
The Complete History Of The Peloponnesian
War And Its Aftermath From The Ancient
Greek Perspective
The Peloponnesian War, fought between Athens and Sparta in ancient Greece,
was a conflict that shaped the history of the region. Spanning for more than
twenty-seven years, this war had profound effects on the participating states and
marked the end of Athens' golden age. In this comprehensive article, we delve
into the complete history of the Peloponnesian War and its aftermath, exploring
the causes, major battles, key players, and the lasting impact on Greece.

Causes

The Peloponnesian War was primarily fueled by the growing power struggle
between Athens and Sparta. Athens, a democracy with a powerful navy, sought to
expand its empire and influence throughout Greece. On the other hand, Sparta,
an oligarchy with a formidable land army, was determined to prevent Athens from
becoming too dominant. Disputes over trade routes, alliances, and conflicting
ideologies ultimately led to the outbreak of war in 431 BC.
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Major Battles

Over the course of the war, numerous battles were fought that demonstrated the
military prowess and strategies of both Athens and Sparta. One of the most
significant battles was the Battle of Syracuse, where Athens suffered a
devastating defeat, leading to a decline in their power and eventual surrender.
The Battle of Pylos, the Battle of Arginusae, and the Battle of Mantinea are other
notable conflicts that shaped the outcomes of the war.
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Key Players

The Peloponnesian War involved various key players who played pivotal roles in
the conflict. Prominent figures such as Pericles, the influential Athenian
statesman, and Alcibiades, a controversial and ambitious figure who switched
sides during the war, had a significant impact on the strategies and outcomes of
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the battles. Spartan leaders, including Lysander and Brasidas, also shaped the
course of events through their military leadership and political influence.

The Aftermath

The Peloponnesian War had a profound and lasting impact on ancient Greece.
Athens, once a dominant power, was left weakened and vulnerable. The war
unleashed deep divisions within Greek society, leading to a breakdown of trust
and unity. Sparta emerged as the leading power, but its dominance was short-
lived as the ensuing power struggles eventually led to the decline of Greek city-
states as a whole.

Lasting Impact

The consequences of the Peloponnesian War went far beyond the war itself. The
conflict weakened Greece as a whole, making it susceptible to external threats. It
paved the way for the rise of Macedonia under Philip II and his son Alexander the
Great. The war also influenced the development of political theories, such as
those proposed by Thucydides, an eyewitness to the war, and introduced a
lasting sense of skepticism and caution in international relations.

The Peloponnesian War was a defining moment in ancient Greek history, with its
causes, major battles, key players, and aftermath shaping the destiny of city-
states and the region as a whole. The war marked the end of Athens' golden age
and highlighted the fragility of Greek alliances. By exploring this comprehensive
history, we gain a deeper understanding of the complex dynamics and far-
reaching consequences of this pivotal conflict.
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The Peloponnesian War took place in the 5th Century BC. This war was fought
between Athens and Sparta – at the time the two most powerful city-states in
ancient Greece. The Peloponnesian War reshaped the ancient Greek world,
made a significant power shift in ancient Greece, favoring Sparta. It caused the
total regional decline and marked the dramatic end to the fifth century BC and the
golden age of Greece. Ancient Greek warfare, originally a limited and formalized
form of conflict, was transformed into an all-out struggle between city-states,
complete with atrocities on a large scale. Shattering religious and cultural taboos,
devastating vast swathes of countryside, and destroying whole cities, the
Peloponnesian War marked the dramatic end to the fifth century BC and the
golden age of Greece.
This book provides a thorough insight into this period of the history of ancient
Greece and this devastating conflict through the work of the prominent modern
historian J. B. Bury, as well as the most important contemporary sources - History
of the Peloponnesian War by Thucydides and Hellenica by Xenophon.
Content:

The History of the Peloponnesian War (by J.B. Bury)
Primary Sources
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The Peloponnesian War (by Thucydides)
Hellenica: The Final Years of the War Its Aftermath (by Xenophon)
The History of the Peloponnesian War by Thucydides is widely considered to be a
classic and regarded as one of the earliest scholarly works of history.
Hellenica by Xenophon is direct continuation of Thucydides' History of the
Peloponnesian War. There is virtually no transition between the two works, to the
extent that the opening words of Hellenica are translated as "After this", or
sometimes "Following these events". The Hellenica recounts the last seven years
of the Peloponnesian war, as well as its aftermath.
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