
The Yeomen Of The Guard And The Early
Tudors: An Intriguing Tale of Loyalty, Betrayal,
and Duty
In the realm of English history, the reign of the Tudors stands as an era of power,
grandeur, and political maneuvering. While the monarchs themselves often take
center stage in historical narratives, the individuals who stood by their side,
defending and protecting them, are sometimes overshadowed.

One such group of individuals, known as the Yeomen of the Guard, played a
crucial role during the early Tudor period, particularly under the reign of King
Henry VII. This elite group of royal bodyguards has a long and fascinating history,
intertwined with the tumultuous events of the time.

Origins and Purpose

The Yeomen of the Guard had their origins in the late 15th century when King
Henry VII sought to establish a trusted group of loyal soldiers to ensure his
personal safety. Inspired by the Swiss Guard in France, he created a unit of 50
men who were handpicked for their skills, loyalty, and dedication.
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The primary purpose of this select group was to guard the king, his family, and
the royal household. Additionally, they were tasked with maintaining law and
order within the palace, as well as accompanying the monarch on ceremonial
occasions and important journeys.

While their primary role revolved around security, the Yeomen of the Guard also
functioned as a mark of prestige and power. Membership within this elite group
became highly sought-after and served as a symbol of honor and privilege.

Structure and Uniform

The Yeomen of the Guard were organized into separate divisions, each led by a
captain. The ranks within the division ranged from officers to soldiers, with each
individual playing a vital role in the operation of the group. The captain of the
Yeomen was often a prominent figure, chosen for their loyalty and military
expertise.

The uniform of the Yeomen of the Guard was distinctive, designed to command
respect and instill fear in potential threats. They wore a traditional Tudor-style red
coat, bearing the royal coat of arms on both the front and back. To complete their
ensemble, they donned a distinctive Tudor hat, signifying their allegiance to the
monarchy.

One significant aspect of the Yeomen's uniform was the insignia on their sleeve,
known as the "arm badge." This badge carried symbolic meaning as it displayed
the insignia of the Tudor rose, linking these stalwart men to the ruling dynasty.
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Involvement with the Early Tudors

The Yeomen of the Guard played a pivotal role during the early Tudor period,
particularly under the reigns of King Henry VII and his son, King Henry VIII. With
political unrest and threats to the monarchy ever-present, the Yeomen had to be
ever-vigilant in their duty to protect the royal family.

One notable event that highlighted the significance of the Yeomen was the fate of
King Henry VII's pretenders. During his reign, several individuals claimed to be
the legitimate heirs to the throne, challenging the Tudor dynasty's authority. The
Yeomen played a crucial role in identifying and apprehending these pretenders,
ensuring the stability of the monarch's rule.

Under King Henry VIII, the Yeomen faced increasing responsibilities, as the
political landscape became even more complex. They were tasked with
accompanying the king during diplomatic visits, important ceremonies, and even
on the battlefield. Their unwavering loyalty and dedication to duty made them
indispensable in preserving the stability of the realm.

Tales of Loyalty and Betrayal

The Yeomen of the Guard were not immune to the intrigue and political
machinations that surrounded the Tudor court. Their unwavering loyalty to the
monarch sometimes led them down treacherous paths, where they had to
navigate conflicting loyalties and make difficult choices.

One such tale involved Sir William Compton, a trusted member of the Yeomen
who served both King Henry VII and King Henry VIII. Despite his loyalty to the
crown, Compton was implicated in a scandal involving adultery with a
noblewoman. His subsequent arrest created a dilemma for the Yeomen, torn
between loyalty to their comrade and their duty to uphold royal standards.



Ultimately, Compton was released and continued to serve the crown, highlighting
the intricate web of allegiances and the delicate balance the Yeomen had to
maintain in the Tudor court.

The Legacy of the Yeomen of the Guard

The Yeomen of the Guard served the Tudor dynasty faithfully for centuries. Their
role extended far beyond mere protection; they were guardians of tradition,
symbols of power, and embodiments of loyalty.

Even today, the Yeomen of the Guard continue to serve as the oldest royal
bodyguards in the world. Their presence at royal ceremonies and events
underscores their enduring legacy and serves as a testament to their importance
in a bygone era.

The tale of the Yeomen of the Guard and the early Tudors reminds us that, amidst
the grand narratives of kings and queens, there are individuals who stand silently
in the background, ready to defend and protect their leaders. Their loyalty,
sacrifice, and unwavering duty make them an integral part of English history.

Picture this: The Yeomen's uniform shimmering under the golden rays of a Tudor
sunrise, their unwavering loyalty a beacon of strength in a time of political turmoil.
Discover the untold stories of the Yeomen of the Guard and their crucial role in
the rise of the Tudors. Prepare to be captivated by a world of loyalty, betrayal,
and duty.
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The Queen's Body Guard of the Yeomen of the Guard is the world's oldest
surviving royal bodyguard, having been founded by Henry VII in 1485. Today it is
purely a ceremonial body, but in the past it was a true bodyguard and the nucleus
of a fighting force at a time when England had no standing army. Nevertheless,
even in its early years, its ceremonial role was also of great importance,
supplying a richly arrayed retinue to enhance the King's status. Anita Hewerdine
here provides the first comprehensive study of the early years of the Yeomen of
the Guard during the reigns of Henry VII and Henry VIII, examining the variety of
roles performed by the Guard, both within and outside the Court, as well as
detailing the apparel worn by the yeomen and the weaponry with which they were
equipped. Hewerdine's book is the result of intensive research, using numerous
unpublished documents, as well as a variety of printed sources not readily
accessible to the general public. It will be essential reading for researchers of
Early Modern Military History and sheds light on a previously overlooked aspect
of the Tudor Court.
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