared war on the
West when Osama Bin Laden issued a fatwa in 1998. Their stated strategic aims
were first to remove foreign presence from Islamic lands, revolt against the
apostate repressive regimes within the Middle East and former Islamic Caliphate
territory, and declare a new Islamic Caliphate based on the seventh-century
interpretations of Islam and the Prophet Muhammad’s life. Subsequent terrorist
attacks did not persuade the United States to abandon its positions in the Middle
East, and on one fateful day, 11 September 2001, Al Qaeda brought their
transnational rebellion into the forefront of the global stage. After the attacks, the
United States increased its presence in the Middle East and began a quest to
eradicate the perpetrators of that heinous act. In the wake of this strategically ill-
conceived, yet tactically spectacular event the jihadists went in search for a
broader approach to attain their strategic goals. Through numerous documents
and writings of strategists and leaders within the jihad community, it has become
evident that they have decided on an operational approach based on Mao Tse-
Tung’s successful protracted war model. The jihadists seek to achieve similar
success on a global scale as Mao did within China.

“The core of the jihadist threat currently faced by the world is ideologically based,
similar in many ways to the threat posed by Soviet communism after World War
II. The astute analysis of George Kennan of the virulent and expansionist brand
of communism the Soviet Union practiced is an excellent model to frame an
assessment of the radical jihadist version of Islam faced today. The United States
attempt at disaggregation culminating in the Surge in Iraq and death of Osama
bin Laden were successful, but the results were not exactly as anticipated. Ideas



do not die cleanly, if at all. The resurgence of Al Qaeda, the Taliban and now the
breakaway jihadist group ISIS have presented new challenges that require
continual assessment and adoption of a sustainable long-term approach to
address them successfully. A review of the past provides useful insight into the
nature of the current threat and successful methods to addressing ideological
threats.”

Some of the topics covered in this book are: Similarities between Communist and
Islamist Ideologies; Mao Tse-Tung and Protracted Revolutionary Warfare; Giap:
Adapting Mao; Muhammad: The First Islamic Revolution; Jihadist Operational Art.
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