
The Spell Of The Hawaiian Islands And The
Philippines: A Tropical Paradise Awaits
Have you ever dreamt of escaping to a tropical paradise, where pristine beaches
meet crystal clear waters, and breathtaking landscapes take your breath away?
Look no further than the spellbinding Hawaiian Islands and the enchanting
Philippines. With their stunning beauty, rich culture, and warm hospitality, these
destinations are sure to captivate your heart and create memories that last a
lifetime.

The Allure of the Hawaiian Islands

Imagine lounging on endless stretches of white sandy beaches, surrounded by
lush palm trees swaying gently in the ocean breeze. Welcome to the Hawaiian
Islands, a tropical haven unrivaled in its beauty. From the world-famous Waikiki
Beach in Oahu to the rugged coastline of Kauai, each island offers a unique
adventure for visitors.

Take a scenic drive along the Road to Hana in Maui, a winding journey through
lush rainforests, dramatic cliffs, and cascading waterfalls. Visit the active volcano,
Kilauea, on Hawaii's Big Island, where you can witness nature's raw power and
see lava flows up close. Explore the picturesque town of Lahaina in Maui, known
for its historic charm, art galleries, and vibrant nightlife.
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When it comes to outdoor adventures, the Hawaiian Islands have it all. Snorkel
with vibrant marine life in the crystal-clear waters of Molokini Crater. Hike the
challenging trails of the Na Pali Coast in Kauai, where breathtaking vistas reward
your efforts. Surf the iconic waves of the North Shore in Oahu, known as a mecca
for professional surfers.

Discovering the Enchanting Philippines

Just a short flight away from the Hawaiian Islands lies another tropical gem - the
Philippines. With its sprawling archipelago of more than 7,000 islands, this
Southeast Asian paradise offers a diverse range of landscapes, cultures, and
experiences. From the bustling city of Manila to the remote islands of Palawan,
there's something for everyone.

Begin your journey in the capital city of Manila, where history and modernity
collide. Visit the walled city of Intramuros, a glimpse into the country's colonial
past. Explore the vibrant neighborhoods of Makati and Bonifacio Global City,
known for their shopping, dining, and entertainment options.

For beach enthusiasts, the Philippines is a true haven. Discover the world-famous
Boracay Island, where powdery white sands and crystal-clear waters await. Swim
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with whale sharks in Oslob, Cebu, an awe-inspiring experience that allows you to
get up close and personal with these gentle giants. Explore the underground river
in Puerto Princesa, Palawan, a UNESCO World Heritage Site renowned for its
natural beauty.

Immerse yourself in the rich culture of the Philippines by visiting the stunning rice
terraces of Banaue, a testament to the ingenuity of the indigenous tribes.
Experience the vibrant festivals like the Ati-Atihan and Sinulog, where colorful
costumes and lively dances fill the streets.

A Destination Like No Other

Whether you choose to visit the Hawaiian Islands or the Philippines, you're
guaranteed an unforgettable experience. These destinations offer a captivating
blend of natural beauty, cultural heritage, and warm hospitality that will leave you
wanting more.

So, pack your bags and embark on an adventure that will take your breath away.
Discover the spell of the Hawaiian Islands and the Philippines, and let their
tropical magic transport you to a world of blissful paradise.
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It is my hope that this book about our islands in the Pacific ocean may be of some
interest, if for no other reason than that there is at present so much discussion as
to whether or not we should keep the Philippines.

Soon after the close of the Civil War my father, who was a naval officer, was sent
on a cruise on the Pacific and stopped for a time both at Honolulu and Manila.
During this cruise he took part in the occupation and survey of Midway Island, as
it is now called—our first possession in Pacific waters. Many years later, when my
husband and I started on our first trip to the East, I asked my father if he would
give us letters of to his many friends there. He replied, "It is a long time since I
visited the islands in the Pacific; if my friends have forgotten me letters would do
no good, and if they remember me letters are not necessary." Needless to say,
they did remember him and extended to us the most cordial hospitality.

The charm of Hawaii will linger forever in[Pg viii] our memory—those happy
flower islands where the air is sweet with perfume and gay with the musical
strains of the ukulele. We lived there for a time before the Islands were annexed
to the United States and, on another visit, we had the privilege of accompanying
the Secretary of War, Hon. J. M. Dickinson, so that we had exceptional
opportunities of seeing both Hawaii and the Philippines, and of making the
acquaintance of leaders among the Americans and the natives.

We found the Philippines especially fascinating on account of the great variety
they provide. The old world plazas, the flowering Spanish courtyards, and the
pretty women in their distinctive costume of piña are all enchanting. Nowhere else
in the Far East are the mestizos—those of mixed blood—socially above the
natives. The Filipinos are unique in that they are the only Asiatics who are
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Christians. Among the hills, near civilization, live the savages who indulge in the
exciting game of head-hunting. The Moros, the Mohammedans of the southern
islands, stand quite by themselves. They are very picturesque and absolutely
unlike their neighbours.
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