
The Voice of the Wildcats: An Inside Look at
the Enthralling World of Kentucky's Beloved
Sports Commentary
In the world of sports, one factor that truly elevates the experience for fans is the
presence of exceptional commentary. Those distinctive voices that bring the
game to life through their passionate storytelling and insightful analysis become
an inseparable part of the overall sporting experience. In the heartland of college
basketball, one name reigns supreme - the Voice of the Wildcats.

A Legendary Legacy

For over five decades, the University of Kentucky's basketball program has been
graced by the alluring commentary of the Voice of the Wildcats. The legacy
began when legendary broadcaster Cawood Ledford took the microphone and
carved his name in the annals of Wildcats history. His voice echoed through the
rafters of Rupp Arena, painting vivid pictures of every dribble, every pass, and
every exhilarating moment.

Throughout his tenure as the Voice of the Wildcats, Ledford delivered an
unparalleled level of enthusiasm and knowledge to the listeners. His unique
ability to capture the essence of the game and translate it into a captivating
auditory experience made him an indispensable part of Kentucky's basketball
culture.
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A New Era Dawns

In 1992, the torch was passed down to Tom Leach, another talented announcer
who stepped up to carry on the legendary mantle of the Voice of the Wildcats.
Leach quickly captivated the hearts of Kentucky fans with his distinctive vocal
style and masterful storytelling skills.
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Leach's deep-rooted passion for the Wildcats became evident in every broadcast.
His uncanny ability to anticipate pivotal plays and convey the energy of the game
through his voice made him an instant icon. A new generation of Wildcats fans
grew up listening to Leach's calls, with his voice etching lasting memories of
Kentucky basketball into their hearts and minds.

The Language of Descriptive Excellence

One of the hallmarks of the Voice of the Wildcats' commentary is the unparalleled
descriptive excellence. These commentators master the language, weaving
words together with precision to paint a vivid picture in the minds of the listeners.

Their attention to detail is impeccable - they meticulously describe the speed and
direction of every dribble, the arc and rotation of every shot, and the intensity and
precision of every pass. Their words become brushstrokes on the canvas of
imagination, allowing fans to experience the game even if they are miles away
from the arena.

The Voice of the Wildcats understands the importance of capturing the
atmosphere surrounding the game. They evoke the amped-up crowd, the
deafening roar of cheers, and the emotions coursing through the veins of players
and coaches alike. It's not just about the game; it's about the entire experience of
being a Wildcat.

A Deep Connection

The Voice of the Wildcats is more than just a commentator; it represents a
profound connection between the team and its fans. Whether it's the casual fans
tuning in to catch the latest game or the die-hard devotees who can recite every
play from memory, the Wildcats' voice unites them all.



Through the highs and lows, the triumphs and heartbreaks, the festivities and the
rituals, the Voice of the Wildcats stands strong as a constant companion. It
celebrates the victories with euphoric jubilation and offers solace and
encouragement during moments of defeat. It is a voice that knows its listeners
intimately and understands the importance of its role in their lives.

A Wildcat Nation

The impact of the Voice of the Wildcats extends beyond the borders of Kentucky.
In the age of technology, fans from all around the world can tune in and listen to
the melodious narratives that accompany the legendary basketball program.

From small rural towns to bustling metropolises, the Wildcats' voice unites a
diverse and passionate fan base. It is a voice that brings people together,
creating a sense of belonging and camaraderie among individuals who may
otherwise never cross paths. Through the airwaves, it builds a community that
transcends geographical boundaries.

Embracing the Future

As the University of Kentucky continues to etch its name in the annals of college
basketball history, the Voice of the Wildcats remains an integral part of this
ongoing legacy. It is a torch that will continue to be passed down through
generations, ensuring that the Wildcat spirit and its accompanying voice endure
for years to come.

With each passing season, the Voice of the Wildcats evolves, adapting to new
broadcasting technologies and finding innovative ways to engage with its beloved
fan base. But one thing remains constant - its unwavering commitment to
capturing the essence of the game and sharing it with the world.



So next time you tune in to a University of Kentucky basketball game, take a
moment to appreciate the Voice of the Wildcats. Behind that microphone lies the
heart and soul of an entire college basketball program, an emblem of passion,
pride, and the deep-seated love that unites a community.
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As one of the first voices of the University of Kentucky men’s basketball program,
Claude Sullivan (1924–1967) became a nationally known sportscasting pioneer.
His career followed Kentucky’s rise to prominence as he announced the first four
NCAA championship titles under Coach Adolph Rupp and covered scrimmages
during the canceled 1952–1953 season following the NCAA sanctions scandal.
Sullivan also revolutionized the coverage of the UK football program with the of a
coach’s show with Bear Bryant—a national first that gained significant attention
and later became a staple at other institutions. Sullivan’s reputation in Kentucky
eventually propelled him to Cincinnati, where he became the voice of the Reds,
and even to the 1960 Summer Olympic Games in Rome.
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In Voice of the Wildcats: Claude Sullivan and the Rise of Modern Sportscasting,
Claude’s son Alan, along with Joe Cox, offers an engaging and heartfelt look at
the sportscaster’s life and the context in which he built his career. The 1940s
witnessed a tremendous growth in sportscasting across the country, and Sullivan,
a seventeen year old from Winchester, Kentucky, entered the field when it was
still a novel occupation that was paving new roads for broadcast reporting. During
the height of his career, Sullivan was named Kentucky’s Outstanding Broadcaster
by the National Association of Sportscasters and Sportswriters for eight
consecutive years. His success was tragically cut short when he passed away
from throat cancer at forty-two

Featuring dozens of interviews and correspondence with sports legends,
including Wallace “Wah Wah” Jones, Babe Parilli, Cliff Hagan, Ralph Hacker, Jim
Host, Billy Reed, Adolph Rupp, and Cawood Ledford, this engaging biography
showcases the life and work of a beloved broadcast talent and documents the
rise of sports radio during the twentieth century.
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