
The Life Of Robert Lee Scott Jr: Pilot Hero
And Teller Of Tall Tales

The Early Years

Robert Lee Scott Jr, born on April 12, 1908, in Macon, Georgia, was destined to
become one of the most legendary pilots of his time. Growing up in the Deep
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South during a time of racial segregation and limited opportunities for African
Americans, Scott's passion for aviation propelled him to overcome societal
barriers and achieve incredible feats.

Becoming A Legendary Pilot

Scott's fascination with aviation began at a young age when he witnessed his first
airplane flying above his hometown. The sight left him awestruck, and he vowed
to one day become a pilot himself. He worked tirelessly to pursue his dream,
enlisting in the United States Army Air Corps in 1930.
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Scott's exceptional skills as a pilot soon became evident, and he earned the
prestigious title of being an ace during World War II. His combat experiences in
the China-Burma-India Theater earned him numerous honors, including the
Distinguished Flying Cross and the Silver Star. Scott's bravery, exceptional flying
abilities, and tactical acumen became the stuff of legends within the military
community.
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A Teller Of Tall Tales

However, Scott was not just a heroic pilot; he was also a charismatic storyteller.
Known for his larger-than-life personality, he regaled friends, family, and fellow
soldiers with captivating tales of his wartime adventures. Some stories may have
been embellished for dramatic effect, but they undoubtedly captured the
imagination of his audience.

Scott's best-known book, "God Is My Co-Pilot," became a national bestseller and
further cemented his reputation as a masterful storyteller. The book chronicled his
experiences as a pilot, highlighting the risks, triumphs, and the unwavering faith
that shaped his incredible journey. Although some criticized the book for its
fictionalized elements, there is no denying the impact it had on inspiring future
aviators.

Legacy And Influence

Scott's legacy lives on, not only through his extraordinary aviation feats but also
through his inspiring storytelling. Many pilots credit Scott's book as the reason
they took to the skies, finding their own path in the world of aviation.

Robert Lee Scott Jr passed away on February 27, 2006, at the age of 97, leaving
behind a remarkable legacy that continues to inspire aspiring pilots and aviation
enthusiasts to this day.

The Lasting Impact

Scott's legacy remains a testament to the human spirit and the power of
storytelling. His determination to break barriers and fulfill his dreams serves as a
reminder that no obstacle is insurmountable.



As we reflect on the life of Robert Lee Scott Jr, it is impossible not to be
captivated by his indomitable spirit, his bravery in the face of adversity, and his
ability to transport his audience into his world of daring aerial exploits through his
captivating tales. He was not just a pilot hero; he was a true legend.

Robert Lee Scott Jr's life is a testament to the power of dreams, perseverance,
and the human imagination. He soared above the limitations imposed by society
and left an indelible mark on aviation history. His legacy continues to inspire
generations of pilots, reminding us that storytelling has the power to ignite
imaginations and shape destinies.
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In Double Ace, veteran biographer Robert Coram, himself a Georgia man,
provides readers with an unprecedented look at the defining characteristics that
made Robert Lee Scott a uniquely American hero.

Robert Lee Scott ("Scotty") was larger than life. A decorated Eagle Scout who
barely graduated from high school, the young man from Macon, Georgia, with an
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oversize personality used dogged determination to achieve his childhood dream
of becoming a famed fighter pilot.

First capturing national attention during World War II, Scott, a West Point
graduate, flew missions in China alongside the legendary "Flying Tigers," where
his reckless courage and victories against the enemy made headlines. Upon
returning home, Scott's memoir, brashly titled God is My Co-Pilot, became an
instant bestseller, a successful film, and one of the most important books of its
time. Later in life, as a retired military general, Scott continued to add to his list of
accomplishments. He traveled the entire length of China's Great Wall and helped
found Georgia's Museum of Aviation, which still welcomes 400,000 annual
visitors.

Yet Scott's life was not without difficulty. His single-minded pursuit of greatness
was offset by debilitating bouts of depression, and his brashness placed him at
odds with superior officers, wreaking havoc on his career. What wealth he gained
he squandered, and his numerous public affairs destroyed his relationships with
his wife and child.

Backed by meticulous research, Double Ace brings Scott's uniquely American
character to life and captures his fascinating exploits as a national hero alongside
his frustrating foibles.
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