
The New Basis for Animal Ethics:
Revolutionizing our Relationship with Non-
Human Beings
Animals have always been an integral part of our planet's ecosystem. They
inhabit the same world as humans, each contributing to the delicate balance of
nature. However, for centuries, their welfare and rights have been overlooked or
dismissed, leading to countless instances of animal exploitation and suffering.

Fortunately, a new movement is sweeping through society, challenging our
traditional stance towards animals. This paradigm shift is based on a more
compassionate and ethical foundation, acknowledging that animals deserve
respect, consideration, and protection.

The Evolution of Animal Ethics

In the past, human beings largely viewed animals as mere resources to serve our
needs. They were seen as property, conveniently exploited for food, clothing,
labor, entertainment, and scientific experimentation. Society largely turned a blind
eye to the emotional and physical pain inflicted upon these innocent creatures.
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However, as our understanding of animals' abilities, intelligence, and emotions
deepens, we are beginning to reevaluate our treatment of them. Animals are
found to possess complex cognitive and emotional capacities, and are capable of
forming social relationships, feeling pleasure, experiencing pain, and even
displaying acts of altruism.

This newfound knowledge has compelled scholars, activists, and ordinary
individuals to reconsider the moral and ethical implications of exploiting animals.
The idea that animals should be granted intrinsic value, rather than solely
instrumental value for human benefit, has gained significant traction.

The Emergence of a New Ethical Framework

As we move towards a more enlightened era, animal ethics is transitioning from a
mindset of dominance and exploitation to one of coexistence and compassion.
This new ethical framework rests on three main pillars:

1. Animal Welfare

2. Animal Rights

3. Animal Liberation

1. Animal Welfare

Animal welfare acknowledges that animals have the capacity to experience
pleasure or suffering, and therefore, we have a moral obligation to minimize their
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suffering and provide them with a life free from unnecessary harm. This involves
implementing laws and regulations to ensure animals are treated humanely in
various industries, such as farming, entertainment, and research.

The welfare of animals includes guaranteeing access to adequate food, water,
shelter, and medical care. It also focuses on providing animals with an
environment that allows them to express their natural behaviors and social
interactions. Essentially, animal welfare promotes a framework where animals'
suffering is minimized within the confines of their use by humans.

2. Animal Rights

Animal rights take the ethical argument a step further by asserting that animals
are not property but rather possess inherent rights. This concept challenges the
notion that animals exist solely for human benefit, highlighting their independent
intrinsic value.

Animal rights activists advocate for legal protection, granting animals the right to
live free from exploitation, cruelty, and unnecessary harm. This may include the
right to bodily integrity, freedom from confinement, and the right to live according
to their natural instincts.

3. Animal Liberation

Animal liberation goes beyond the immediate welfare and rights of animals and
aims for a broader societal shift in our relationship with non-human beings.
Proponents of animal liberation believe that humans should end animal
exploitation altogether and adopt a vegan lifestyle.

The philosophy of animal liberation seeks to dismantle the notion of animals as
property and critiques the concept of speciesism, which places humans above all



other animals. By acknowledging the inherent worth of all sentient beings, animal
liberation aims to create a world where animals are not seen as objects of utility
but as individuals who deserve freedom and respect.

The Benefits of a More Ethical Approach

Embracing this new basis for animal ethics offers numerous benefits for both
animals and humans alike.

1. Environmental Stewardship

By recognizing the value and rights of animals, we become more conscious of
their contribution to the environment. Protecting animal habitats, addressing
issues such as deforestation and pollution, and adopting sustainable practices
are vital steps in preserving and restoring ecosystems.

2. Health and Well-being

Choosing a plant-based diet not only aligns with ethical principles but also
promotes better health. Numerous studies have shown the health benefits
associated with consuming whole plant foods, reducing the risk of heart disease,
diabetes, and certain types of cancer.

3. Progress in Scientific Research

A shift towards animal-friendly alternatives in scientific research, such as non-
animal testing methods, not only avoids unnecessary harm to animals but also
yields more accurate results. Cutting-edge technologies and advancements in
biomedical research are allowing scientists to make leaps forward without relying
on animal experimentation.

The transition towards a more ethical perspective on animals represents a
fundamental shift in how we perceive and interact with non-human beings. It



challenges centuries of ingrained beliefs and practices, urging us to reconsider
our treatment of animals and envision a world where compassion and respect
extend beyond human boundaries.

Embracing animal welfare, animal rights, and animal liberation as guiding
principles provides a solid foundation for a more harmonious and compassionate
coexistence with the diverse creatures that share our planet.
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This book, the culmination of forty years of theorizing about the moral status of
animals, explicates and justifies society’s moral obligation to animals in terms of
the commonsense metaphysics and ethics ofAristotle’s concept of telos. Rollin
uses this concept to assert that humans have a responsibility to treat animals
ethically. Aristotle used the concept, from the Greek word for "end" or "purpose,"
as the core explanatory concept for the world we live in. We understand what an
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animal is by what it does. This is the nature of an animal, and helps us
understand our obligations to animals.
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