
The Fascinating World of West Indian Rock
Iguanas: Natural History, Husbandry, and
Conservation

The West Indian Rock Iguanas: A Jewel of the Caribbean

The West Indian Rock Iguanas, scientifically known as Cyclura nolitae noyesi, are
a magnificent species native to the Noyes Island in the Caribbean. These
charismatic reptiles captivate researchers, herpetologists, and animal lovers alike
with their remarkable natural history, unique husbandry requirements, and a
pressing need for conservation efforts.

Natural History

West Indian Rock Iguanas are endemic to Noyes Island, a small remote island
settled within the lush expanses of the Caribbean. These iguanas are known for
their distinctive appearance, characterized by a robust body, blunt snout, and a
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prominent dorsal crest. Their striking colors range from vibrant green to shades of
brown and gray, enabling them to blend seamlessly with the rocky environments
they inhabit.
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Noyes Island provides the perfect habitat for these iguanas, with its diverse
landscape consisting of rocky outcrops, sandy beaches, and dense vegetation.
They are primarily herbivorous, feeding on leaves, fruits, flowers, and
occasionally insects. The unique dietary preferences contribute to their ecological
importance as seed dispersers and their significance within the island's
ecosystem.

Husbandry Requirements

Due to their specialized needs, keeping West Indian Rock Iguanas in captivity
requires meticulous attention to their habitat, diet, and overall well-being.
Enclosures should mimic their natural habitat, providing ample space to climb,
bask under heat lamps, and hide in secure shelters. Maintaining suitable
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temperature, UV light exposure, and humidity levels are crucial for their health
and longevity.

Providing a balanced diet is essential. Vegetables, fruits, and calcium-rich
supplements ensure proper nutrition, while carefully regulating protein intake is
necessary to prevent kidney-related issues. Expert guidance and regular
veterinary check-ups are strongly recommended for those planning to keep these
beautiful reptiles as pets.

Conservation Efforts

The West Indian Rock Iguanas face numerous threats, including habitat
destruction, predation by invasive species, and illegal wildlife trade. These
factors, combined with their low reproductive rates and limited distribution, have
pushed them to the brink of extinction. Conservation initiatives led by local
organizations and international efforts strive to protect their remaining populations
and restore their habitats.

Conservation efforts involve habitat restoration, invasive species control, and
conservation education programs. These initiatives aim to raise awareness about
the importance of preserving these remarkable reptiles and their environments,
promoting responsible pet ownership, and supporting sustainable tourism
practices that prioritize the well-being of the iguanas and their habitats.

Preserving a Caribbean Icon

The West Indian Rock Iguanas hold a special place in the hearts of those who
appreciate the wonder of nature and the need for conservation. Through the
collaboration of scientists, conservationists, and passionate individuals, these
unique reptiles can continue to inspire future generations and thrive in their
natural habitats.
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Rock iguanas of the West Indies are considered to be the most endangered
group of lizards in the world. They are a flagship species in the Caribbean and on
most islands are the largest native land animals. Unfortunately, human
encroachment and introduced animals have brought this species to the brink of
extinction. Cyclura: Natural History, Husbandry, and Conservation of the West
Indian Iguanas is the first book to combine the natural history and captive
husbandry of these remarkable reptiles, while at the same time outlining the
problems researchers and conservationists are battling to save these beautiful,
iconic animals of the Caribbean islands.

Authors Jeffrey Lemm and Allison Alberts have been studying West Indian
iguanas for nearly 20 years in the wild and in captivity; their experiences with wild
iguanas and their exquisite photos of these charismatic lizards in the wild make
this book a must-have for reptile researchers, academics and enthusiasts, as well
as anyone interested in nature and conservation.
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Includes chapters with contributions by leading experts on rock iguana
taxonomy, nutrition, and diseases

Features color photos of all taxa, including habitat and captive shots

Provides easily understandable and usable information gleaned from
experience and hands-on reptile research
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