
The Soldiers Whom Wellington Led: Deeds Of
Daring Chivalry And Renown
When we think of the great military leaders throughout history, names like Julius
Caesar, Alexander the Great, and Napoleon Bonaparte often come to mind.
However, one exceptional commander who deserves equal recognition is Arthur
Wellesley, 1st Duke of Wellington - a man who led an army of soldiers renowned
for their deeds of daring chivalry.

Wellington's leadership during the Napoleonic Wars, particularly in the Peninsular
War and the Battle of Waterloo, solidified his place in history as one of the
greatest military strategists of his time. But it is the soldiers whom he led that truly
embodied the spirit of chivalry and honor in their gallant actions on the battlefield.

The Peninsular War: A Test of Courage

During the Peninsular War, Wellington's forces fought against the French
Empire's army under Napoleon's command. Despite being heavily outnumbered,
the soldiers under Wellington's leadership displayed remarkable courage and
resilience.
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One such example is the Battle of Salamanca in 1812. Wellington's army faced a
formidable opponent in General Marmont, who commanded a larger force.
However, through a series of brilliantly executed maneuvers, Wellington's troops
managed to outflank and rout the French, securing a decisive victory.

The soldiers on the front lines exhibited unwavering bravery, charging headlong
into enemy fire while maintaining disciplined formations. Their acts of heroism
earned them the admiration of both their comrades and their enemies alike.

The Battle of Waterloo: A Triumph Against All Odds

The Battle of Waterloo, fought on June 18, 1815, is perhaps the most famous
battle associated with Wellington's name. The opposing forces, led by Wellington
and Napoleon, clashed in a grueling and ferocious engagement that lasted for
hours.

Wellington's soldiers, despite facing overwhelming odds, stood their ground with
unwavering resolve. Through sheer determination and courage, they repelled
multiple French assaults, withstanding intense cannon fire and infantry charges.

It was during this battle that the British Foot Guards, renowned for their
unwavering discipline and bravery, played a significant role. They formed the
backbone of Wellington's defense, holding their position against relentless French
attacks. Their steadfastness bolstered the morale of the entire army, inspiring
other regiments to fight with similar courage.
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A Legacy of Honor and Bravery

Wellington's soldiers were not only known for their battlefield prowess but also for
their compassion and respect for the local population in the regions they
occupied. They treated civilians with dignity, fostering a sense of trust and
cooperation that helped build alliances with local resistance groups.

Furthermore, Wellington's troops adhered to a strict code of conduct, upholding
principles of honor and chivalry. They displayed a high level of discipline both on
and off the battlefield, earning them respect not only from their superiors but also
from the enemy soldiers they faced.

, the soldiers whom Wellington led were extraordinary individuals who exemplified
the qualities of courage, honor, and chivalry. Their unwavering bravery, even in
the face of insurmountable odds, contributed to some of the most remarkable
victories in military history.

Their deeds of daring chivalry in the Peninsular War and the Battle of Waterloo
will forever be remembered as a testament to the indomitable spirit of the soldiers
who fought under Wellington's command.
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Edward Fraser contributed a number of works on the Napoleonic period ranging
from the Eagle-bearers of Napoleon to the sailors of the fleets of Nelson, Gravina
and Villeneuve at Trafalgar, this volume focuses on the exploits of the soldiers
who fought under Wellington in the Peninsular War between 1808 and 1814.
Artfully interwoven into a short history of the war itself, Fraser focuses on the
many daring and brave exploits of the British soldiers, and their Portuguese and
Spanish allies during a conflict that was described by Napoleon as the “Spanish
Ulcer”. Ranging from the passage of the Douro in 1809 to the battle of Vittoria in
1814 the epic deeds are recounted in detail using the eye-witness accounts that
survived; Talavera, Salamanca, Garcia Hernadez and the sieges of Badajoz and
Cuidad Rodrigo are vivid colour.
A pacy, account of hard-fighting against the veteran and gallant armies of
Napoleon.
Illustrations – 12 – all included
Maps – 5 – all included
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