
The Extraordinary Life of John Rawlins:
Abridged and Annotated

John Rawlins, a name that echoes through the annals of history, represents the
epitome of honor, courage, and determination. In this abridged and annotated
account, we delve into the extraordinary life of this remarkable individual,
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unearthing his exceptional contributions to society and his relentless pursuit of
justice.

Early Life and Childhood

John Rawlins was born on April 17, 1831, in a small rural town on the outskirts of
Philadelphia. His humble beginnings provided little indication of the indomitable
spirit that would define his future. Raised in a family of modest means, Rawlins
learned the importance of hard work and perseverance from a young age.
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His childhood was marked by a curiosity that drove him to explore the world
around him. His frequent visits to the local library nurtured his love for knowledge
and ignited a desire to make a difference in the world.
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The American Civil War

At the outbreak of the American Civil War, Rawlins found himself torn between his
duty to his country and his aspiration for justice. Choosing to follow his heart, he
enlisted in the Union Army and quickly rose through the ranks due to his
exemplary leadership skills and unwavering determination.
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Rawlins played a pivotal role as an aide to General Ulysses S. Grant, guiding him
through the complexities of the battlefield and ensuring the success of numerous
military campaigns. His unwavering loyalty and strategic prowess earned him the
respect and admiration of his fellow soldiers.

Post-War Contributions

After the end of the Civil War, Rawlins refocused his efforts on rebuilding a
fractured nation. He played a crucial role in advocating for civil rights and equality,
working alongside prominent figures such as Frederick Douglass and Harriet
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Tubman. His tireless efforts led to significant advancements in the fight against
racial injustice.

The Legacy of John Rawlins

John Rawlins left an indelible mark on American history through his unwavering
dedication to justice and equality. His contributions during the American Civil War
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helped shape the nation's future, while his post-war endeavors showcased his
commitment to creating a just and fair society for all.

Rawlins' legacy continues to inspire future generations, reminding us of the
impact a single individual can have on the world. His story serves as a powerful
reminder that ordinary people can achieve extraordinary feats through
determination, perseverance, and an unwavering commitment to their values.

The life of John Rawlins, abridged and annotated, highlights the remarkable
journey of an ordinary individual who left an extraordinary impact on history. His
unwavering commitment to justice, equality, and his relentless pursuit of a better
world serves as an inspiration to us all.

As we reflect on the life and accomplishments of John Rawlins, let us carry his
spirit forward, striving to create a better future for ourselves and generations to
come.
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General James Harrison Wilson, said of his subject, "John A. Rawlins, all things
considered, was the most remarkable man I met during the Civil War..."

That is a remarkable statement from one who served under McClellan and Grant,
and was a respected cavalry leader in his own right. Many consider that without
Rawlins, Grant would not have climbed to the heights he achieved in the war.

John Rawlins wrote, "You know, I believe more in the infallibility of numbers than
in the infallibility of generals, no matter how great their reputation." Yet he was
devoted to Ulysses S. Grant during the Civil War and to the end of Rawlins' short
life.

Grant felt he could not do without Rawlins and would not give him a front-line
command. A contemporary said of Rawlins:

"Lieutenant-Colonel Rawlins, Grant’s assistant adjutant general, is a very
industrious, conscientious man, who never loses a moment, and never gives
himself any indulgence except swearing and scolding."

Rawlins even once lost his temper with Grant and used some pretty salty
language, immediately begging the general's pardon.

This interesting young man was a key background figure in the American Civil
War. He was promoted general and later was Secretary of War under Grant.

For the first time, this long out-of-print volume is available as an affordable, well-
formatted book for e-readers and smartphones.

Be sure to LOOK INSIDE by clicking the cover above or download a sample.
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