
The Evolution Of An Alternative Community:
The New History Of Quakerism
Welcome to the captivating world of Quakerism - a unique and alternative
community that has been evolving for centuries. From its humble beginnings in
the 17th century to the modern-day practices, Quakerism has transformed and
adapted, leaving an indelible mark on history and society. Join us on this
enlightening journey as we discover the intriguing evolution of Quakerism and
explore how this alternative community continues to shape the world we live in
today.

The Origins of Quakerism

Quakerism, officially known as the Religious Society of Friends, emerged during
the tumultuous period of the English Civil War in the 17th century. It was founded
by the charismatic preacher George Fox, who believed in the ability of every
individual to directly connect with God without the need for intermediaries such as
priests or bishops.

The Quakers were known for their unorthodox practices, which set them apart
from other religious groups of the time. They referred to each other as "Friends"
and rejected the established church hierarchy and sacraments, emphasizing
instead the inner voice of conscience as the ultimate authority.
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Challenges and Persecution

Due to their unorthodox beliefs and practices, Quakers faced severe persecution
in England. They were seen as a threat to the social order and were subjected to
fines, imprisonment, and even death. Many Quakers sought refuge in America,
where they were able to establish communities that allowed them to freely
practice their faith.
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The Quaker belief in equality and pacifism also led them to play a significant role
in social and political movements. Quakers were vocal opponents of slavery,
leading abolitionist efforts and advocating for the rights of marginalized
communities.

The Modern Evolution of Quakerism

As time passed, Quakerism continued to evolve, adapting to the changing social
and cultural contexts. The Industrial Revolution brought about new challenges
and opportunities for Quakers, who actively engaged in social reforms, such as
prison reform, education, and labor rights.

In the 20th century, Quakerism experienced a renewed focus on spirituality and
social justice. The Quakers played a critical role in various peace movements,
including opposition to wars and nuclear weapons. They also championed
environmental causes long before it became a global concern.
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The Quaker Way Today

Today, Quakerism remains an alternative community that continues to inspire
individuals seeking a spiritual and socially conscious path. Quaker meetings,
where participants gather for worship in silence, provide opportunities for
reflection and connection.

Quakers are actively involved in social justice issues, from supporting LGBTQ+
rights to advocating for climate action. The Quaker belief in simplicity, equality,
and integrity serves as a guiding principle in their pursuit of a better world.

The Impact of Quakerism on Society

The influence of Quakerism extends far beyond its own community. Quakers
have played a central role in inspiring numerous social and political movements,
including the civil rights movement, feminism, and humanitarian efforts. The
concept of nonviolent resistance, popularized by figures like Mahatma Gandhi
and Martin Luther King Jr., was deeply influenced by Quaker philosophy.

Furthermore, Quaker values have left a lasting imprint on education. Many
renowned Quaker-founded institutions, such as Harvard University and Bryn
Mawr College, continue to shape the intellectual landscape.

Quakerism's evolution has been a testament to the resilience and adaptability of
this alternative community. From its origins in the 17th century to its continued
involvement in social justice movements today, Quakers have consistently
challenged societal norms and advocated for a more inclusive and just world.

As we navigate the complexities of the modern era, the history of Quakerism
serves as a reminder of the power of individual conscience and collective action.



It invites us to question the status quo, stand up for what we believe in, and strive
for a better tomorrow.

The Quakers, 1656–1723: The Evolution of an
Alternative Community (The New History of
Quakerism Book 2)
by Eleanor Herman(1st Edition, Kindle Edition)

4.7 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 926 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 442 pages

This landmark volume is the first in a century to examine the “Second Period” of
Quakerism, a time when the Religious Society of Friends experienced upheavals
in theology, authority and institutional structures, and political trajectories as a
result of the persecution Quakers faced in the first decades of the movement’s
existence.

The authors and special contributors explore the early growth of Quakerism,
assess important developments in Quaker faith and practice, and show how
Friends coped with the challenges posed by external and internal threats in the
final years of the Stuart age—not only in Europe and North America but also in
locations such as the Caribbean. This groundbreaking collection sheds new light
on a range of subjects, including the often tense relations between Quakers and
the authorities, the role of female Friends during the Second Period, the effect of
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major industrial development on Quakerism, and comparisons between founder
George Fox and the younger generation of Quakers, such as Robert Barclay,
George Keith, and William Penn.

Accessible, well-researched, and seamlessly comprehensive, The Quakers,
1656–1723 promises to reinvigorate a conversation largely ignored by
scholarship over the last century and to become the definitive work on this
important era in Quaker history.

In addition to the authors, the contributors are Erin Bell, Raymond Brown, J.
William Frost, Emma Lapsansky-Werner, Robynne Rogers Healey, Alan P. F. Sell,
and George Southcombe.
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