
Uncomplicating Algebra: A Comprehensive
Guide to Meeting Common Core Standards in
Math

Algebra, often considered as one of the most challenging branches of
mathematics, has become a vital component of the Common Core Standards in
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Math. This article aims to provide a comprehensive guide to uncomplicating
algebra and successfully meeting the Common Core Standards in this subject.

Understanding the Common Core Standards

The Common Core Standards in Math aim to provide a consistent and
comprehensive framework for mathematics education across the United States.
These standards emphasize conceptual understanding, procedural fluency, and
application of mathematical knowledge. Algebraic thinking, in particular, plays a
major role throughout the standards.
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However, many students struggle with algebra, finding it complex and
intimidating. Teachers often find it challenging to effectively teach algebra in a
way that aligns with the Common Core Standards and ensures student success.
But fear not, as we delve into different strategies and resources that can help
alleviate these challenges.

Breaking Down the Complexities of Algebra
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Algebra can be perceived as complex due to its use of variables, equations, and
abstract concepts. However, it is essential to break down these complexities into
manageable components to foster better understanding.

Simplifying Variables

One of the first hurdles students encounter in algebra is dealing with variables.
Variables represent unknown quantities and are represented by letters. Teachers
need to focus on explaining the purpose of variables and how they contribute to
solving equations.

By introducing real-life examples and contextual situations, students can better
grasp the concept of variables and their significance in problem-solving.

Equations and Expressions

Another fundamental aspect of algebra is understanding equations and
expressions. Teachers should emphasize the distinction between the two and
provide ample practice solving equations using a variety of methods, such as
graphing, factoring, and substitution.

Teachers can encourage students to think critically and apply algebraic concepts
to practical scenarios, making the learning experience more engaging and
relatable.

Intuitive Approach to Problem-Solving

Teaching algebra in a way that aligns with Common Core Standards requires an
intuitive approach to problem-solving. This involves encouraging students to
explore multiple strategies, make connections between different concepts, and
justify their reasoning.



By fostering a growth mindset and creating a safe learning environment, teachers
can help students overcome their fear of making mistakes and develop stronger
problem-solving skills.

Resources and Tools to Support Algebra Learning

Several resources and tools can aid in uncomplicating algebra and meeting
Common Core Standards effectively. Here are a few notable ones:

Online Math Platforms

Interactive math platforms, like Khan Academy and Wolfram Alpha, offer
comprehensive video tutorials, practice exercises, and step-by-step solutions to
algebraic problems. Utilizing such platforms can enhance student understanding
and provide additional practice opportunities.

Manipulatives and Visual Aids

Physical manipulatives and visual aids, such as algebra tiles, graphs, and charts,
can help students visualize abstract concepts in algebra. These hands-on tools
offer a tactile and visual experience that aids in comprehension and retention.

Collaborative Learning

Encouraging collaborative learning through group activities, peer tutoring, and
discussions can promote a deeper understanding of algebra. Students can
exchange ideas, clarify concepts, and support one another in solving challenging
problems.

Tracking Progress and Assessing Mastery

In order to ensure students are meeting the Common Core Standards in algebra,
it is important to track their progress and assess their mastery of the subject. This
can be achieved through various methods, including:



Formative Assessments

Regular formative assessments, such as quizzes or class exercises, provide
immediate feedback on students' understanding. These assessments can guide
teachers in identifying areas where students may need additional support.

Performance Tasks

Performance tasks, which require students to apply algebraic concepts to real-
world scenarios, assess their ability to think critically and solve problems. These
tasks offer a more holistic evaluation of students' mastery of algebra.

Standardized Tests

Standardized tests, such as state assessments or SAT exams, provide a broader
measure of students' algebraic proficiency. Familiarizing students with the format
and types of questions on these tests can aid in their success.

Embracing Common Core Standards in Algebra Instruction

Uncomplicating algebra and meeting Common Core Standards may seem like a
daunting task, but with the right strategies, resources, and assessment methods,
it can be achieved effectively. By providing students with a solid foundation in
algebraic thinking, educators can empower them to excel in mathematics and
beyond.

Remember, the beauty of algebra lies in its ability to solve real-world problems
and unveil the intricate relationships between quantities. So, let's embrace the
challenges, simplify the complexities, and equip our students with the essential
algebraic skills they need to succeed.
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In the second book in the Uncomplicating Mathematics Series, professional
developer Marian Small shows teachers how to uncomplicate the teaching of
algebra by focusing on the most important ideas that students need to grasp.
Organized by grade level around the Common Core State Standards for
Mathematics, Small shares approaches that will lead to a deeper and richer
understanding of algebra for both teachers and students. The book opens with a
clear discussion of algebraic thinking and current requirements for algebraic
understanding within standards-based learning environments. The book then
launches with Kindergarten, where the first relevant standard is found in the
operations and algebraic thinking domain, and ends with Grade 8, where the
focus is on working with linear equations and functions. In each section the
relevant standard is presented, followed by a discussion of important underlying
ideas associated with that standard, as well as thoughtful, concept-based
questions that can be used for classroom instruction, practice, or assessment.
Underlying ideas include:

Background to the mathematics of each relevant standard.

Suggestions for appropriate representations for specific mathematical ideas.
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Suggestions for explaining ideas to students.

Cautions about misconceptions or situations to avoid.

The Common Core State Standards for Mathematics challenges students to
become mathematical thinkers, not just mathematical “doers.” This resource will
be invaluable for pre- and inservice teachers as they prepare themselves to
understand and teach algebra with a deep level of understanding.

“Uncomplicating Algebra is an excellent resource for teachers responsible for the
mathematical education of K–8 students. It is also a valuable tool for the training
of preservice teachers of elementary and middle school mathematics.”
—Carole Greenes, associate vice provost for STEM education, director of the
Practice Research and Innovation in Mathematics Education (PRIME) Center,
professor of mathematics education, Arizona State University

“The current climate in North America places a major emphasis on standards,
including the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics in the U.S. In many
cases, teachers are being asked to teach content with which they themselves
struggle. In this book, Dr. Small masterfully breaks down the big ideas of
algebraic thinking to assist teachers, math coaches, and preservice teachers—
helping them to deepen their own understanding of the mathematics they teach.
She describes common error patterns and examines algebraic reasoning from a
developmental viewpoint, connecting the dots from kindergarten through grade 8.
The book is clearly written, loaded with specific examples, and very timely. I
recommend it strongly as a ‘must-read’ for all who are seeking to broaden their
understanding of algebra and how to effectively teach this important content area
to children.”
—Daniel J. Brahier, director, Science and Math Education in ACTION, professor



of mathematics education, School of Teaching and Learning, Bowling Green
State University
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