
The Battle to Protect North America's
Endangered Pollinators: A Call to Action
When we think about the natural wonders of North America, images of stunning
landscapes and diverse wildlife flash through our minds. Yet, there is one group
of creatures often overlooked but with an immense impact on our daily lives: the
pollinators. Bees, butterflies, bats, and birds are among the many unsung heroes
that ensure the survival of countless plant species, including those that provide us
with food. However, these vital pollinators are facing unprecedented threats, and
urgent action is needed to save them and the delicate balance they maintain.

The Alarming Decline

The decline of pollinators is not a somber speculation confined to scientific
research labs; it is a harsh reality reverberating across North America. The
numbers speak for themselves: over the past few decades, the region has
witnessed a drastic decline in populations of bees, butterflies, and other essential
pollinators. This alarming trend is evident in both rural and urban areas, leaving
no corner untouched by this ecological crisis.

The reasons for this decline are multifaceted, and while some factors have
always existed, others are a result of human activities. The widespread use of
pesticides, habitat destruction due to intensive agriculture and urbanization,
climate change, and the increased spread of diseases have all contributed to the
perilous situation faced by pollinators today. Each individual factor is problematic
on its own, but their combined impact has had a devastating effect on the once-
thriving pollinator populations.
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The Consequences of Pollinator Loss

The loss of pollinators might not be immediately noticeable, but its consequences
touch every aspect of our lives. Bees and other insects, for instance, are
responsible for pollinating around 70% of the world's crop species. This means
that without them, the production of fruits, vegetables, nuts, and seeds would take
a major hit. Imagine a world without the colorful array of apples, oranges,
tomatoes, almonds, and chocolate – a bleak prospect indeed.

But the impact goes beyond the realm of food. Plants play a crucial role in
maintaining oxygen levels and absorbing carbon dioxide, which helps mitigate
climate change. Without pollinators, the reproduction and diversification of plant
species would falter, leading to a less resilient and biologically diverse
ecosystem. The ripple effects would be felt throughout the food chain, disrupting
everything from bird populations to the stability of entire ecosystems.

The Role of Conservation Efforts
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Raising awareness about endangered pollinators and their significance is the first
step in confronting this crisis. Governments, organizations, and individuals alike
must join forces to combat the multiple threats faced by these essential creatures.
Conservation efforts must prioritize the protection and restoration of pollinator
habitats, as well as the reduction of pesticide use. Education about the
importance of pollinators and the steps individuals can take to support them is
also crucial.

In addition, policy changes are imperative. Implementing legislation that limits the
use of harmful pesticides and promotes organic and sustainable agricultural
practices is essential to create an environment where pollinators can thrive.
Public support and engagement are vital in pressuring governments and
corporations to take action and prioritize the well-being of pollinators over short-
term economic gains.

What You Can Do

As individuals, we can contribute to the fight to save our pollinators. Simple
actions can have a profound impact, starting with the choice of plants in our
gardens. Opting for native and pollinator-friendly species creates havens for
bees, butterflies, and other insects. Avoiding the use of pesticides and opting for
organic alternatives also helps create a safe environment for these vital
creatures.

Beyond our own gardens, supporting local beekeepers, joining community
gardening projects, and advocating for pollinator-friendly policies are all ways to
make a difference. Spreading awareness among friends and family about the
importance of pollinators and their plight is another crucial step to gather
collective support and amplify our impact.

A Call to Action



The survival of North America's endangered pollinators relies on our collective
determination to protect and restore their habitats, reduce pesticide use, and
champion sustainable practices. We must acknowledge the intricate web of life in
which these creatures play a fundamental role and understand that saving them
is not merely an ecological duty but also a responsibility for the future well-being
of our communities.

Let us answer the call to action and ensure that generations to come can marvel
at the beauty of a butterfly in flight, delight in the buzzing of bees among
blossoms, and enjoy a world teeming with life sustained by the diligent work of
these humble pollinators.
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All the buzz about North America’s bees

Honey bees get all the press, but the fascinating story of North America’s native
bees—an endangered species essential to our ecosystems and food supplies—is
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just as crucial. Our Native Bees is the result of Paige Embry’s yearlong quest to
learn more about these forgotten, yet fundamental, creatures. 

Through interviews with farmers, gardeners, scientists, and bee experts, Embry
explores the importance of native bees and focuses on why they play a key role
in gardening and agriculture. The people and stories are compelling: Embry goes
on a bee hunt with the world expert on the likely extinct Franklin’s bumble bee,
raises blue orchard bees in her refrigerator, and learns about an organization that
turns the out-of-play areas in golf courses into pollinator habitats. 

For bee enthusiasts and anyone who us curious about the natural world, Our
Native Bees is an illuminating exploration of the pollinators essential to our
survival.
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