
The United Arab Emirates: Discover the
Extravagance and Progress
When one thinks of the Middle East, images of deserts, camels, and Arabian
nights often come to mind. However, there is one country in this region that
stands out for its sheer opulence, innovation, and modernity - The United Arab
Emirates. In this article, we will take you on a journey through this breathtaking
land, exploring its rich history, iconic landmarks, and its status as a global hub of
commerce and innovation.

A Brief Glimpse into History

The United Arab Emirates, commonly known as the UAE, is a federation of seven
emirates situated on the Arabian Peninsula. Founded in 1971, this relatively
young nation has quickly emerged as a global powerhouse, thanks to its strategic
location, booming economy, and visionary leadership.

The history of the UAE can be traced back to ancient times when it was inhabited
by various nomadic tribes. Over the centuries, the region witnessed the rise and
fall of numerous empires, including the Persian, Ottoman, and British. However, it
was not until the discovery of oil reserves in the 1950s and 1960s that the UAE
experienced an unprecedented economic transformation.
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Iconic Landmarks: A Fusion of Tradition and Modernity

The UAE is renowned for its stunning architecture that seamlessly blends
tradition with contemporary design. One of the most iconic symbols of modern
UAE is the Burj Khalifa, the tallest building in the world. Standing at a staggering
height of 828 meters, this architectural marvel offers panoramic views of Dubai's
skyline. The Burj Khalifa is not only a testament to human engineering and
innovation but also a symbol of the UAE's unyielding ambition.

Another architectural masterpiece is the Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque in Abu
Dhabi. With its gleaming white domes and minarets, this mosque is a true
embodiment of Islamic architecture. The mosque, named after the UAE's
founding father, Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, showcases the country's
commitment to its cultural heritage.

A Global Hub of Commerce and Innovation

Beyond its impressive structures, the UAE has also become a global center for
business, attracting entrepreneurs and investors from all corners of the globe.
Dubai, in particular, has positioned itself as a major hub for trade and finance.
The city's tax-free policies, state-of-the-art infrastructure, and strategic
geographic location have made it an ideal destination for multinational
corporations and startups alike.

Furthermore, the UAE is investing heavily in innovation and technology, with
initiatives such as 'Dubai Internet City' and 'Abu Dhabi Global Market' nurturing
the growth of various industries. These efforts have established the UAE as a
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pioneer in e-commerce, artificial intelligence, and renewable energy, further
solidifying its position as a global player.

Embrace Luxury in the UAE

No visit to the UAE is complete without indulging in the luxurious experiences it
has to offer. From world-class hotels and resorts to extravagant shopping malls,
the UAE has mastered the art of pampering its visitors. Take a stroll through the
opulent Dubai Mall, home to over 1,200 stores, or enjoy a relaxing day on the
pristine beaches of Palm Jumeirah. The UAE is a playground for those seeking
extravagance and comfort.

The Cultural Tapestry

While the UAE embodies modernity and prosperity, it remains deeply rooted in its
cultural heritage. Traditional souks (markets) offer a glimpse into the past, with
their bustling atmosphere and unique fragrances. Visitors can venture into the old
neighborhoods of Dubai and Abu Dhabi, where narrow alleyways wind through
historic buildings, providing a glimpse of life before the skyscrapers took over the
skyline.

The UAE is also home to various cultural festivals and events, such as the Dubai
Shopping Festival and the Abu Dhabi International Book Fair, attracting people of
different nationalities. These celebrations promote diversity and unity, reflecting
the harmonious coexistence of various cultures within the country.

A Thriving Tourism Industry

With its exceptional attractions and unparalleled hospitality, the UAE has become
a top tourist destination. Whether it's exploring the golden dunes of the Arabian
Desert, immersing oneself in the vibrant nightlife of Dubai, or visiting the world-



famous Ferrari World in Abu Dhabi, there is something for everyone in this
dazzling country.

The UAE's commitment to tourism is evident through ongoing developments,
such as the Dubai Expo 2020, which promises to be a global spectacle. The
event will showcase the UAE's innovation, culture, and achievements, further
cementing its status as a leading tourist destination.

The United Arab Emirates is a captivating blend of tradition and modernity,
offering a unique experience to all who visit. From its awe-inspiring architecture to
its thriving economy, the UAE stands tall as a beacon of progress in the Middle
East. With each passing year, it continues to push boundaries, making its mark
on the world stage. So, pack your bags, and embark on an unforgettable
adventure in the land of luxury and innovation - the United Arab Emirates.
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The British withdrawal from the Gulf in 1971 brought to an end the British Imperial
era in the history of the Trucial States and marked the birth of the United Arab
Emirates. This book, first published in 1978, establishes the political, social,
economic and cultural heritage of the UAE and explains the formative issues in
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the development of the new state. From 1892 to 1971 the history of the Gulf was
determined by the British presence. Initially the region was regarded by the
British as no more than a part of the strategic defence of India, but by 1945 oil
and international air communication had given the region a new strategic
importance. This volume examines both the early India Office policy of non-
interference in the internal affairs of the region and the circumstances after 1947
which prompted the Foreign Office to interfere in certain internal issues. The
second half of the book seeks to explain the development of Arab nationalism,
the growth of Iranian activities and the relations of the Trucial States with their
Western neighbours, Saudi Arabia and Qatar. The last chapter provides an
historical explanation for the present interstate boundaries and political
geography of the region.
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