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An to Ebrahim Raisi

Ebrahim Raisi, the incumbent Chief Justice of Iran's Supreme Court, is a
controversial figure whose potential presidency has raised concerns within the
international community. Throughout his career, Raisi has been associated with
numerous human rights abuses, making a strong case for holding him

accountable for crimes against humanity.

Crimes Against Humanity: The Definition

Before delving into the specific allegations against Raisi, it is important to

understand the concept of crimes against humanity. According to international
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law, crimes against humanity are acts committed as part of a widespread or

systematic attack directed against any civilian population.
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Such acts may include murder, deportation or forcible transfer, torture, sexual
violence, persecution, enforced disappearance, or other inhumane acts causing

great suffering or serious physical or mental harm.

The Dark Past: Raisi's Involvement in the 1988 Massacre

One of the most significant human rights abuses associated with Ebrahim Raisi is
his alleged involvement in the 1988 massacre of political prisoners in Iran.
Thousands of individuals, primarily members of the opposition, were executed in

a series of mass Kkillings.

Raisi, who was a member of the Death Commission responsible for selecting who
would be executed, has never publicly condemned these actions. Instead, he has
been accused of actively participating in the gross human rights violations

committed during this period.
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The Role of Raisi in Suppressing Dissent

Throughout his time as Chief Justice, Raisi has played a crucial role in
suppressing dissent and stifling opposition voices in Iran. Under his leadership,
the judiciary system has been used as a tool to target human rights activists,

journalists, and political dissidents.

The system has been characterized by unfair trials, arbitrary detentions, and
widespread use of torture to extract confessions. Such actions clearly violate
international human rights standards and contribute to the perpetuation of a

climate of fear and repression within the country.

Raisi's Presidential Bid: Implications for Human Rights

Ebrahim Raisi's presidential candidacy poses significant implications for human
rights in Iran. If elected, he would hold one of the highest positions of power
within the country, potentially allowing him to further consolidate oppressive

measures and suppress dissent even further.

Concerns have been raised about the potential for worsening conditions for
women's rights, religious minorities, and political dissidents under Raisi's
leadership. His track record and involvement in past abuses paint a bleak future

for human rights in Iran.

The International Community's Responsibility

The international community, including organizations such as the United Nations
and human rights NGOs, have a responsibility to hold individuals like Ebrahim
Raisi accountable for their actions. This includes supporting independent
investigations into his alleged involvement in crimes against humanity and urging

states to impose sanctions if necessary.



By taking a strong stance against Raisi and demanding justice, the international
community can send a clear message that human rights violations and crimes

against humanity will not go unnoticed or unpunished.

Ebrahim Raisi's potential presidency raises significant concerns about the future
of human rights in Iran. His involvement in the 1988 massacre and his role in
suppressing dissent are clear indications of his disregard for fundamental human

rights values.

The international community must act decisively to hold Raisi accountable for his

actions and prevent further violations from occurring. Only through a unified effort

can we ensure that justice is served and human rights respected in Iran.
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Iran in 2021 is on the threshold of fundamental change. The clerics' Supreme
Leader, Ali Khamenei, finds his regime increasingly weak and in jeopardy
following a series of uprisings since 2017, systemic corruption, a bankrupt

economy, and an explosive society. Faced with these realities, Khamenei has
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opted to close ranks and consolidate power in the hands of those absolutely loyal
to him. Ebrahim Raisi, a notorious mass murderer, was handpicked by Khamenei,

to take on the position of president of the regime.

In the summer of 1988, some 30,000 innocent men, women, and children were
hanged in a matter of weeks. The majority of the victims (90%) were members or
supporters of the People's Mojahedin Organization of Iran (PMOI/MEK). Raisi
was one of four members of the infamous death commission in Tehran. He has
continued his role as Iran's henchman to this day, including overseeing the killing

of 1,500 Iranian protesters in November 2019.

This manuscript makes the case for bringing Ebrahim Raisi to justice before an

international tribunal for crimes against humanity.

His presidency is a litmus test for the international community: Will the West
engage and deal with this genocidal regime, or stand with the Iranian people as
they struggle to overthrow the theocracy, attain freedom and establish a

democratic, secular and non-nuclear republic in Iran.
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