The Untold Story of Africans and Britons in
the Age of Empires 1660-1980

In the annals of history, the narratives of Africans and Britons during the Age of
Empires often intertwine, yet there is a glaring shortage of comprehensive
accounts that delve into the complexities of their interactions. From 1660 to 1980,
Africa became a hotbed of colonialism, slave trade, cultural exchange, and
political upheaval as Britain and other European powers vied for power and
resources in the region. This article aims to shed light on the untold story of
Africans and Britons during this tumultuous period, exploring the deep-rooted
connections, the tragic consequences, and the enduring legacies that still

resonate today.

Colonialism: Africa as the Battleground

The Age of Empires saw the emergence of European colonial powers seeking to
expand their dominance across the globe. Africa, with its vast resources and
potential for exploitation, became a prime target. Britain, driven by imperialistic
ambitions, established colonies and protectorates in various parts of Africa,

leading to extensive political, economic, and social transformations in the region.

However, this expansion came at a significant cost for Africans. The transatlantic
slave trade skyrocketed during this period, enslaving millions of Africans who
were forcibly transported to the British colonies in the Americas. The harrowing
conditions aboard slave ships and the brutal treatment of enslaved individuals are

well-documented tragedies that forever scar Africa's history.
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The African Diaspora in Britain

Yet, within the bleakness of the slave trade, there emerged a wider context of
cultural exchange and assimilation. Africans who survived the treacherous
journey across the Atlantic not only endured the horrors of slavery but also found

themselves at the heart of a dynamic cultural mix in Britain.

The presence of African individuals in Britain significantly influenced and enriched
the nation's culture. They brought with them their music, traditions, and cuisine,
leaving an indelible mark on British society. This cultural exchange, though born
out of a dark period in history, underscores the resilience and strength of those
who dared to preserve their heritage despite the pervasive oppression

surrounding them.

Prominent African-British Figures

Several prominent African-British figures emerged during this period, defying

societal norms and making substantial contributions to various fields. Ignatius
Sancho, an emancipated slave, became the first person of African descent to
vote in a British general election. His writings and advocacy for racial equality

continue to inspire generations.
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Mary Prince, a West Indian slave, authored the influential book "The History of
Mary Prince." Her powerful account of slavery put a human face on its atrocities

and galvanized the abolitionist movement in Britain.

Olaudah Equiano, another former slave, achieved remarkable success as a writer
and abolitionist. His autobiography, "The Interesting Narrative of the Life of
Olaudah Equiano," provided a compelling firsthand account of the horrors

endured by enslaved Africans.

Political Implications and Independence Movements

The Age of Empires also witnessed a growing tide of political consciousness and
resistance among Africans. The subjugation experienced under colonial rule
fuelled the desire for self-determination, leading to the emergence of various

independence movements across Africa.

In countries like Kenya and Ghana, African leaders such as Jomo Kenyatta and
Kwame Nkrumah spearheaded efforts to wrest control from their colonial
masters, eventually leading to independence. The legacy of these leaders and

their fight for freedom still reverberates throughout contemporary Africa.

Impact and Legacies

As we reflect on the Age of Empires, it is crucial to acknowledge the long-lasting
impact it had on both Africans and Britons. This period of history shaped the

identities and fortunes of entire nations, leaving scars that still persist.

The stories of Africans and Britons during this era are inherently intertwined,
reflecting a shared history that deserves exploration and recognition. By

illuminating the untold narratives, we can gain a more comprehensive



understanding of the complexities of colonialism, the slave trade, and the

enduring legacies that continue to shape our world.

Let us not forget the lessons of the past, but rather use them as a springboard to

foster understanding, unity, and a more inclusive future for all.
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Africans and Britons in the Age of Empires, 1660-1980 tells the stories of the
intertwined lives of African and British peoples over more than three centuries. In
seven chapters and an epilogue, Myles Osborne and Susan Kingsley Kent
explore the characters that comprised the British presence in Africa: the slave
traders and slaves, missionaries and explorers, imperialists and miners, farmers,
settlers, lawyers, chiefs, prophets, intellectuals, politicians, and soldiers of all

colors.

The authors show that the oft-told narrative of a monolithic imperial power ruling
inexorably over passive African victims no longer stands scrutiny; rather, at every
turn, Africans and Britons interacted with one another in a complex set of

relationships that involved as much cooperation and negotiation as resistance
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and force, whether during the era of the slave trade, the world wars, or the period
of decolonization. The British presence provoked a wide range of responses,
reactions, and transformations in various aspects of African life; but at the same
time, the experience of empire in Africa — and its ultimate collapse — also

compelled the British to view themselves and their empire in new ways.

Written by an Africanist and a historian of imperial Britain and illustrated with
maps and photographs, Africans and Britons in the Age of Empires, 1660-1980
provides a uniquely rich perspective for understanding both African and British

history.
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