
Techniques For Training The Working Cow
Horse 101 Tips

Training a working cow horse requires skill, patience, and dedication. These
highly intelligent and versatile animals are bred for their ability to handle stock on
a ranch or in the show ring. In this article, we will explore 101 tips and techniques
for training a working cow horse to perfection.

1. Establish a Strong Foundation

Before diving into specific cow horse training exercises, it is crucial to establish a
strong foundation of basic training. Teach your horse to respond to cues, follow
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your leadership, and respect your boundaries.
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2. Socialize Your Horse

Expose your horse to various environments, people, and animals to build their
confidence. This will help them remain calm and focused when faced with
challenging situations while working cows.

3. Understand Cattle Behavior

Learn about the behavior patterns of cattle and how they interact with horses.
Understanding cattle behavior will allow you to anticipate their moves and
position your horse correctly.
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4. Begin with Basic Herding Skills

Start the training process by teaching your horse basic herding skills. Begin by
moving cattle at a slow pace and gradually increase the difficulty level as your
horse gains confidence.

5. Practice Cutting Techniques

Cutting is a fundamental skill for a working cow horse. Develop this skill by
introducing your horse to individual cattle and teaching them to separate a
chosen cow from the herd.

6. Introduce Obstacles

Expose your horse to various obstacles such as gates, bridges, and narrow
passages. These obstacles will challenge your horse's agility and problem-solving
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abilities, making them more versatile in the field.

7. Refine Collection and Control

A working cow horse needs to be collected and responsive to cues. Invest time in
teaching your horse to collect and maintain balance while remaining responsive
to your aids.

8. Develop Quick Stops and Turns

A working cow horse should be able to stop quickly and turn swiftly. Practice
these maneuvers to improve your horse's overall control and responsiveness.



9. Expose Your Horse to Cattle

Allow your horse to become comfortable and desensitized to the presence of
cattle. Gradually introduce them to different situations involving cows, such as
sorting, holding, and moving them.

10. Frequent Trail Rides
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Take your working cow horse on regular trail rides to expose them to different
terrains and natural obstacles. This will enhance their confidence and adaptability
when working with livestock in diverse settings.

11. Utilize Natural Horsemanship Techniques

Embrace natural horsemanship techniques, such as relying on body language,
voice commands, and minimal force. This approach fosters a deeper connection
and trust between you and your horse during training sessions.

12. Incorporate Desensitization Exercises

Expose your horse to various stimuli, including noise, objects, and unfamiliar
sensations. Regular desensitization exercises will help prevent spooking and
improve your horse's ability to focus on the task at hand.

13. Partner with an Experienced Trainer

Consider partnering with an experienced cow horse trainer for guidance and
support. Their expertise will ensure proper training techniques and help you
overcome any challenges along the way.

14. Establish a Consistent Routine

Create a training schedule and stick to it. Consistency is key to reinforcing the
learned skills and forming good habits in your working cow horse.

15. Never Underestimate Reinforcement

Always reward your horse for desired behaviors to motivate and reinforce their
learning. Positive reinforcement techniques, such as treats or a gentle pat, can go
a long way in encouraging your horse's cooperation.



16. Participate in Cow Horse Competitions

Competing in cow horse events allows you to gauge your horse's progress and
identify areas for improvement. It also provides a platform to showcase your
horse's skills and connect with fellow enthusiasts.

17. Gradual Exposure to Different Cattle Breeds

Expose your horse to different breeds of cattle to familiarize them with various
types of movements and behaviors. This will enhance their adaptability and
versatility as a working cow horse.

18. Consider Liberty Training

Liberty training allows your horse to express their natural instincts while
maintaining a connection with you. This form of training can deepen your horse's
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trust and enhance their responsiveness.

19. Refine Lead Changes

A working cow horse should be fluid and precise in lead changes. Invest time in
training lead changes, ensuring they are seamless and responsive to your cues.

20. Never Stop Learning

Continuous learning is crucial for the development of both you and your horse.
Attend clinics, workshops, and seminars conducted by renowned cow horse
trainers to expand your knowledge and refine your skills.

By adhering to these techniques and tips, you are well on your way to training a
top-notch working cow horse. Remember, training a cow horse is an ongoing
journey that requires patience, perseverance, and a deep understanding of your
equine partner.
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A well-trained, responsive, and intelligent working cow horse is more than just a
pleasure to ride or watch in action; such an animal is an integral part--a prized
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employee, if you will--of a ranch's workforce. How to find and then educate the
horse to work cattle in pens and on the range, to negotiate a variety of terrains,
and perform all the other tasks it will be asked to do (under a variety of often
adverse conditions) is the subject of this handy guide.

For example: Being able to open a gate from horseback is a mandatory job for
any cowboy. A good place to introduce the young horse to this experience is by
using a gate set up as part of an obstacle course. It is desirable and safer if the
gate can swing freely and is without any attachments. Start by simply walking
your horse through the gate when it's open. Reaching down and gently swinging
the gate as you pass through it is the next step. If your horse is a little spooked by
your reaching down, be aware that horses are naturally afraid of tight places.
Once your horse can pass through an open gate, then attempt to open a closed
gate. Be sure your horse fully understands your hand and leg cues before
attempting this step, because he must be able to move off your leg to stand next
to the fence, move toward the fence as it swings open to let you pass through,
and then move around so you can close it.

Written by an experienced rancher and horse trainer, 101 Ranch Horse Tips will
show you how to start a young horse or improve an older one with techniques
that can apply to performance and enjoyment on or beyond the cattle ranch.
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