
Travels Through Historic Rural Italy At The
Turn Of The 20th Century Illustrated

Italy, a country known for its rich history, stunning architecture, and delicious
cuisine, has always captivated the hearts of travelers. From the beautiful cities of
Rome and Florence to the charming countryside, Italy has an abundance of
hidden gems waiting to be explored.
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Back in the early 1900s, a group of adventurous explorers embarked on a journey
through the historic rural regions of Italy, documenting their discoveries through
captivating illustrations. These illustrations provide us with a fascinating glimpse
into the Italy of yesteryears, where time seemed to stand still and the beauty of
the past merged with the present.
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Exploring the Charming Villages of Tuscany

Tuscany, with its picturesque rolling hills and vineyards, has always been a
favorite destination for those seeking tranquility and natural beauty. The
illustrations from the early 1900s depict idyllic villages nestled amidst the lush
greenery, surrounded by vineyards and olive groves. Each village has its own
unique charm, with narrow cobbled streets, quaint houses, and charming piazzas
that invite you to take a leisurely stroll and immerse yourself in the local culture.
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The Magnificence of Ancient Rome

Rome, the eternal city, has always fascinated travelers with its grandeur and
architectural wonders. The illustrations from the early 1900s beautifully capture
the majesty of ancient Rome, showcasing iconic landmarks such as the
Colosseum, the Roman Forum, and the magnificent Pantheon. These illustrations
not only provide a glimpse into the glorious past but also illustrate how these
ancient structures seamlessly blend with the modern cityscape, reminding us of
the timeless allure of Rome.
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Visiting the Enchanting Cinque Terre

The Cinque Terre, a collection of five charming fishing villages nestled along the
rugged Ligurian coast, offers a visual feast for travelers. The illustrations from the
early 1900s portray the vibrant colors of the houses perched on cliffs overlooking
the crystal-clear waters of the Mediterranean Sea. These illustrations perfectly
capture the serene beauty of the Cinque Terre, encouraging visitors to embark on
a hike through the famous coastal trails and savor the local seafood delicacies
while enjoying breathtaking panoramic views.
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The Enduring Beauty of Venice

Venice, a city built on water, has always been a source of inspiration for artists,
writers, and dreamers. The illustrations from the early 1900s showcase the
unique charm of Venice, with its intricate canals, graceful bridges, and
magnificent palaces. These illustrations paint a vivid picture of the Venetian way
of life, capturing the romance and mystery that is synonymous with this
enchanting city.
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Uncovering Hidden Gems in Southern Italy

Southern Italy, often overlooked by tourists, is home to some of the most
breathtaking landscapes and ancient ruins. The illustrations from the early 1900s
take us on a journey through the lesser-known regions of Southern Italy,
showcasing the beauty of the Amalfi Coast, the historic city of Naples, and the
magnificent ruins of Pompeii. These illustrations serve as a reminder that there is
so much more to Italy than meets the eye, and venturing off the beaten path can
lead to unforgettable discoveries.
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Reliving the Past Through Illustrations

The illustrations from the early 1900s provide us with a unique opportunity to
travel back in time and experience the beauty of historic rural Italy. They capture
moments frozen in history and immortalize the charm and allure of a bygone era.
Whether you are a history enthusiast, an art lover, or simply someone with a
sense of wanderlust, these illustrations will transport you to a different time and
inspire you to embark on your own journey of discovery through the enchanting
towns and villages of Italy.

So, what are you waiting for? Pack your bags, immerse yourself in the captivating
illustrations, and embark on a journey through historic rural Italy at the turn of the
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20th century. Let the beauty of the past guide you as you explore the hidden
treasures that lie within this enchanting country.
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Travel author Norman Douglas shares his experiences and photographs of
Calabria, a beautiful and historic yet secluded region of rural Italy, as it was at the
turn of the 20th century.

A wonderful guide to a region home to breathtaking landscapes and ancient ruins,
Old Calabria contains many details of the region and is described from a
perspective of the eloquent and well-informed author. The manners of the locals,
the customs and appearance of their villages and farmsteads, and the agriculture
of the countryside, are narrated evocatively.

Over the centuries Calabria has received migrants from Asia, Africa and
elsewhere, and the profile of the people - who clearly descend from these
migrants - that Douglas has much interest. The cultural and religious customs of
Calabria are shown to have evolved somewhat in isolation to the rest of Italy, and
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life is shown to move slowly and place great emphasis upon traditions and the
Roman Catholic faith.

Even during Douglas tour, the effects of modernization were being felt -
deforestation was already becoming a problem, as the rolling hills of Calabria had
their trees stripped away to meet the demands of industry. Malaria was still
known in the region, which had grappled with the disease for centuries. We hear
conversations with local doctors and farmers, who shed insight into how life is in
the secluded lands.

Norman Douglas spent a lifetime authoring travel books on popular destinations
as well as secluded places. At the peak of his popularity in the early-to-mid 20th
century, he was renowned and appreciated for his tranquil writing style; his
readers appreciative of how well this style fitted his Mediterranean journeys.
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