
The Untold Story: History of The Glider Pilot
Regiment
The Glider Pilot Regiment holds a place of great significance in the annals of
military history. This remarkable group of soldiers played a pivotal role during
World War II, operating glider aircraft that silently transported troops and
equipment behind enemy lines. Their daring missions and unwavering courage
contributed to the success of numerous critical operations.

Origins and Formation

The Glider Pilot Regiment, officially known as the 2nd Battalion, The Glider Pilot
Regiment, was raised in February 1942. The regiment was initially composed of
pilots from the British Army, Royal Air Force, Royal Navy, and members of Allied
nations who volunteered for this specialized service.

The creation of the Glider Pilot Regiment was a response to the need for a
dedicated force to operate glider aircraft. These aircraft, which were essentially
unpowered, provided a quiet and stealthy means of delivering troops and
supplies to strategic locations. The regiment soon became an integral part of the
airborne forces.
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Silent Warriors Behind Enemy Lines

Throughout World War II, the Glider Pilot Regiment executed numerous
extraordinary missions that had a profound impact on the outcome of the war.
These highly skilled pilots were trained to glide silently behind enemy lines, often
under the cover of darkness.

One of the most famous operations involving the Glider Pilot Regiment was the
invasion of Normandy on June 6, 1944. As part of Operation Overlord, gliders
played a vital role in transporting troops and equipment to secure key objectives.
Despite challenging conditions and heavy enemy fire, the regiment's pilots
displayed exceptional bravery and determination.

Another notable mission was Operation Market Garden in September 1944. The
objective was to seize key bridges in the Netherlands to facilitate an advance into
Germany. The glider-borne assault carried out by the Glider Pilot Regiment
played a crucial role in this ambitious operation, although the overall mission did
not achieve its desired objectives.

Their Sacrifice and Bravery

The Glider Pilot Regiment suffered heavy casualties throughout their operations.
The nature of their missions placed them in direct danger, as they often had to
land in contested territory. Their commitment and bravery in the face of immense
adversity is a testament to their resilience and determination.
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Many glider pilots paid the ultimate price, losing their lives in the line of duty. Their
sacrifices, however, led to the success of crucial missions and greatly contributed
to the final victory in Europe. Today, their bravery is remembered and honored by
those who understand the magnitude of their contributions.

Legacy and Recognition

After the end of World War II, the Glider Pilot Regiment was disbanded in 1957.
However, their legacy lives on through the Glider Pilot Regimental Association,
which ensures that the story of these brave soldiers is preserved and shared with
future generations.

In recent years, efforts have been made to recognize the contributions of the
Glider Pilot Regiment. Memorials have been erected to honor the fallen soldiers,
and their stories have been incorporated into historical accounts of the war. Their
role in the success of key operations is now widely acknowledged.

A Lasting Tribute

The Glider Pilot Regiment will forever be remembered as a group of silent
warriors who fearlessly flew into the heart of enemy territory, contributing to the
Allies' victory in World War II. Their stories serve as a reminder of the incredible
bravery and sacrifice exhibited by those who fought for freedom.

As we reflect upon the history of the Glider Pilot Regiment, we should never
forget the determination and courage of these pilots. Their untold story is a
testament to their enduring contribution to the outcome of World War II.
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The Glider Pilot Regiment, having been raised as the first element of the new
Army Air Corps in 1942 and disbanded in 1957, can probably claim the dubious
distinction of having been the smallest and shortest-lived Regiment ever to form
part of the British Army. Nevertheless, in those few years the Regiment gained as
much distinction as it has taken other units hundreds of years to achieve. Yet,
strangely enough, the story of these heroic men who piloted their flimsy gliders to
most of the important battlefields of the Second World War has never before been
told. It is indeed a remarkable story and no one is better qualified to tell it than
Claude Smith, who himself served with the Regiment and took part in the
invasion of Normandy on D-Day, 6 June 1944, and later in the ill-fated landing at
Arnhem, where he was taken prisoner. Claude Smith tells the story of these
supremely brave men, factually and unemotionally, but it is impossible to read this
book without being moved by their heroism. As General Sir John Hackett says in
his foreword: 'Those who went to battle in gliders and above all those who got
them there, the Glider Pilots, deserve our enduring esteem'.
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