
The Unfolding Yemen Crisis: Road To War
The Middle East has long been a region plagued by conflicts and political turmoil.
Among the countries grappling with such challenges, Yemen stands out as a
nation caught in the crossfire of various power struggles. The ongoing crisis in
Yemen has devastating consequences for its people, affecting every aspect of
their lives.

Roots of the Crisis

The seeds of the current turmoil in Yemen were sown during the Arab Spring in
2011. Inspired by regional uprisings, Yemenis took to the streets demanding
change and an end to corruption. The long-standing President, Ali Abdullah
Saleh, faced mounting pressure from protestors who were persistently calling for
his ouster.

Amidst the protests, a power vacuum emerged, allowing various armed groups to
seize control in different regions. Houthi rebels, an Iranian-backed Shia group,
took advantage of the chaos and captured the capital, Sanaa, in 2014. This
sudden shift in power ignited a series of events that led Yemen on its road to war.
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The Saudi-led Intervention

Alarmed by the rise of Iranian influence on their southern border, Yemen's
neighboring countries formed a coalition led by Saudi Arabia to restore the
internationally recognized government of President Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi. In
March 2015, Operation Decisive Storm was launched, marking the beginning of
widespread conflict in Yemen.

The Saudi-led coalition initiated an air campaign targeting Houthi rebels and their
allies, with the aim of reinstating President Hadi's authority. However, the
intervention has come at a significant cost for Yemen's civilian population. The
conflict has resulted in widespread displacement, food shortages, and a
healthcare system on the brink of collapse.

Humanitarian Catastrophe

The impact of the war on Yemen's population cannot be overstated. The United
Nations has labeled it the world's worst humanitarian crisis, with millions facing
severe food insecurity and lacking access to clean water and sanitation facilities.

The war has also ravaged Yemen's healthcare system, making it nearly
impossible for citizens to receive adequate medical assistance. Hospitals struggle
to function due to the shortage of supplies, medical professionals, and facilities
destroyed by airstrikes.

International Involvement and Proxy Conflict

Alongside the Saudi-led coalition's intervention, Yemen has become a
battleground for competing regional powers. Iran's backing of the Houthi rebels
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has amplified sectarian tensions, exacerbating the conflict. The situation has
transformed into a proxy war, with Iran and Saudi Arabia vying for influence in the
region.

Additionally, Yemen's strategic location, sitting at the southern entrance of the
Red Sea, has attracted the attention of global powers, making the crisis even
more complex. The involvement of countries like the United States and the United
Kingdom has further fueled the conflict and prolonged the suffering of Yemenis.

The Road to Peace

The road to peace in Yemen is long and arduous. Despite numerous attempts at
negotiated settlements, ceasefires have proven short-lived, and the human toll
continues to rise. The international community plays a crucial role in finding a
lasting resolution to the crisis.

The prioritization of humanitarian aid, along with diplomatic efforts to bring all
stakeholders to the negotiating table, is crucial. Additionally, there must be a
significant shift away from military interventions and proxy battles that only
deepen the crisis.

Yemen's Hope for a Better Future

Amidst the tragedy and chaos, Yemen's resilience shines through. The Yemeni
people's desire for peace, stability, and a better future remains unyielding. It is
important for the global community to support them in their pursuit of a brighter
tomorrow.

Ultimately, the road to peace in Yemen requires a concerted effort from all key
players involved, international diplomatic pressure, and a commitment to
addressing the root causes of the crisis. Only then can Yemen, once known as



the "Happy Arabia" with its rich history and vibrant culture, regain its rightful place
as a stable and prosperous nation.
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Expert analysis of Yemen's social and political crisis, with profound implications
for the fate of the Arab World

The democratic promise of the 2011 Arab Spring has unraveled in Yemen,
triggering a disastrous crisis of civil war, famine, militarization, and governmental
collapse with serious implications for the future of the region. Yet as expert
political researcher Helen Lackner argues, the catastrophe does not have to
continue, and we can hope for and help build a different future in Yemen.

Fueled by Arab and Western intervention, the civil war has quickly escalated,
resulting in thousands killed and millions close to starvation. Suffering from a
collapsed economy, the people of Yemen face a desperate choice between the
Huthi rebels on the one side and the internationally recognized government
propped up by the Saudi-led coalition and Western arms on the other.
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In this invaluable analysis, Helen Lackner uncovers the roots of the social and
political conflicts that threaten the very survival of the state and its
people. Importantly, she argues that we must understand the roots of the current
crisis so that we can hope for a different future for Yemen and the Middle East.

With a preface exploring the US’s central role in the crisis.
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