
The Life And Times Of Sugar Ray Robinson: A
Boxing Legend's Journey

When it comes to the history of boxing, one name stands out above the rest –
Sugar Ray Robinson. Born Walker Smith Jr. on May 3, 1921, in Ailey, Georgia,
Robinson went on to become one of the greatest boxers of all time. His
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fascinating life journey, both inside and outside the ring, is worth exploring and
celebrating.

Early Life and Beginnings

Sugar Ray Robinson's childhood saw him growing up in a struggling African
American family in Detroit. At the age of 11, he moved to New York City, where he
would eventually find himself in a boxing gym. Inspired by the success of Joe
Louis, Robinson began to train and showcase his boxing skills.
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Under the guidance of renowned trainer George Gainford, Robinson quickly
became a force to be reckoned with in the amateur boxing circuit. He won Golden
Gloves titles and an Amateur Athletic Union championship before deciding to go
professional.

A Boxing Dynasty Begins

Robinson turned professional on October 4, 1940, under his new name, Sugar
Ray Robinson. His unique fighting style, characterized by swift footwork,
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lightning-fast punches, and dazzling combinations, set him apart from other
boxers of his time.

Over the years, Sugar Ray Robinson fought his way to the top, winning numerous
titles across different weight classes. His historic battles with Jake Lamotta,
Randy Turpin, and Carmen Basilio remain some of boxing's most iconic
moments.

Beyond the Ring

While his boxing achievements are undoubtedly impressive, Robinson's impact
extended far beyond the ring. He played a significant role in breaking racial
barriers for African American athletes and raising awareness about racial
inequality.

Outside of boxing, Sugar Ray Robinson was a talented entertainer. He pursued a
career in dancing, singing, and even acted in films. His charisma and charm
captivated audiences, solidifying his status as a cultural icon.

The Final Years

As with all legends, Sugar Ray Robinson eventually retired. However, his time
away from the ring wasn't without challenges. The financial difficulties and health
issues he faced in his later years were a stark reminder of his incredible journey.

Sugar Ray Robinson left an indelible mark on the sport of boxing and the world.
His unparalleled skills and charisma remain a testament to his enduring legacy.

Inspiring Future Generations

The life and times of Sugar Ray Robinson serve as an inspiration to aspiring
boxers and athletes worldwide. His dedication, discipline, and determination to



overcome all obstacles set him apart as a true champion.

Robinson's story reminds us that success is not only measured by the titles held
but also by the impact made on society. Through his accomplishments, he paved
the way for future generations of boxers, leaving an everlasting impact on the
sport.

Sugar Ray Robinson's contributions to boxing and society remain unparalleled.
His remarkable journey, filled with triumphs and challenges, is a reminder that
true greatness extends beyond the boxing ring.

As we celebrate the life and times of Sugar Ray Robinson, we honor an
exceptional individual who left an enduring mark on the world. His legacy will
continue to inspire generations to come.

Sweet Thunder: The Life and Times of Sugar Ray
Robinson by Wil Haygood(Kindle Edition)

4.6 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 2394 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 479 pages
Lending : Enabled

Sugar Ray Robinson was not only one of the most iconic figures of the fight
game; almost all sportswriters agree that he was the greatest boxer of all time.
This illuminating biography grounds the spectacular story of Robinson’s rise to
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greatness within the context of the fighter’s life and times. Born Walker Smith Jr.
in 1921, Robinson’s early childhood was marked by the seething racial tensions
and explosive race riots that infected the Midwest throughout the twenties and
thirties. After his mother moved him and his sisters to the relative safety of
Harlem, he came of age in the vibrant post-Renaissance years. It was there that--
encouraged to box by his mother, who wanted him off the streets--he soon
became a rising star, cutting an electrifying, glamorous figure, riding around town
in his famous pink Cadillac. Beyond the celebrity, though, Robinson would
emerge as a powerful, often controversial black symbol in a rapidly changing
America.

            From Robinson’s gruesome six-bout war with Jake “Raging Bull” LaMotta
and his lethal meeting with Jimmy Doyle to his Harlem nightclub years and
thwarted show-biz dreams, Haygood brings the champion’s story, in the ring and
out, powerfully to life against a vividly painted backdrop of the world he
captivated.
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