
The People, The Founders, and the Troubled
Ending of the American Revolution

When we think of the American Revolution, we often envision a heroic struggle
for independence, led by the Founding Fathers who fought tirelessly against the
British Empire. However, the story of the American Revolution is much more
complex than a simple tale of victory. It is a narrative of ordinary people,
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passionate rebels, and visionary leaders who encountered numerous challenges
and navigated a troubled ending that shaped the nation we know today.

The People Behind the Revolution

The American Revolution was not a battle fought solely by the Founding Fathers.
It was a movement driven by the people – common men and women who
yearned for freedom and a better future. They were farmers, merchants, laborers,
and artisans who were deeply affected by British policies, including heavy
taxation and restrictions on trade.
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These individuals, often referred to as Patriots, organized boycotts, protests, and
demonstrations to voice their grievances against the unjust rule of the British
Empire. They played a pivotal role in igniting the flame of revolution that would
eventually consume the entire American colonies.

While the Founding Fathers, such as George Washington, Thomas Jefferson,
and Benjamin Franklin, served as figureheads and key architects of the rebellion,
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it was the people who rose up, took up arms, and fought for their beliefs on the
battlefields. Sacrificing their lives for the cause of freedom, they transformed the
American Revolution from a political struggle into a full-blown war.

The Founding Fathers: Visionaries and Leaders

The Founding Fathers, revered as the visionaries who laid the foundation of the
United States, were instrumental in shaping the direction of the American
Revolution. These brilliant minds recognized the need for independence,
individual rights, and a government of the people.

However, the Founding Fathers were not always in agreement. They engaged in
heated debates, differing over matters like the extent of individual freedoms, the
role of the federal government, and the question of slavery. These divisive issues
threatened to thwart their united front against the British Empire.

Nonetheless, their commitment to the cause triumphed over their differences, and
they crafted the Declaration of Independence and fought for its ideals. Their
intelligence, resilience, and determination paved the way for the birth of a nation
that would become a beacon of hope and democracy.

The Troubled Ending: Challenges and Resolutions

As the American Revolution progressed, the Founding Fathers faced numerous
challenges that could have impeded the attainment of independence. The
fledgling nation had to overcome a lack of resources, internal divisions, and
military setbacks.

Additionally, the war took a toll on the people, both physically and economically.
The soldiers endured extreme hardships, brutal winters, and limited supplies,



fighting for a cause they passionately believed in. Meanwhile, civilians faced
inflation, food shortages, and the constant fear of British retaliation.

Despite these obstacles, the American Revolution reached its climax at the Battle
of Yorktown, where General George Washington and his combined American and
French forces defeated the British army under General Cornwallis. This decisive
victory effectively ended the war and secured the independence of the United
States.

The Legacy of the American Revolution

The American Revolution cast a profound impact on the world, setting the stage
for future revolutions and inspiring people around the globe to fight for their rights.
It established the United States as the first modern constitutional democracy and
heralded the principles of liberty, equality, and self-governance.

However, the revolution's troubled ending also set the stage for new challenges
that continue to shape America's trajectory. Issues such as state vs. federal
power, slavery, and the rights of indigenous peoples were left unresolved,
creating tensions that would eventually lead to the Civil War and other conflicts.

Nevertheless, the American Revolution remains a testament to the power of
ordinary people, the vision of the Founding Fathers, and the resilience of a
nation. It symbolizes the triumph of freedom over oppression and serves as a
reminder that the struggle for a better future is an ongoing endeavor.
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Americans are fond of reflecting upon the Founding Fathers, the noble group of
men who came together to force out the tyranny of the British and bring
democracy to the land. Unfortunately, as Terry Bouton shows in this highly
provocative first book, the Revolutionary elite often seemed as determined to
squash democracy after the war as they were to support it before.

Centering on Pennsylvania, the symbolic and logistical center of the Revolution,
Bouton shows how this radical shift in ideology spelled tragedy for hundreds of
common people. Leading up to the Revolution, Pennsylvanians were united in
their opinion that "the people" (i.e. white men) should be given access to the
political system, and that some degree of wealth equality (i.e. among white men)
was required to ensure that political freedom prevailed. As the war ended,
Pennsylvania's elites began brushing aside these ideas, using their political
power to pass laws to enrich their own estates and hinder political organization by
their opponents. By the 1780s, they had reenacted many of the same laws that
they had gone to war to abolish, returning Pennsylvania to a state of economic
depression and political hegemony. This unhappy situation led directly to the
Whiskey and Fries rebellions, popular uprisings both put down by federal armies.
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Bouton's work reveals a unique perspective, showing intimately how the war and
the events that followed affected poor farmers and working people. Bouton
introduces us to unsung heroes from this time--farmers, weavers, and tailors who
put their lives on hold to fight to save democracy from the forces of "united
avarice." We also get a starkly new look at some familiar characters from the
Revolution, including Benjamin Franklin, Alexander Hamilton, and George
Washington, who Bouton strives to make readers see as real, flawed people,
blinded by their own sense of entitlement.

Taming Democracy represents a turning point in how we view the outcomes of
the Revolutionary War and the motivations of the powerful men who led it. Its
eye-opening revelations and insights make it an essential read for all readers with
a passion for uncovering the true history of America.
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