
The Forgotten Terrors: World War and the
American Experience - Critical Issues in
American History
World War I, also known as the Great War, marked a turning point in the history of
humanity. The conflict engulfed nations and continents, causing immense
suffering and loss of life. For the United States, the war represented a critical
moment of transformation, shaping the nation's identity and its approach to
international affairs. This article explores the critical issues surrounding World
War I and its impact on the American experience.

An Unavoidable Clash of Powers

World War I emerged from a complex web of political alliances, territorial
disputes, and escalating tensions among global powers. The assassination of
Archduke Franz Ferdinand in 1914 served as the catalyst for this catastrophic
conflict, dragging numerous countries into a maelstrom of violence.

The American experience during this era was deeply intertwined with the war,
despite the initial desire to remain neutral. Various factors, including unrestricted
submarine warfare and Germany's attempts to provoke Mexico into attacking the
United States, led to America's entry into the conflict in 1917.
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The Endeavors and Sacrifices on the Homefront

As American soldiers set foot on European soil, the nation mobilized its resources
to support the war effort. The homefront became a crucial arena for war-related
activities, such as producing munitions, conserving resources, and raising funds
through liberty loans.

The war had a profound impact on American society, transforming the lives of
women, African Americans, and immigrants. Women took on new roles in the
workforce, while African Americans faced discrimination and segregation within
military ranks. Immigrants, although displaying unwavering loyalty to their
adopted nation, often faced suspicion and distrust due to their foreign origins.

Foreign Policy Shifts and The League of Nations

As the war neared its end, critical issues arose concerning the shaping of the
post-war world. President Woodrow Wilson advocated for the establishment of
the League of Nations, a collective security organization aimed at preventing
future conflicts. However, the United States ultimately chose not to join the
League, highlighting a fundamental shift in its approach to foreign policy.

The rejection of the League of Nations marked a turning point in American history
and contributed to the isolationist sentiment that defined much of the interwar
period. Despite Wilson's efforts to achieve a peaceful global order, the aftermath
of World War I laid the groundwork for future conflicts, such as World War II.
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The American experience during World War I encompassed a wide range of
critical issues that continue to shape the nation's identity to this day. From the
tragedy of European battlefields to the transformative impact on American
society, this conflict left an indelible mark on both the world and the United States.
Understanding these critical issues is crucial for comprehending the complex
tapestry of American history and its enduring relevance.
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Recent bestsellers by Niall Ferguson and John Keegan have created tremendous
popular interest in World War I. In America's Great War prominent historian
Robert H. Zieger examines the causes, prosecution, and legacy of this bloody
conflict from a frequently overlooked perspective, that of American involvement.
This is the first book to illuminate both America's dramatic influence on the war
and the war's considerable impact upon our nation. Zieger's engaging narrative
provides vivid descriptions of the famous battles and diplomatic maneuvering,
while also chronicling America's rise to prominence within the postwar world. On
the domestic front, Zieger details how the war forever altered American politics
and society by creating the National Security State, generating powerful new
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instruments of social control, bringing about innovative labor and social welfare
programs, and redefining civil liberties and race relations. America's Great War
promises to become the definitive history of America and World War I.
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