
The West Point Hudson Valley Campaign:
Immense Glory and Tragic Consequences of
the Wilderness War of 1777
When we think of the American Revolutionary War, certain iconic battles and
heroes immediately come to mind. However, there exists a chapter of this
historical conflict that is often overlooked - the West Point Hudson Valley
Campaign in the Wilderness War of 1777. This campaign, marked by immense
glory and tragic consequences, shaped the course of the war and played a
crucial role in securing American independence.

The Prelude: Understanding the Wilderness War

Before diving into the details of the West Point Hudson Valley Campaign, it is
necessary to understand the context in which it took place. The Wilderness War,
also known as the Saratoga Campaign, spanned from June to October 1777 and
unfolded in the dense forests of upstate New York.

The British, under the command of General John Burgoyne, aimed to divide the
rebellious colonies by capturing strategic locations and cutting off their supply
lines. Their ultimate goal was to secure the Hudson River, effectively cutting off
New England from the other colonies and ending the rebellion.
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Enter the American Hero: Benedict Arnold

During this critical time, a name emerged that would forever be intertwined with
both heroism and betrayal - Benedict Arnold. Arnold, then a Brigadier General in
the Continental Army, played a pivotal role in the defense of the Hudson Valley.

Arnold's daring tactics and leadership skills thwarted the British advance multiple
times. He adapted to the treacherous terrain, launching surprise attacks and
employing guerrilla warfare tactics. His bravery and strategic mindset won him
acclaim and admiration from both his troops and the public alike.

The Battle of Fort Ticonderoga: A Turning Point

One of the most crucial moments in the West Point Hudson Valley Campaign was
the Battle of Fort Ticonderoga. Located on Lake Champlain, this fort was a key
stronghold and the gateway to the Hudson River.

In July 1777, General Burgoyne's forces besieged the fort, seeking to capture it
and gain control over the vital waterways. However, Arnold's forces, though
outnumbered, fiercely defended the fort. Their relentless resistance forced the
British to retreat, dealing a significant blow to their campaign and boosting
American morale in the process.

Arnold's bold leadership during the Battle of Fort Ticonderoga paved the way for
subsequent victories and cemented his status as a true American hero. However,
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it is at this point that Arnold's story takes a dark turn.

The Treachery of Benedict Arnold

Despite his earlier heroics, Arnold's allegiance to the cause began to waver.
Disillusioned and frustrated by the lack of recognition and financial recompense,
he succumbed to greed and made a fateful decision that would forever stain his
name.

In a shocking act of treason, Arnold conspired with the British, offering to
surrender the strategic stronghold of West Point to them. His motivation was a
combination of financial gain and a belief that the British offered him more
prestige and power. Arnold's treachery was exposed just moments before the
plan could be executed, and he fled to the British lines, leaving behind a legacy of
infamy.

The Aftermath: Impact on West Point and the War

The failed plot of Benedict Arnold had significant consequences for West Point
and the American Revolution as a whole. Had it succeeded, the British would
have gained control of a vital strategic point on the Hudson River, potentially
altering the outcome of the war.

The plot's exposure led to strengthened security measures at West Point,
ensuring its continued importance as a defense stronghold throughout the war.
Additionally, Arnold's betrayal served as a rallying point for American troops,
intensifying their determination to prevail and win independence from British rule.

Legacy and Remembrance

The events of the West Point Hudson Valley Campaign, particularly the treachery
of Benedict Arnold, continue to captivate historians and the general public to this



day.

While Arnold's actions will forever be synonymous with betrayal, it is important to
acknowledge the immense glory achieved during this campaign. The courage
and fortitude displayed by American forces, under the leadership of Arnold and
others, ensured the continued fight for independence.

Today, West Point stands not only as a symbol of military excellence but also as a
reminder of the sacrifices made and the pivotal moments that shaped American
history.

The West Point Hudson Valley Campaign in the Wilderness War of 1777 may not
be as widely known as other battles of the American Revolutionary War.
Nevertheless, its significance cannot be overstated. From the heroic acts of
Benedict Arnold to the treachery that ensued, this campaign encompasses a
range of emotions and pivotal moments that shaped the course of American
history.

As we look back on the events of the Wilderness War, let us remember the
immense glory and tragic consequences that unfolded within the dense forests of
the Hudson Valley. The West Point Hudson Valley Campaign serves as a
testament to the indomitable spirit of those who fought for freedom and the
enduring legacy of their sacrifice.
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In this third volume of Michael Logusz’s epic study of the Wilderness War of
1777, a sizable British military force, augmented with German and loyalist
soldiers, attacks the Northern Army’s southern front in the fall of 1777 in hopes of
assisting a much larger British Army that is threatened to the north of New York
City in the wilderness region of Saratoga.In previous works on the Wilderness
War, Logusz deftly described General John Burgoyne’s efforts in the Saratoga
campaign. He covered the exploits of British general Barry St. Leger and the
convergence of British, German, Canadian mercenary, loyalist, and Indian forces
toward Albany. In this third installment, Logusz presents how British general Sir
William Howe was to advance northward from New York City with a force of
almost twenty thousand regulars accompanied with a strong river naval force to
link up with the two other commanders in Albany. Capturing Albany would not
only deny the provincials a vital town on the edge of a wilderness, but also cut off
the entire region of New England from the rest of the newly established nation.
Instead, Howe decided to pursue Washington in Pennsylvania, leaving behind
British general Sir Henry Clinton in New York City to deal with the city's lingering
troubles and the events to the north.The book vividly describes the hardships
encountered by the patriots fighting for independence and their opponents, along
with Clinton’s experiences in and around New York City, West Point, and the
Hudson Valley region. Logusz illustrates in depth the terrain, tactics, and terror of
the multifaceted Wilderness War of 1777.Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our
Arcade imprint, are proud to publish a broad range of books for readers
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interested in history--books about World War II, the Third Reich, Hitler and his
henchmen, the JFK assassination, conspiracies, the American Civil War, the
American Revolution, gladiators, Vikings, ancient Rome, medieval times, the old
West, and much more. While not every title we publish becomes a New York
Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are committed to books on subjects
that are sometimes overlooked and to authors whose work might not otherwise
find a home.
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