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The Wehrmacht, the German armed forces during World War I, were once
considered unbeatable. Their formidable power and strategic brilliance led to their

triumphs in the early years of the war. However, as the conflict unfolded, the
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relentless pressure from the Allied forces and the failings of Adolf Hitler's

leadership would ultimately lead to the complete destruction of the Wehrmacht.

A Force to Be Reckoned With

The Wehrmacht entered the war with a formidable reputation. Equipped with
state-of-the-art weaponry, exceptional training, and experienced generals, they
quickly conquered vast territories across Europe. From the lightning-fast victories
in Poland and France to the successful invasion of the Soviet Union, the

Wehrmacht seemed unstoppable.
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However, despite their initial successes, the tide of the war began to shift. The
entry of the United States into the conflict, along with the resilience of the Soviet
Union, proved to be formidable challenges for the Wehrmacht. The scales started

to tip, and the end was drawing near.

The Turning Point: Stalingrad
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The Battle of Stalingrad, which took place between August 1942 and February
1943, marked a significant turning point in World War Il. Aiming to capture the
vital industrial city of Stalingrad, Hitler ordered the Wehrmacht to launch a
massive offensive. However, the Soviet resistance proved relentless, and the

battle turned into a prolonged and brutal conflict.

The battle's outcome would prove disastrous for the Wehrmacht. The harsh
winter conditions, coupled with the Soviet's strategic counterattacks, led to the
encirclement and eventual surrender of the German Sixth Army. With over
200,000 soldiers captured or killed, the defeat at Stalingrad shattered the

Wehrmacht's morale and marked the beginning of their decline.

The Allied Offensive

Following the Battle of Stalingrad, the Allies launched a series of massive
offensives against the German forces. The D-Day invasion in 1944 opened up a
second front, further straining the Wehrmacht's resources and manpower. The
relentless push by the Allied forces gradually squeezed the Germans from all

sides.

By the final stages of the war, the Wehrmacht was severely depleted, and their
once mighty army had been reduced to a shadow of its former self. The relentless
bombing campaigns, constant ground attacks, and the loss of key cities left the

German forces in disarray.

The Fall of Berlin: The End of an Era

The final blow to the Wehrmacht came with the Battle of Berlin. The Soviet Red
Army, which had bolstered its strength and advanced relentlessly, launched a
massive assault on the German capital. The ferocious fighting and the urban

warfare tactics employed by both sides led to massive casualties.



On May 2, 1945, as the Soviet flag was raised over the Reichstag, the Nazi
regime and the Wehrmacht were left in ruins. The unconditional surrender of
Germany marked the final destruction of Hitler's mighty army, and the Wehrmacht

ceased to exist.

Legacy and Lessons Learned

The destruction of the Wehrmacht left a lasting impact on military history. It
served as a stark reminder that no matter how powerful an army may appear, it is
ultimately vulnerable to strategic mistakes, internal divisions, and unyielding
resistance. The fall of the Wehrmacht also highlighted the importance of unity and

collective action in overcoming immense challenges.

Today, the story of the Wehrmacht serves as a historical lesson, reminding us of
the atrocities committed during World War Il and the consequences of unchecked
aggression. It emphasizes the crucial need for diplomacy, international
cooperation, and the preservation of peace to prevent such devastating conflicts

from happening again.

The final destruction of the Wehrmacht, Hitler's powerful army, stands as a
testament to the complexities and consequences of war. From their early
triumphs to their ultimate demise, the Wehrmacht's story serves as a reminder of
the fragility of power and the destructive nature of unchecked ambition. It is a
chapter in history that should never be forgotten, and its lessons should continue

to shape our actions for generations to come.
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It was the endgame for Hitler's Reich.

In the winter of 1944—45, Germany staked everything on its surprise campaign in
the Ardennes, the “Battle of the Bulge.” But when American and Allied forces
recovered from their initial shock, the German forces were left fighting for their
very survival—especially on the Eastern Front, where the Soviet army was intent

on matching, or even surpassing, Nazi atrocities.

At the mercy of the Fuehrer, who refused to acknowledge reality and forbade
German retreats, the Wehrmacht was slowly annihilated in horrific battles that
have rarely been adequately covered in histories of the Second World War—
especially the brutal Soviet siege of Budapest, which became known as the
“Stalingrad of the Waffen-SS.”

Capping a career that has produced more than forty books, Dr. Samuel W.
Mitcham now tells the extraordinary tale of how Hitler’s once-dreaded war
machine came to a cataclysmic end, from the Battle of the Bulge in December
1944 to the German surrender in May 1945.
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Making use of German wartime papers and memoirs—some rarely seen in

English-language sources—Mitcham’s sweeping narrative deserves a place on

the shelf of every student of World War Il.
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