
The Epic Military Journey: Unveiling the
Fascinating History of Iran's Armed Forces
When it comes to military history, Iran stands tall as a nation with a proud and rich
heritage. For centuries, its armed forces have played a crucial role in shaping the
country's destiny and safeguarding its interests. Join us on this captivating
journey as we explore Iran's military exploits, notable battles, influential leaders,
and the enduring legacy of its armed forces.

From Ancient Persia to the Islamic Republic: The Birth of a Military
Powerhouse

The roots of Iran's military prowess can be traced back to the ancient Persian
Empire, renowned for its formidable military might and conquests. Under the
leadership of Cyrus the Great, the Persians built one of the largest empires the
world had ever seen, stretching from the Mediterranean to the Indus River. The
army, often referred to as the Immortals, was renowned for its highly skilled
soldiers, advanced weaponry, and strategic brilliance. This legacy of military
excellence would reverberate through the ages.

Fast forward to the modern era, and Iran's armed forces have evolved to become
a force to be reckoned with. The Islamic Revolution of 1979 marked a turning
point, leading to the establishment of the Islamic Republic of Iran and significant
changes within its military structure. The Iranian military underwent a remarkable
transformation, embracing new technologies, increasing its military might, and
redefining its strategic objectives.
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Defending the Nation: Iran's Armed Forces at the Forefront

Over the years, Iran's armed forces have safeguarded the nation's sovereignty
and security, facing numerous challenges and conflicts. The Iran-Iraq War of the
1980s, one of the longest and most brutal conflicts of the 20th century,
showcased the indomitable spirit and resilience of Iran's armed forces. Despite
being outnumbered and facing considerable international opposition, the Iranian
military demonstrated remarkable tactics and unwavering determination,
eventually repelling the Iraqi invasion.

Today, Iran boasts a diverse mix of military capabilities, reflecting its commitment
to self-reliance and a strong defense posture. The Army, Navy, Air Force, and
Revolutionary Guards all function cohesively to ensure the nation's security. Iran's
missile program and its advances in drone technology have garnered
international attention, showcasing the country's ability to develop and deploy
sophisticated weapons systems.

Forging Leaders: The Outstanding Commanders of Iran's Armed
Forces
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Iran's military history is replete with heroic leaders who have left an indelible mark
on the nation's armed forces. One such figure is Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, the
last Shah of Iran, who modernized the country's military infrastructure and
established close ties with Western powers, significantly influencing Iran's armed
forces during his reign. Another influential figure is General Qasem Soleimani, the
commander of the Quds Force, who played a pivotal role in shaping Iran's
regional influence and leading the fight against ISIS.

It is worth noting that Iran's military leaders are not solely male; women have also
played a significant role. One notable example is Vice Admiral Shahla Ahmadi,
who became the first woman to command Iran's naval forces, inspiring
generations of aspiring female military personnel.

Legacy and Future: Iran's Armed Forces in the 21st Century

As we delve into the military history of Iran and its armed forces, one cannot
ignore the geopolitical landscape and the challenges that lie ahead. Iran's armed
forces face both domestic and international pressures as they navigate regional
conflicts, economic sanctions, and advancements in military technology.
Nonetheless, the centuries-old legacy of military excellence continues to shape
Iran's armed forces, allowing them to adapt and face future challenges head-on.

Furthermore, Iran's armed forces continue to evolve and innovate. The
development of indigenous defense industries, including the production of
domestically-built fighter jets, submarines, and missile systems, highlights Iran's
commitment to self-sufficiency and technological advancements. This not only
strengthens the nation's defense capabilities but also serves as a testament to
Iran's determination to assert its position as a regional power.



The military history of Iran and its armed forces is a testimony to the nation's
resilience, strategic brilliance, and commitment to self-reliance. From the glorious
days of ancient Persia to the modern era, Iran's military has weathered countless
storms, emerging stronger and more sophisticated each time. As Iran continues
to navigate the complexities of the 21st century, its armed forces will undoubtedly
play a vital role in shaping its path forward, safeguarding its national interests,
and leaving an everlasting legacy for generations to come.
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Immortal is the only single-volume English-language survey of Iran’s military
history. CIA analyst Steven R. Ward shows that Iran’s soldiers, from the famed
“Immortals” of ancient Persia to today’s Revolutionary Guard, have demonstrated
through the centuries that they should not be underestimated. This history also
provides background on the nationalist, tribal, and religious heritages of the
country to help readers better understand Iran and its security outlook.

Immortal begins with the founding of ancient Persia’s empire under Cyrus the
Great and continues through the Iran-Iraq War (1980–1988) and up to the
present. Drawing on a wide range of sources including declassified documents,
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the author gives primary focus to the modern era to relate the build-up of the
military under the last Shah, its collapse during the Islamic revolution, its fortunes
in the Iran-Iraq War, and its rise from the ashes to help Iran become once again a
major regional military power. He shows that, despite command and supply
problems, Iranian soldiers demonstrate high levels of bravery and perseverance
and have enjoyed surprising tactical successes even when victory has been
elusive. These qualities and the Iranians’ ability to impose high costs on their
enemies by exploiting Iran’s imposing geography bear careful consideration today
by potential opponents.
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